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OECS MOLLIFIES MONTSERRAT ANGER aT EXCLUSION FROM MEETINGS 
FL271832 Bridgetown CANA in English 1458 GMT 25 May 86 


[Text] Castries, 25 May (CANA)--A rift between Montserrat and independent 
members of the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) has been re- 
solved. 


Montserrat, one of two non-independent terrotories within the seven-member 
OECS, had compaained about not having been invited tc attend the group's 
separate discussions with Guyana leader Desmond Hoyte and also with President 


Reagan. 





Montserrat had also said it would withdraw from the OECS and the wider 
Garibbean Community and Common Market (CARICOM) if it did not get an accept- 
able explanation for the exclusion. 


However, the tiny British colony accepted a week-end statement from the inde- 
pendent OECS states explaining their position. 


The statement, released by the central secretariat here, reiterates the or- 
ganization's commitment to preserving the principle and practive of equality 
of treatment of member states. 


The OECS states regretted the situation brought about by Montserrat's non- 
involvement, and promised to ensure that such potentially devisive situations 
be averted in future and that full concensus is maintained among its members. 


The statement noted that certain decisions of a foreign policy nature cannot 
be given legal assent by all OECS member states, since the non-independent 
ones do not have the legal capacity to do so. 


However, the independent states said that given the close relationship between 
foreign policy matters and issues relating to regional stability and develop- 
ment, the maximum possible consultation on such matters should take place within 
the framework of the organisation. 


Referring to the recent discussions with Reagan and Hoyte, the states said 
these were not organized under the auspices of the OECS. Further, it was 
felt that protocol requirements could not accommodate the participation of all 














OECS states as governments represented at the discussions would have wished, 
the OECS states said. 


They have agreed that the issues in question should receive the full consid- 
eration of the authority at its meeting in St Kitts on 29-30 Mav, the state- 
ment noted. 


It added, the states have however expressed the hope that there will be full 
participation of member states at the next meeting of the authority and that 
the government of Montserrat will be presented to play its full part in the 
important discussions that are to take place. 


In a response, which was communicated to the chairman of the authority, Prime 
Minister Kennedy Simmonds of St Kitts, Montserrat's Chief Minister John 
Osborne said: The government and people of Montserrat said they are prepared 
in the interest of regional unity to accept the statement.... We note the 
principle of universality and look forward to continuing a close and cordial 
relationship with all members of the OECS. 


19274 
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GRENADA DEMANDS ACCORD WITH TRINIDAD-TOBAGO AIRLINE 


Port-cf-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 26 May 86 


[Text } 


ST GEORGE’S, May 25, Cana — 
GRENADA has told Trinidad and 
Tobago's State-owned airline, BWIA 
International, that it will need an 
agrecment with Grenada “yy 
order to continue landing at nt 
Saline International as. bac 

According to Civil Aviation Minis- 
ter, Dr Keith Mitchell; the Grenada 
Government has given BWIA one 
month to open discussions with 
Grenada Airways on the issue or 


19274 


CSO: 3298/461 





face the necessary consequences 
which include a termination of 


flights. 
“We ex that they would... 
within 30 days have a serious meet- 


ing with the top level management 
to discuss the whole question of a 
positive arrangement between 


Grenada Airways and BWIA because 
we believe that both of them can 
serve Grenada well,"’ he told Cana. 

Dr Mitchell stated that the let- 
ter was despatched to BWIA about 
two weeks ago and that he expected 
positive discussions to start be- 
tween the two airlines within the 
next ten days. 


Blatant Disregard 

He said Grenada was forced to 
send the letter after BWIA inform- 
ed the island that it could not at 
the present time bave an inter-line 
agreement with Grenada Airways. 

“We told them (BWIA) very firmly 
that as a government we could not sit 


by and to see that blatant disrega rd 
for the country’s national airline,” he 


“We also told them that if they 
want to continue to have the kind of 
relationship that we believe would t ¢ 
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fruitful for both Grenada and BWIA, 
we believe that they must sit down 
(and talk),"’ Dr Mitchell added. 

He expressed disappointment with 
BWIA's decision to reject the agree- 
ment which he said is a normal pact 
He accused BWIA of adopting 

ea a very 
selfish approach to the — of 
transportation to and from Grenada. 

The two airlines operate interna- 
tional services to Grenada from both 
Miami and New York. 

Dr Mitchell said that BWIA had 
demonstrated since the setting up of 
Grenada Airways the feeling that it 
would create unfair competition and 
make it difficult for them in terms of 

load in the Caribbean. 

He — —_ wap bean 
consistently t rena- 
da Airways would | not affect them but 

necessary help in opening new mar- 
kets and encourage people to travel to 
the Caribbean. 

“We have had to make it clear to 
BWIA that we want rationalisation of 
ep sete y in the erry and 
we support question serv- 
ing the Caribbean but it must be done 
in junction with other organisa- 
tions t 





can serve the Caribbean 
properly,” he added. | 











SEE 
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JUDGE IN TIM HECTOR CONSTITUTIONALITY CASE TRANSFERRED 
St Johns OUTLET in English 16 May 86 p 1 


[Text] Justice Albert Matthew, who last Wednesday May 7 delivered a historic 
judgment declaring Section 33B(b) of the Public Order Act unconstitutional has 
been transferred out of Antigua. 


ACLM Chairman and Outlet Editor Leonard Matthew, the trial judge who is a lecturer 
Tim Hector, had been charged several in law at the UWI Trinidad had been 
times under this section, 33B(b) of the seconded to Antigua to replace Justice 
Public Order Act as a result of several Byron now Acting Chief Justice of Grena- 
revelations in Outlet, exposing high crimes (a. 

and misdemeanours in the government 

led by 75 year old Vere Cornwall Bird. Justice Matthew was to have been in 


Hector, who had been sentenced to three Antigua said Chief Justice Rowbotham 
months imprisonment, without the option until the return of Justice Byron. 
of a fine, challenged the constitutionality 


of Section 33B(b) of the law in Court. Now Court sources have disclosed that 


Justice Matthew has been transferred 
to St Lucia, to "deal with a huge back 
log of cases there." This sudden transfer- 
coming so swiftly on the heels of the: 
historic judgement has _ raised legal 
eyebrows here. 


After several adjournments§ Hector's 
Constitutional motion was eventually 
heard on March 24, 25, 26. Justice Albert 
—_— 





However, Outlet did not and could not find any connection between the Judge's 
sudden transfer and his historic judgement last week, which made constituion- 
al history in Antigua. It is the first law to be declared unconstitutional 
since Antigua attained independence in November 1, 1981. 


Meanwhile Attorney General Keith Forde, is reported to be in a hurry to get 
the judgement of Justice Albert Matthew declaring Section 33B(b) of the 
Public Order Act unconstitutional. He is said to have ordered Court typists 
to have the judgment on his desk post haste despatch or else.... Attorney 
General Forde is said to have declared that he will Appeal the judgement come 
what may. 


/9274 
CSO: 3298/469 
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$92,000 'RIPOFF' IN PUBLIC WORKS CHARGED BY ACLM ORGAN 


St Johns OUTLET in English 16 May 86 pp 1, 2 


[Text] Public Works officials would not confirm or deny that an estimated 
$92,000 has been ripped from public funds. 


This is the second major heist of public funds to be recorded in two years 


in that Ministry. 


It is the third such, if one counts the massive rip-off of galvanise from 
that Ministry by senior Ministry officials who had higher official compli- 


ance in their wrong-doing. 


As with so much else, everything the Bird regime touches turns to corruption. 
They are the opposite to the mythical King Midas whose every touch produced 


gold. 


The new $92,000 rip off at Public Works only surfaced when the government 
paid back-pay to its non-established workers. 


Then it was ordered, that every worker had to collect his back-pay himself 
or herself and no one could send another to collect his back-pay. 


This refusal to allow proxies to collect back-pay, opened a can of worms in 
the corrupt administration of the Bird regime. 


It seemed that a number of clerks who 
were politically hired in the civil service, 
and who believe that they have the unli- 
mited support of their corrupt ruling 
party leadership in  wrong-doing, over 
a period of time did serious wrong. 


A number of non-existent people were 
put on the pay-roll weekly and their 
pay collected and pocketed by the politi- 
cally hired clerks, who, without the ruling 
party would never have occupied such 
positions in the Civil Service. 


From 


The ruling ALP has debased the Civil 
Service by hiring a number of workers 
who receive higher pay than regular 
civil servants, and who are favoured 
with advancement in the service. 


The upshot of this is that regular Civil 
Servants feel side-lined and_ virtually 
work to rule, leaving the untrained political 
appointees to work havoc with public 
service and worse with public funds. 


investigations 
‘clerks’ at 


independent 
that a few 


our 


we have learnt 











Public Works, lived like their 
in high style, by padding the pay-roll 
week after week. 


In an effort to hush-up this wholesale 
and large-scale embezzlement of public 
funds, . the regime is asking the clerks 
concerned to pay back some of the stolen 
money which can be _ directly traced 
to them. An unknown amount will go 
down the drain. 


Outlet understands that the authorities 
dilly-dallied about bringing charges against 
the several offenders because big-shots, 
way up in the hierarachy, have been 
known to have converted public materials 
to their own personal private use; have 
used Public Works facilities including 
trucks and other vehicles, as well as 
stones, asphalt, electrical saws and building 
materials to construct their own mansions 
in which there are many rooms, and 
other similar projects. 


Sources in the know, said that Attorney 
General Keith Forde had ordered one 


clerk, out of the several, to pay back 
as much as $15,000 by a given date or 


face prosecution. Others, enjoying greater 
political protection, were given no such 
ultimatum, the sources claim. 

Over the week-end, the Workers Voice, 
self-described organ of the _ industrial 
arm of the ruling party, announced its 
shock that a "comrade was arrested". 
stated the Workers Voice organ of the 
Ruling Party's industrial arm "A staunch 
comrade of the Antigua Labour Party 
was arrested on Thursday and charged 
in connection with the loss of funds 
at the Public Works Department." 


Continuing the Workers Voice stated 
"The Cabinet displayed a complete about 
turn" and "washed their little innocent 


hands of the pleas made on behalf of 
this unfortunate comrade who had more 
than three quarters of the stolen money 
to repay, 
forthwith.” 


with the balance to be paid 


leaders, 


The Workers Voice was shocked by the 
decision of these "innocents" in _ the 
Cabinet, who according to the Workers 
Voice, is the same "Cabinet which has 
oft times turned a blind eye on ‘big-shots' 
in government employ who have stolen 
from the Holberton Hospital, Customs, 
Port Authority, Public Works, the Magis- 
trate Court etc." Aware of how widespread 
these corrupt practices are the Workers 
Voice continued "All these persons have 
been granted un-official pardon. None 
have repaid the stolen money nor was 
prosecuted for the money or the materials 
which they stole. In most cases they 
were merely transferred to another depart- 
ment of Government.” 


According to the Workers Voice, the 
person arrested is "a poor unfortunate 
lady", who, said the Workers Voice, "had 
their house burnt while attending a politi- 
cal meeting" of the ruling party, of which 
she is a‘staunch comrade" at 46 North 
Street. 


Recognising that the "“big-shots" usually 
go scot free even when exposed and 
caught red-handed in their corrupt prac- 
tises the Workers Voice in conclusion 


asked rhetorically "Is it really a crime 
to be poor in this country." 


.On Wednesday December 12, 1984, $75,000 


miraculously disappeared from a_ locked 
vault at the same Public Works. 


The money $73,000 of which was collected 
from the Treasury to pay workers for 
the Christmas, was collected the Tuesday 
and added to cash in hand to make a 
total of $75,000 and held overnight after 
clerks had worked late to allocate the 
money into individual pay packets for 
the workers, The money was put in three 
boxes, lodged and locked in the Public 
Works vault. 


By the morning of Wednesday December 
12, all $75,000 had vanished into thin 
air leaving not a trace behind. 














19274 
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Contrary to Financial instructions, which 
govern finances in the Civil Service, 
the key to the vault was held by an officer 
well below the rank stipulated by the 
rules. The low level officer had received 
official sanctiou, contrary to the rules,’ 
to have and hold the key to the Public 
Works vault. 


After Outlet revealed, and after the 
following nine days talk, all investigations 
into the vanishing $75,000 which disappear- 
ed from the locked vault, which was 
locked up to the time the money was 
discovered missing, ceased. 


Now this $92,000 heist, which is only 
an estimate, will go very much the same 
way. Corruption, under the Bird regime 
has surpassed Tourism as the main industry. 


The official cover-up of the recent rip-off 
of Public funds at Public Works further 
shows that official cover-up of corruption 
is the number one policy pursued by 
the Bird regime. 


Public Works officials- refused to speak 
to Outlet on the phone, and slammed 
the telephone on Outlet reporters, who 
sought official information about the 
latest rip-off at Public Works. 


A tight lid is being kept on yet another 
instance of corruption under the Bird 
administration. The head is as_ rotten 
as the tail. 
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ALP, ATLU STATE LABOR DAY RALLY OF 'THOUSANDS' 


St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English 14 May 86 p l 


{Text ] 


The ruling Antigua Labour Party, 
assisted by the Antigua Trades and 
Jabour Union, in spite of many set 
backs, were once again able to put 
thousands of marching feet on the 
road on Labour Day. 

The party organized meetings 
all over the country in order to whip 
up support for the rally and other 
functions during Labour week. The 
staging of a Queen show was re-organ- 
ized by the Honourable Minister of 
Labour and proved quite successful. 
It was staged at the Carnival Bowl 
cinema and Miss Eileen Bernard of 
Potters Village won from five other 
contestants. The Thanksgiving Service 
was held for the very first time at the 


Salvation Army Hall on the Sunday 
vefore Labour Day. 

Since the amalgamation of the 
19274 
CSO: 3298/469 


National Democratic Party and_ the 
survivors of the United People Party, 
who adopted the new name of the United 
National Democratic Party, speculation 


was that the A.L.P. would not be 
able to put up a good show on Labour 
Day. It was felt that inspite of 


the progress which the country has 
been making economically, the Govern- 
ment treatment of workers left a 
lot to be desired. Some observers 
expected the crowd to be much smaller, 
but as usual the A.L.P. rose to the 
occasion and got the crowds out by 
the thousands. 

The gathering was addressed at 
the West Bus Station by the Hon. Prime 
Minister and the president of the 
union Sen. William Robinson. 

The Rally ended at Fort James 
where all and sundry enjoyed themselves. 
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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE WORKERS IN PROTEST WALKOUT 


St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English 14 May 86 p l 


[Text] Justice Albert 


Employers ac the Ministry of Agri- 
culture headquarters in Long Street, 
last week walked off their jobs and 
refused to return to their desks. 

For some time now the employees 
have been complaining of the deplor- 


able condition of the office and 
the health hazards under which they 
have to work daily. All complaints 
have as usual, when dealing with 
this all powerful government have 
fallen on deaf ears. The workers 


could stand it no longer and refused 
on Wednesday to sit at their desks, 
‘and all gathered outside the Ministry. 
The building in which these young 
women are requested is a disgrace. It 
is not only a health hazard but a 


fire hazard also. Red ants, rodents, 
roaches and wood lice infest’ the 
building. Employers cannot put down 
19274 
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their lunches for 10 minutes before 
they are attacked by ants, roaches 
and rats. Old paper files are bundled 
on the rotten boards which comprises 
the floor and are covered with dust 
and insects. They have not been clean- 
ed nor moved for the last 10 years. 
One spark and the whole building 
would go up in flames in_ seconds. 
There is only one exit down some 
shaky and rotten steps. 

The ‘fast fading' minister, who 
was brought up in a small house in 
the village of Willikies, occupies 
an air-conditioned office in the 
same building. As soon as_ current 


goes off he bolts for the door and 


that is it for the day. 

The A.T.L.U. has reported the 
matter to ithe Labour Department and 
ask that an, inspector be sent to order 
the rat-trap closed. 
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EUROPEAN COMMUNiTY TO PROVIDE $3 MILLION IN AID 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 13 May 86 p 4 
[Text], DELEGATION from the 

Commission of Economic 

Communities held talks with a , 

; ; forthe Bahamas, in accordance Bank will be able to help 
“oc agg br hey beg with the provisions of the Third finance ‘‘productive capital 
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nance Sir Lynden Pindling and 
agreed for the Bahamas to 
receive three million in Euro- 
pean Currency Units (ECUs) as 
“‘programmable resources.”’ 

The Community’s financial 
commitments are expressed in 
ECUs, one of which is equal to 
about one Bahamian dollar. 

Michel Hauswirth, Deputy 
Director-General for Develop- 
ment with the European 
grouping, headed the visiting 


delegation. 
According to the visitors, 72 
million ECUs ‘‘could be 


earmarked’? by the European 
community for regional opera- 
tions in the ‘‘Caribbean sub- 
region.”* 

The European delegation, 
which included Justin Loasby 
of the European Investment 
Bank (EIB), departed the Bah- 
amas on May 9. 

“The aim of these meetings 
was to draw up the indicative 
programme of Community aid 
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Convention of Lome between 
the ACP States and the Euro- 
pean Economic Community,” 
said a ‘‘joint press release’’ 
issued by the Ministry of 
Finance. 

“Fruitful discussions took 
place in a very constructive 
atmosphere of mutual coopera- 
tion,’’ the release said. 

The two delegations con- 
ducted an exchange of views on 
the different aspects of coopera- 
tion between the Bahamas and 
the Community, particularly 
those connected with the im- 
plementation of the Third Lome 
Convention. 

“In order to ensure that 
optimum use is made of the 
instruments and means pro- 
vided under the Convention, the 
two delegations, on the basis of 
the preparatory work carried 
out by their representatives, 
held full discussions on the 
development priorities and 
objectives for the Bahamas,’’ 
said the release. 

“For the attainment of these 
objectives’’ the Bahamas will be 
given three million ECUs: two 
million in the form of grants 
and one million in special loans. - 

The European delegation 
stated that its financial package 
for the Bahamas does not 
include additional resources 
which may be allocated during 
the lifetime of the Lome Con- 
vention by way of ‘‘non pro- 
gramunable resources’’ managed 
by the European group. 


These ‘‘non-programmable | 


resources’’ include such items as, 
transfers from the Stabex 
system and possible allocations 
for emergency aid. 


The European Investment 
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projects’’ which meet its criteria 
and statutory rules and which 
conform to the Third Lome 
Convention. 

**Following their exchange of 
views, the two delegations 
agreed that the Community's 
aid would be focused on the 
economic infrastructure sector, 
‘in order to assist the Govern- 
ment’s strategy to improve the 
social and economic conditions 
of the rural populations of the 
Family Islands,’’ said the news 
release. _ felt iad iisiictines 

The delegations agreed that 
these objectives could best be 
achieved by ‘‘financing equip- 


ment’? and a programme of 


works for electicity supply to 
these populations. 

“The two delegations also 
held an exchange of views on 
the ways of stepping up regienal 
cooperation in the Caribbean 
sub-region.”’ , 

In this context, the European 
delegation said that 72 million 
ECUs could ve earmarked for 
regional operations in the Car- 
ibbean sub-region. 

“Upon completion of the 
negotiations between the two 
delegations, the indicative pro- 
gramme of Community aid was 
signed jointly on behalf of the . 
Bahamas by the Prime Minister 
and Minister of Finance’’ and 
on behalf of the Commission of 
the European Communities by 
Mr Hauswirth and, in matters 
relating to the European In- 
vestment Bank, Mr Loasby. 

‘During its stay here, the 
visiting delegation was sched- 
uled to travel to one of the 
Family Islands where Commu- 
nity aid will be concentrated. 














INTERPOL LAW ON DRUG PROFITS WILL NOT AFFECT BANK SECRECY 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 22 May 86 p 4 


{Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Text ] 





POLICE Commissioner 
Gerald Bartlett said recently 
that legislation prepared by 
Interpol to strike at the profits 
of criminal activity, including 
drug trafficking, will not affect 
the Bahamas bank secrecy laws. 

Interpol Secretary General 
Raymond Kendall said there is 
‘no question of invasion of 
privacy.’ He said the honest, 
upright citizen has nothing to 
fear about what the legislation 
attempts to achieve. 

Mr Kendall said that some 
law ministers from the region 
also assisted in the preparation 
of the legislation and that 
Interpol only wanted to be 
united with the banks in at- 
tacking the same problem. 

The model legislation on 
tracing, seizing and forfeiture 
of criminal assets was prepared 
by Interpol’s Third Working 
Group. It was recommended by 
the Fourth Working Group 
which met last week in Nassau 
for enactment by governments 
in the Caribbean and other 


member states. 


If enacted, the legislation will 
go a long way towards provid- 
ing the tools necessary to 
successfully investigate and 
prosecute those involved in 
money laundering as well as 
provide the mechanism to cause 
the forfeiture of the proceeds of 
drug trafficking and other 
serious criminal activity. 

At a press conference at the 
Paradise Towers Hotel this 
morning, Commissioner 
Bartlett was asked how would 
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the divulging of information 
affect the bank secrecy laws in 
the Bahamas. 

**I don’t see that affecting the 
bank secrecy laws at all,’’ Mr 
Bartlett said. ‘lt is not that you 
cannot get information from 
the banks but you must go 
adout it in the proper way. 
They will not affect the bank 
secrecy laws at all.”’ 

It was then pointed out to Mr 
Bartlett that Deputy Prime 
Minister Clement Maynard had 
recently said in Coral Gables, 
Florida, that the Bahamas was 
not going to give any more 
information than it does at 
present. 

He was then asked: ‘‘If that 
is the case, whether you go 
about it the right way or not, 
will you be able to get informa- 
tion that makes you aware of 
who and from where large sums 
of money are being deposited in 
this country?” 

**We may not be able to do 
this,’’ the Commissioner re- 
plied. 

Deputy Commissioner 
Dudley Hanna, who chaired last 
week’s Fourth Working Group 
meeting, said that what was 
discussed during the May 8-9 
meeting was model legislation 
that will be circulated to 
countries which are members of 
Interpol for their governments 
to consider whether they want 
to introduce such legislation. 

**What we have done was just 
to produce a model,’’ the 
Deputy Commissioner added. 

Asked how, if the model were 
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rcjected by member countries, 
Interpol would be able to 
continue its war against drugs, 
Interpol’s Secretary General 
Raymond Kendall said he did 
not think they should be led 
into a ‘‘misconception of what 
we are trying to do and what we 
are trying to get at.”’ 

Mr Kendall said that the 
moment one mentioned bank 
secrecy, everyone thought the 
idea behind it was to make it 
casy for the police to be abie to 
inquire into people’s persinal 
bank accounts and everything 
else. 

‘*That is not what is in issue, 
because in most countries...and 
we are saying that this model 
legislation covers a number of 
the aspects that will help us in 
carrying out our financial in- 
vestigations...and in many 
countries, including the Bah- 
amas, there are legal ways of 
obtaining information from 
bank accounts about proceeds 
of crime and proven crime,”’ 
Mr Kendall said. 

He said that even those 
countries, such as Switzerland, 
that are supposed to be finan- 
cial havens, ‘‘they would be the 
first country if you can show to 
them that money is of illegal 
origin, you can get the in- 
formation.”’ 

“There are legal ways of 
getting it and it’s controlled and 
the police can’t do it in an 
uncontrolled fashion,’’ he said. 
‘*They are controlled by the 
magistrature and they have 
proper court orders to do this. 

“When we speak about the 
banking profession and our 
relationship with the banking 
profession, we would think that 
the banking profession should 
have the same sense of respon- 
sibility as anybody else 
should,’’ he said. 
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“When somebody comes into 
their bank with a suitcase full of 
money, that they don’t just take 
it and open up a_ bank 
accoumt,’’ Mr Kendall said. 
“They say who are you and 
where did this money come 
from, and to us that appears to 
be an ethical issue. 

**We think that it is perfectly 
natural and any honest, upright 
citizen isn’t going to mind being 
asked where his money came 
from or anything else,’’ he said. 

**So there is no question of - 
an invasion of privacy of the 
normal, honest, upright citizen 
having anything to fear about 
what we are trying to do, and 
that’s the important point we 
would like to make and we 
would like the banking pro- 
fession to work with us in 
taking these resources which the 
traffickers rely on to perpetuate 
their activities,’’ he said. 

Mr Kendall said he is talking 
about enormous sums of money 
which affected even the 
economies of countries. 

‘“‘Why should that money 
remain in illicit circles when it 
could be used by the govern- 
ments to do so much better,” 
he said. 

“And our point is that the 
governments, once they see this 
legislation, and we have sent it 
to law ministers, we don’t make 
the laws, it’s ihe governments 
which make the laws, we have 
sent it to law ministers and in 
fact some law ministers from 
this region in fact participated 
in the preparation of this 
legislation,’’ he said. 

**So | want to make it clear 
that when we are speaking 
about our association with the 
banking profession, it is 
because we want to be united in 
attacking the same problem.”’ 
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HAITIAN CONSUL PROTESTS GOVERNMENT ROUNDUP OF EXILES 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 23 May 86 p 1 


{Article by Athena Damianos] 





{Text } 


THE BAHAMAS was asked 
today if it wanted to break off 
diplomatic relations with Haiti 
in light of Thursday's sur- 
prise, pre-dawn round-up of 
hundreds of exiles in Nassau 
and Grand Bahama. 

Haitian Consul-General 
Evans Francois, who cut his trip 
to Haiti short and returned here 
last night, said the raid was an 
insu/? a4 that the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs had told him 
they had been kept in the dark 
about it. 

“f cannot understand why 
Mr Roker did it without noti- 
fying the Ministry of Forcign 
Affairs. We have international 
iclations. This is the first time 
since | have been in diplomacy 
that PT have (encountered) some 
thing like this,”’ he said. 

This is the second time in 
three months that National 
Security Minister Loftus Roker 
has ordered a round-up without 
notifying Foreign Affairs. 

Mr francois said some 
Bahamian officials du not seem 
to have any respect for human 
rights. 


The said happened less than © 


24 hours after Catholic Bishop 
Lawrence Burke called on Gov- 
ernment to release imprisoned 
Haitians who appear to be 
entitled to citizenship under a 
new treaty. 

Mr Francois said about 350 
Haitians were rounded-up, be- 


tween 40-45 in Grand Bahama | 
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and the rest in Nassau. National 
Security permanent scerectary H 
‘C Walkine said 230 were picked 
up in Nassau and 47 in Grand 
Bahama. Mr Francois said he 
would investigate reports of 
brutality. 

Mr Francois was mecting 


with new Haitian leader Lt Gen 


"Henri Namphy at th. National 


Palace, Port au Priwe, yester- 
day to try to devise i: strategy to 
stop illegal immigration when 
his wife telephoned hint about 
the round-up. 

He arrived in Nassau ycster- 
day evening and, with two 
suitcases in hand, went straight 
from the airport to Central 
Police Station where, it is 
understood, he asked to be 
arrested so that he might be 
with his people. 

**l cannot sleep. My nationals 
are in jail. | have to see them. It 
is an emergency,”’ the worn 
looking consul-general told The 
Tribune in the visiting room at 


_ Central Station last night. 


‘Tam very upset. There is no 
respect for human rights. | 
cannot sleep tonight until | sce 
somcone from Foreign Af- 
fairs.” 

At the George Street Embassy 
today, he said a meeting had 
been arranged with the Ministry 
of Forcign Affairs for 4.40 pm. 
He spoke to officials on the 
telephone this morning. 

“T explained to them that if 
the Bahamas Government 








doesn’t want to cooperate with 
the Haitian Government 
anymore, if they want to put an 
end to relations between the 
Bahamas and Haiti, f said that 
since I've been here, | make a 
bigeer effort to help the 
Bahamian Government to solve 
the illegal immigration pro- 
blein."’ 

And later, ‘‘l asked if the 
Bahamas Government wants to 
pul an end to the relations.”’ 

Cn April 15, shority after Mr 
Francois’ arrival, about 300 
Haitians were repatriated. 

Since April 28 - through the 
efforts of Mr Francios and the 
Catholic, Baptist and Adven- 
tists Churches - 143 Haitians 
have returned home voluntarily 
and at their own expense. 

‘Mr Francios allowed The 
Tribune to study a book in 
which the names of the 143 
Haitians are recorded. 

He said that every Saturday, 
a Bahamasair plane flies to 


South Caicos. A Caicos plane 


then goes to Cape Haitien. He 
said these flights have recently 


been crowded. 


‘This is the way | show the 
Bahamas Government my 
willingness to cooperate. In 
addition to that, | talked to 
Officials in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. On April 28 | 
told them. 1 would go to Haiti 
and make the Haitian Govern- 
ment make a strategy (to 
combat illegal immigration),”’ 
he said. . 

The plan would be aimed at 
human smugglers. 

“While | am out of this 


country, they (National Securi- 
ty) make a round-up. They 
don’t understand the way | 
sacrificed myszif to cooperate. 
That’s why I was talking to Mr 
O’Brien this morning. | asked 
him if the Bahamas Govern-. 
ment wanted to put an end to 
the relations.”’ 

Mr Francois made it clear 
that his complaint was not 
against Foreign Affairs officials 
or the police. ; 

‘*The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs was not aware of the 
round-up. I cannot understand 
the Ministry of National Securi- 
ty doing a round-up without 
consulting Foreign Affairs. 
When a government gets in- 
volved in dip!»matic relations, 
it is under the vesponsibility of 
the Ministry of i-oreign Affairs. 
This is something 1! cannot 
understand in this country,”’ he 
said. 

‘Everything must be done by 
regulations, in a specified way. 
But the way they did it, it 
means something.’’ 

Mr Francois said that, as far 
sa he is aware, not one Haitian 
has benefitted from a treaty 
signed between the Bahamas 
and Haiti last September. 

Under the treaty, Haitians 
who have lived illegally in the 
Bahamas prior to the end of 
1980 would receive legal status 
provided they have no criminal 
record and were working the 
day the treaty was signed. 

Both countries condemned 
the ‘evil and the oppressive 
apartheid regime’’ at the sign- 
ing. 


[THE TRIBUNE of 24 May, page 1, adds the following: "Fifty of an estimated 
200 Haitians, who were rounded up by Immigration authorities in the Carmichael 
Road area Thursday, were charged before Magistrate Cleopatra Christie Friday 
with landing illegally in the Bahamas. Up to 4 pm Friday, 45 others filled 
the court waiting to be charged while 50 more waited to be taken inside the 
courtroom to be charged. It is understood they will be repatriated sometime 
next week. ] 
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PLP, FNM CONTINUE TO EXCHANGE ATTACKS AT PUBLIC RALLIES 





Isaacs Charges 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 7 May 86 p l 


{Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Text } 


OFFICIAL Opposition Lead- 
er Kendal Isaacs told hundreds 
of supporters at a rally in 
Centreville last night that to win 
the next election the ruling 
Progressive Liberal Party is 
trying to ‘destroy’ him, 

Addressing the rally at the 
Columbus Primary School on 
Collins Avenue and Wulff 
Road, Mr Isaacs said that if 
young people followed the 
example set by the PLP, they 
would turn out to be just as 
corrupt. 

*“T am not...1 repeat...f- am 
not the issuc,’’ Mr Isaacs 
declared. ‘‘But | am flattered 
because it scems to me that they 
realize that in order for them to 


win the next clection they will - 


have to destroy me. 

“And by God, they are 
certainly trying their best so to 
do, but that is not going to 
happen, that is not going to 
happen,”’ Mr Isaacs said. 

The Opposition Leader was 


referring to charges made | 


against him by former Cabinet 


= . 


Minister Kendal Nottage that he © 


had defrauded the Public 
Treasury of $19,600 on a 
$200,000 sale of land in 1979. 

Mr Isaacs denied the allega- 
tion at an ENM rally last 
Thursday in Yellow Elder 
Gardens and said he had paid 
the Public Treasury $20,000, 
* the full amount in stamp duty 
on the $200,000 sale of land. 


Mr Nottage made his allega- . 


tion at a PLP rally in Freeport 
April 29 and at a press confer- 
ence held in his office yesterday 
he elaborated on his charges. 

The Opposition Leader has 
threatened to take out action in 
the Supreme Court to make Mr 
Nottage ‘‘pay the price of his 
folly.’’ He said yesterday that 
his lawyers were looking into 
the charges made by the St 
Agnes MP. 

**But all I say at this time in 
reply to Mr Nottage is: It’s in 
the book,”’ Mr Isaacs said. 

The Commission of Inquiry 
found that Mr Nottage had 
fronted for Salvatore Michael 
Caruana, a Mafia figure, 
whether he realized it or not. 


**As somcone (Blue Hills MP : 


Arthur Foulkes) was saying 
earlier, it’s in the book and 
according to the book, they are 
the ones who were con- 


_ demned...corruption right into 


the Cabinet,” he said. 

“But, you know, maybe this 
is something that you're not 
quite aware of,’” he said. ‘*But 
my records, my bank accounts 
were given to Mr (Robert) 
Ellicott (Chief Counsel to the 
Commission of Inquiry).”’ 

**He knew exacily what the 
state of affairs were as far as I 
was concerned. [| wasn’t con- 
demned,’’ the Opposition Lead- 
er pointed out. 

‘And you know, Nottage 
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knows, VPindling knows, that 
my affairs were looked into in 
the same way that their affairs 
were looked into, so all I say, in 
repeating what | said on 
Thursday, they are attempting 
to rewrite that report,”’ he said. 

“And if we allow them to, 
before you know it, the I NM, 
my colleagues and f, will be the 
ones who they say should be 
condemned,”’ he said. ‘That's 
the way they would like to have 
it and they are trying their best 
to convince unthinking 
Bahamians that that is the 
case.” 

He said it was interesting that 
a lot of people did not have to 
read the Commission s report 
because they were present dur- 
ing most of the hearings. 

“But, you know, the once 
thing | say we must do and that 
is we must mot let them forget 
the Report of the Commission 
of Inquiry because in addition 
to their incompetence, in 
addition to the unemployment 
that they have created in this 
country, in addition to the 
crime and everything else, there 
is that corruption which found 
its way right into the Cabinct,”’ 
he said. 

“If we honest, God-fearing 
people want to live in a country 
that respects honesty, that its 
God-fearing, then how in the 
world can we ciect a PLP, 
Pindling Government, no 
way,’ he said. 





Mr Isaacs said that what 
really disturbed him about the 
situation in the Bahamas was 
that ‘“‘Pindling, Nottage and 
that crew’’ are really setting an 
cxample that they would like 
the young peopie to follow. 

“But when you think about 
it, think about the lies that are 
being told, think about the 


corruption that has found its, 


way into the Cabinet, think of 
the way they have abused 
certain institutions in this 
country, the main one, of 
course, is ZNS, that is the kind 
of example that they in the PLP 
are setting for our young 
people,”’ he said. 

“How, with that kind of 





example, we wouldn't expect 
our children, our young people, 
to be anything but corrupt, 
criminals, hoodlums, because 
that is the kind of example that 
is being set for them,’ the 
Opposition Leader said. 

‘And you know, if for no 
other reason, because they are 
setting that kind of example, we 
should determine, we should 
commit ourselves to getting rid 
of them at the first opportuni- 
ty,”” he said. 

Mr Isaacs said that he 
believes by his moving about 
the islands, he realizes that the 


people who are having their’ 


eyes opened, are awakening to 
the reality of what the PLP 
Government to doing to the 
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‘‘And more and more people 
are becoming sensible as far as 
understanding and realizing 
what the PLP Government is 
doing to this country,’ he said. 


“They would like you to 
forget they are responsible for 
the crime, for the unemploy- 
ment, for the drug trafficking, 
all these things they had the 
power to do something about,” 
he said. 

“But we of the Free National 
Movement, we the people of the 
Bahamas must not Iet them 
forget what they have done to 
this country,”” he said. “‘We 
must remind them day after day 
after day what the issues are.”” 








Pindling on Elections 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 9 May 86 pp 1, 4 


{Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Text] Prime Minister Pindling told over 1,000 supporters at the first PLP 
island-wide rally this year at Christie Park that although he does not know 
when the next general election will be held, he is "getting ready" for it. 


Sir Lynden, who is also Minister of Finance, said the country is on the up- 
swing after years of managing tight money, heavy inflation and high oil prices. 


The Prime Minister, who told supporters at a mini-rally earlier this year to 
get registered by June:fuelling speculation of an early election, said there is 
a big difference between a construction gang and a wrecking crew. 


"I like to think that we represent the construction gang," he said. "George 
Wilson and Co, Kendal Isaacs and Co, the wrecking crew. They're against 
everything. They're going to bust up everything." 


The Prime Minister said the issue in the next election will be between the PLP 
as the construction gang and the FNM as the wrecking crew. 


He told supporters he did not know when the election would be held, but accord- 


ing to FNM Deputy Leader Cecil Wallace-Whitfield the election should have been 
held many times over by now. 


"As a matter of fact, ah, Cecil started calling for his poll workers meetings 


18 months ago," he said. "Those poll workers have waited so long they have 
run out of polls." 
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"I really don't know. I ain't thinking about it. I only getting ready for 
it, but I ain't thinking about it yet," the Prime Minister said. 


"I told Cecil in the House (of Assembly) that the moment I know I'm going to 

tell him, and that's true I can't keep a secret from him, mind you, I'm going 
to tell you too, because I can't keep a secret from you either," Mr Whitfield 
said. 


"But at the moment I don't know," he said. "There is too much to do. We are 
on the upswing. The country, when I say ‘we' now, I'm not just talking about 
PLP's, the country is on the upswing. We've plenty to do." 


The Prime Minister told supporters that the people all over the country have 
needs to be met. 


"After years of managing tight money, heavy inflation, high oil prices, this 
is the first time that we've got a little leeway and we could do a little 
more, and therefore, if we could do a little more, I want you to believe me, 
we can do much more," he said. 


"But we've got to do it first. There ain't no point in I talking about it, I've 
got to show it to you, and so we are going to do it," he added. 


The Prime Minister said Government is going to try to build some homes, some 
schools, clean up some areas, and repair and remodel some parks. 


"We can't do them all. We ain't going to do them all but we are going to try 
as much as we can what we can," he said. "And we ain't going to Hecnathing 
that is going to break us, we ain't going broke. I tell you that." 


He noted that many years ago the FNM said that the Treasury was "going broke." 


"This the brokest Treasury in all the world. The Treasury always broke, ac- 
cording to the FNM, but you know something, the same fellow who gets up and say 
the Treasury is broke, next week he gets up in the House and say when are you 
going to put the fire station in Carmichael? Put it there with what? Ain't 
the Treasury Broke?" he said. 


He said the Bahamian people cannot be fooled because they know how "this thing" 
go. 


"If it's broke, it's broke. It means you don't have any money to do anything 
with, and if you know there isn't any money to do anything with, why ask to do 
something for them?" he asked. 


The Prime Minister also predicted the PLP will win six of the 1l seats being 
held by the FNM, including Yamacraw and Inagua-Mayaguana, with ShirJea being a 
"potential" PLP seat. 


He said the PLP victory in Exuma in the next election will be greater than in 
the 1967, 1968 or 1972 elections. 
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He said the biggest business boom in history is now going on in Delaporte 
because of the Czdle Beach Hotel, which Opposition Leader Kendal Isaacs, MP 
for Delaporte, has called a “white elephant." 


"That white elephant is causing more development down in that area than you 
could shake a stick at," he said. 


The Prime Minister declared 
that within the next 30 days, a 
brand new real estate develop- 
ment will begin in Delaporte. 

He noted that on television last 
night, he saw and heard a 
manager of RoyWest, which is 
celebrating SC years in the Bah- 


amas, say that the last six months 


has been the most profitable six | 


months in the history of the 


corporation. 


**And this is only half of the © 


year,"’ the Prime Minister said. 


“IT told them don’t sleep on this 


scrap gang. | told them don’t 
sleep.”’ 
“Employment is rising, interest 


rates are falling, inflation is 


falling, gas prices are falling, 


electricity rates are falling, I told 
them don’t slecp on this scrap 


gang,’’ the Prime Minister said. 


Hic disclosed that 100 more 


houses are going up in Elizabeth 


Estates and that ground breaking 


and the placing of infrastructure 
will start in the Cow Pen Road 
arca in June to begin another 
estate. 


Government Preelection Activity 


“Our people must be housed," 
he said, before proceeding to 
explain what wa meant by 
liquidity. 

‘Liquidity means that the 
banks have got a lot of cash, but 
1 know who they are lending the 
cash to, and since they are 
leriding the cash to us it means 
that we can buy foolishness,”’ he 
said. 

He said he does not have 
anything against Bahamians 
buying bicycles, tclevisions, tape 
recorders, and satellites, among 
other things, but it was Govern- 
ment’s responsibility to see that 
this prosperty went into some 
real development. 

“Something that will be there, 
not a year, not two years, noi 
three years, not eight years,”’ he 
said. 

He said Bahamians need a 
front foom to put their new 
televisions in, a new carport to 
park their vehicles. 

“It ain’t right to have a magic 
chef stove in a two by four 
house, it ain't right,”’ he said. 
““So you've got to find a way to 
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FOR THE second straight 
year prior to an election, an 
international airport has been 
announced for Exuma. 

Marsh Harbour has _ been 
promised a new terminal build- 
ing for the third time. 

South Andros is to get a new 
docking facility. Electricity 
poles were put up in Kemp's 
Bay, the Prime Minister’s con- 
stituency, just before the last 
elections. But there is stiil no 
electricity. 

The ‘‘new,’’ $240,000 
Customs watchouse at Nassau 
International Airport and 


$359,000 airfreight office has 
now been completed. The 
complex should have opened in 
1983, but was left in a state of 
near completion for several 
years. 

A barge was sent to Bimini 
during the last election 
campaign to move the dump 
from residential Bailey Town to 
a more isolated location. The 
dump stinks and, when garbage 
is burned, fills the air with thick 
smoke. 

The barge stayed at Bimini 
for a while, then was sent back 
to Nassau. The dump was never 


provide better housing to put our 
people.”’ 

He said that it ‘‘ain’t no good 
if one or two people rise to the 
top and everybody else stays to 
the bottom.”’ 

He said the Bahamas has got 
the fastest growing middle class 
in the whole region ir the last 15 
years. 

“*The middle class has 
expanded double fold, trebic 
fold, quadruple fold,”’ he said. 
“The middie class has been 
diminishing in other countrics."’ 

He said the Jamaican Prime 
Minister introduced his budget to 
parliament this weck and the big 
news in Jamaica's Daily Gleaner 
was thai the prime rate had gone 
down 33 per cent. 

He said that four years ago, 
the FNM's policy was that the 
PLP Government should follow 
the economic formula of 
Jamaican Prime Minister Edward 
Seaga’s Government. 

*“So when you all win, you all 
follow that. We are going to 
i our own formula,”’ he 
said. 


moved and still poses a problem 
to the people. - 

“Government is obviously 
gearing up for an election and is 
trying to mislead the pcople 
again with election promises,” 
FNM spokesman Arthur 
Foulkes said today. 

For the past two weeks, a 
flurry of anisouncements have 
been made on public works 
projects. 

The Ministry of Transport 
said at the weekend it will 


extend Prince George Dock and 


improve harbour facilities in 
Nassau and the Family Islands 














_ $0 the cruise ship industry could 
be extended to some of the 
islands. 


On Monday, the Ministry of 


Works announced that a 


$305,000 contract was signed 
May 13 for construction of a 
new terminal building in Marsh 
Harbour. The Ministry said Bill 
Swain and Construction Com- 
pany, the lowest bidder, was 
awarded the contract. Swain is 
a staunch PLP supporter. 

A new terminal was sched- 
uled to be built in Marsh 
Harbour in the early eighties 
and, when nothing happened, a 
new date was set for 1985. 

In Nassau, work on the new 
$4.5 million Customs and Im- 
migration buildings has been 
completed. Over $1.8 million is 
being spent on general im- 
provements at Nassau Airport, 
including the new car park, 
re-roofing the terminal build- 
ings and repaving and remark- 
ing the runway, taxiways and 
parking areas. 

In the Family !slands, plans 
are in the “final stages of 
preparation’’ for a new in- 
ternational jet airport at Moss 
Town, Exuma, and upgrading 


the airport facilities at North : 


Andros, Mangrove Cay, North 
Eleuthera and Governor’s 
Harbour. 

Funds for a new international 
airport in Exuma were first 
allocated in the 1981 Budget. 

Prime Minister Lynden 
Pindling bluntly told the Exuma 
Chamber of Commerce in 





January last year that he 
dropped the item from the 1985 
Budget because of other infra- 
structure considerations. He 
was unable to name a new date. 
He said it would be wrong to 


| build a new airport before 


improving the road system. 
On May 1, Batelco an- 
nounced that Camperdown will 


‘ get a new digital exchange and 


Pinewood Gardens a remote 
exchange. It said it would 


immediately implement Direct 


Distance Dialing and Interna- 
tional Direct Digital Dialling 


_ from Harbour Island. 


It was also announced that a 
new dock would be built in 
Clarence Town. The old public 
dock - the main lifeline for 
food, building materials and 


». Other essentials - recently col- 


lapsed after repeated warnings 


.from the MP, James Knowles 


(FNM). Mr Knowles went as far 
as calling the dock a ‘‘death 


_trap”’ in Parliament. 


Mr Foulkes said Govern- 
ment’s election promises are 
losing impact. 

‘*There has been too much 
neglect over two long a period 
and a little flurry of activity is 
not going to help them. Devel- 
opment of the islands should by 
now have been at a much higher 
standard,”’ he said. 

He said Government’s failure 
to save the Clarence Town dock 
was a national disgrace. 

‘It was disgusting. By trying 
to spite FNMs, they endangered 
the well being of everybody,”’ 


FNM's Grand Bahama Hopes 
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And there are other tales of 
‘empty promises and neglect. 

Government’s administration 
building in Bimini was de- 
stroyed by fire nine years ago. 
During the 1982 election 
campaign, Sir Lynden said that 
funds had been allocated to 
rebuild the structure. Today - 
four years later - the building 
remains in the same state. 

The Commissioner’s Office is 
located in a bftilding that has 
been abandoned by Jatelco. 
Court cases are heard in a 
burial society hall. 

The dock is so dilapidated, 
residents say you could ‘“‘lose a 
car in it.”’ 

Although Grand Bahama has 
the second largest population in 
the Bahamas, residents have to 
travel to Nassau to get their 
passports, copies of birth certif- 
icates and other official docu- 
ments. 

In January, 1985, Sir Lynden 
promised that within three 
months, the Ministry of Finance 
and Economic Affairs would 
establish branches in Freeport. 
Nothing happened. 

At a Chamber of Commerce 
luncheon in Freeport May | 
Economic Affairs Minister 
Alfred Maycock announced 
that arrangements have been 
made to get an office site and 
that the Prime Minister is 
expected to visit Grand Bah- 
amas shortly to ‘‘formalize the 
presence of his office.”’ 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE (GRAND BAHAMA section) in English 15 May 86 pp 2B, 3B 


[Text ] 


“THE GRAND Bahama 
Council of the FNM is going to 


implement techniques and | 


‘practice basic politics’ in 
order to ensure ‘tan FNM sweep 
of Grand Bahama and in the 


process, nurture peace, ' 
harmony, equality and mutual | 


respect amongst our people,”’ 
Basil Neymour, Council 
Chairman, said in a _ news 
release issued last week Friday. 


Grand Bahamians were called 
on to pledge their commitment 
to the course of the opposition 
Free National Movement, 
‘“‘which is a true, honest and 
harmonious course aimed at 
revitalization of our country 
and promoting the growth and 
prosperity of our people.”’ 

A ‘vigorous’? membership 
campaign was announced and 
FNM supporters were urged to 
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encourage their wives, husbands 
and children of voting age to 
‘get involved in the fight for 
freedom,’’ economic recovery, 
and social and industrial devel- 
opment. 

“‘We recognise the potential 
and importance of having the 
young people of this nation 
actively involved in moulding 
the future of this country,”’ said 
Mr Neymour in his 2% page 
release. 





_ “Young people should be 
involved in local government, 
national government and gov- 
ernment at all other levels.’’ 

Mr Neymour called on young 
people not to be hesitant to 
‘‘exploit their imagination.”’ 


“Let your imagination devel- 
op you because it will be the | 
greatest inspiration to you 
achieving your goal in life.’’ 


The Council Chairman said | 


the FNM is the only alternative 

.left the people of the Bahamas 
to develop and deliver 
themselves from ‘‘the depths of 
unemployment and despair to 
the heights of self respect and 
esteem. 

‘There is much that can he 
done but it’s very difficult to do 
it alone, we need the assistance 
of every Bahamian in this land, 
no matter your age, sex, colour, 
religion, or social economic 
status,”’ said Mr Neymour. 

‘Those of you who have 
begun the long march to 
freedom understand the need to 
enlist more freedom fighters.”’ 


Following is the full text of 
Mr Neymour’s release: 


‘*The Grand Bahama Council 
of the FNM will be the tool in 
which Bahamians from. all 
walks of life will be able to 
become a part of the greatest 
‘governing party this nation has 
ever seen. 

‘*Already, the wheels are in 
motion to get young males and 
females interested in the 
-Torchbearers movement. Em- 
phasis is great in the area of 
females coming to the front line 
as well as becoming involved in 
the FNM Women’s Asociation. 

‘In months to come, the 
news media will not be relating 
stories of the FNM slugging it 
out by gutter politics with the 
PLP. instead, the media will be 
relating the resurgence of the 
most politically well balanced 
group in the history of Grand 
Bahama politics. 


| 


“The plans are coming off 
the drawing board, the FNM is 
in Grand Bahama for all 
Bahamians. We will be im- 
plementing techniques, practis- 
ing basic politics to ensure an 
FNM sweep of Grand Bahama 
and in the process, nurture 
peace, harmony, cquality and 
mutual respect amongst our 
people. . = . 

“Our goal is to _ inspire 
leadership qualities. We know 


there are hundreds of ' 


Bahamians out there possessing 
the capabilities to excel in local 
politics. 

**The FNM in Grand Bahama 
welcomes with open arms new 
faces, new ideas into the or- 
ganisation. The Grand Bahama 
Council of the FNM is proud to 
take the lead towards what we 
refer to as our new,”’ bold 
political revolution. 

“We will be putting into 
place a vigorous membership 
expansion campaign aimed at 
getting hundreds of new faces, 
young people, inactive party 
supporters and stalwarts in- 
volved in the party at all levels 
in Grand Bahama. 

‘““‘We urge all active FNM 
supporters to encourage their 


wives, husbands and children of 
voting age to get involved in the 
fight for freedom, economic 
recovery and vast and rapid 
social and industrial develop- 
ment. 

**We recognise the potential 
and importance of having the 
young pcople of this nation 


- actively involved in moulding 


the future of this country. 

‘*Young people should be 
involved in local government, 
national government and gov- 
ernment at all other levels. 

‘They should not only be 
sought after when it becomes 
time to vote. Youth is a glorious 
time of manhood or 
womanhood. It is a time of 
learning how to deal with life, it 
is a period to prepare one’s self 
for becoming the nation build- 
ers and leaders of tomorrow. 
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“TE call on the young people 


‘not to be hesitant to exploit 


their imagination. Human imag- 
ination is the most powerful 
creative force in your lives. 
Through it you produce ideas, 
formulate your desires, goals 
and objectives, sparkle, en- 
thusiasm and joy. 


‘*Your imagination and your 
enthusiasm will generate new 
ideas, new solutions to pro- 
blems and will fire your ambi- 
tion. 


**Let your imagination devel- 
op you because it will be the 
greatest inspiration to you’ 
achieving your goal in life. 


“For every young person 
there is a place in this party for 
you. We want you, we want 
your imagination, we want your 
leadership in the FNM with us. 
You have a defined role to play 
in Our great party, for the very 
survival of yourself and this 


* nation is at stake. 


“The FNM is the only 
alternative left the people of 
this country to develop and 
deliver themselves from the 
depths of unemployment and 
despair to the heights of self 
respect and esteem. 


‘There is much that can be 
done but it’s very difficult to do 
it alone, we need the assistance 
of every Bahamian in this land, 
no matter your age, sex, colour, 
religion or social-economic 
status. 


“Those of you who have 
begun the long march to 
freedom understand the need to 
enlist more freedom fighters. 


‘We ask all of you to call our 
headquarters at 373-6640 be- 
tween 5 and 9 pm week days to 
pledge your commitment to the 
course of the FNM which is a 
truc, honest and harmonious 
course aimed at revitalization 
our country and promoting the 
growth and prosperity of our 
people.’ 





Officials at PLP Rally 
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LEADERS of the ruling 
Progressive Liberal Party last 
night called on supporters to 
turn out on Bay Strect on 
Tuesday when the official op- 
position Free National Move- 
ment is expected to move a 
motion of no confidence in 
Prime Minister Minister Pindl- 
ing. 

The no confidence motion, 
tabled several months ago by 
Official Opposition Leader 
Kendal Isaacs, will be debated 


in the House of Assembly on — 


Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday, and the FNM has 
urged thousands of its support- 
ers to turn out on Bay Street to 
give moral support. 

The call for supporters to go 
to Bay Street next week was 
made at a PLP mass rally at the 
Columbus Primary School by 
Prime Minister Pindling, Depu- 


ty Prime Minister Clement © 


Maynard, Minister of Tourism 


and Foreign Affairs, and PLP | 


Chairman Senator Sean 
McWeencey. 


Addressing a crowd, 


estimated by police to be about 
2,000, Prime Minister Pindling 
said that one of the things 
suggested by Project Masters, 


which the PLP claims directs - 


the EFNM's public relations 
campaign, is called ‘thonk and 
wave.”’ 

‘That ain’t no Bahamian 
custom. Honk and wave, they 
imported that from Project 
Masters,’’ he said. ‘‘You know 
if you go out on the road and 
make noise with your car horn 
that is supposed to be a public 
nuisance. You ain’t suppose to 
disturb nobody on the street 
with your car horn.”’ 

He said it is all right ‘if the 
IKNM wants to honk and wave, 
but honking don’t vote. 

‘So while they honk and 
wave, we are going to march 


and vote, but you have got to- 


get registered first,’’ he said. - 
The Prime Minister reminded 


the crowd that it is already May 
1S and three-quarters of the 
PLP are not registered yet. 

He said at a rally several 
weeks ago that PLPs must be 
registered to vote by June. 

‘*} just thought | would 
remind you because | don’t 
want you complaining when 
time run out,”’ he said. 

The Prime Minister said that 
the 300 supporters whom the 
party has asked to turn out on 
Bay Street will be given some 
special instructions on what to 
watch out for on Tuesday. 

**Women, men, young, old, a 
cross-section of what the party 
is all about, so we can show the 
world exactly what is going on 
in the Bahamas, not what the 
shadow public relations 
campaign say that is going on in 
the Bahamas,”’ he said. 

He said that apparently 
somebody wants to see whether 
the PLP is ready or not. 

He said that while the FNM 
honk and wave, the PLP will 
behave and follow the instruc- 
tions of party officials and the 
police. 

Mr Maynard said that there 
seems to be a threat of intimida- 
tion again by the FNM in 
calling for supporters to turn 
out on Bay Street. 

**What Mr Isaacs is hoping to 
is bring out cnough FNMs on 
Bay Street feeling that will 
intimidate the PLP and intimi- 
date the members of the 
House,"’ he said. ‘‘They know 
they can't intimidate the mem- 
bers of the House so they might 
be trying to intimidate the 
members of the PLP." 

**L hope that you will take the 
time to come out over the next 
three days. Be in the House and 
be outside the House. | want 
them to know that we ain't 
scared of nothing,”’ he said. 

**And you see, you can't let 
the few intimidate the many. 
No way. And I tell you one 
thing. They are very short o1 
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patience. As soon as they see 
crowds, they gone. The best 
way to handle them is to take 
care of that,’’ the Deputy Prime 
Minister said. 


‘**Be sure that you make your 
way there at the first opportuni- 
ty. you get and spend a little 
time and let them know where 
we stand and what we stand 
for,’’ Mr Maynard said. *‘Don’'t 
be afraid to come down to Bay 
Street. Come out there and 
make yourselves seen and felt.”’ 

Sen McWeeney told the rally 
that PLPs will be on Bay Street 
on Tuesday. 

“That's why | began by 
saying what goes around comes 
around,’ he said. ‘*fhe PLP 
ran them right into the ground 
last year and we are going to 
make them shame again this 
vear.”’ 


“We will be out in force on 
Tuesday and Wednesday of 
next weck and we will be out in 
force and power and standing 
with authority to Stage a 
massive demonstration of our 
own,”’ the PLP Chairman said. 

“We are going to stage a 
solid as a rock demonstration of 
solidarity with our leader,’ he 
said. ‘‘They will be there...the 
FNM will be there to show that 
they have no confidence in the 
Prime Minister. We will be 
there to let them know that we 
have contidence in our leader.”’ 

“We are going to behave 
ourselves as sensibly and as 
maturely and as responsibly and 
as peacefully as we did last 
vear. We will set an example in 
proper civic behaviour for the 
FNM,” he said. 

**But will be there in power, 
we will be there in strength and 
we will be standing there with 
authority. Make no mistake 
about that,’’ Sen McWeeney 
said. ‘‘Bay Street is going to be 
ours next week.”’ 

The PLP Chairtman told 
supporters to be on Bay Street 








at Yam Tuesday tor the de- 
monstration in support of the 
Prime Minister. 

“We will demonstrate to the 
FNM, to th: PLP supporters 
everywhere and to the nation at 


large that the PLP is in charge - 


and just as we put the torch out 
last year, we are going to rain 
down a shower on that torch 
next week,”’ he said. 


FNM Rally Speeches 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 16 May 86 p l 


[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Text } 


OFFICIAL Opposition Leader 
Kendal Isaacs told an FNM rally | 
last night that the Progressive 
Liberal Government did not have 
the political will to deal with the 
drug trafficking problem in the 
Bahamas. 

Addressing supporters at a 
mass rally at R M Bailey Senior 
High School playing ficld, Mr 
Isaacs said that what was stated 
by Interpol’s Sixth Caribbe- 
an/Ccutral American Conference 
in connection with drug traffick- 
ing in many countries, applied 
very much to the Bahamas. 

The rally, the second this week, 
in a countdown to the FNM’s 
vote of no confidence in the 
Prime Minister, which will be 
moved when the House of 
Assembly meets Tuesday, was 
also addressed by several other 
FNM speakers. 

**f want you to know that when 
it comes to doing something 
about drug trafficking, when it 
comes to doing something about 
crime, crime is the responsibility 
of the Government,’’ Mr Isaacs 
told about 2,000 supporters at- 
tending the rally. 

‘‘And I believe that what was 
being said by Interpol the other 
day about drug trafficking in 
some countries, applics very much ° 
to the Bahamas,’’ the Opposition 


/9274 
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Leadct said. | 

“And I know that this Gov- 
ernment, when the drug situation 
became known to this country, 
did not have the political will to 
do anything about it,’’ Mr Isaac 
said. : 

He charged that Government 
allowed drug trafficking and 
crime generally, to reach the stage 
that it is at today. 

Secretary General of Interpol, 
Mr Raymond Kendall told a press 
conference earlier this week that 
political will was needed to stamp 
out drug trafficking. 

The Opposition Leader also 
attacked the Goverriment over its 
faiture ‘to deal with unemploy- 
ment. 

He exhorted FNM’s to 
participate in the party’s 
motorcade, which will be held 
tomorrow starting at R M Bailey 
Senior High School and ending at 
the Western Esplanade. 

On Tuesday, FNM supporters 
were urged to join the march 
from Windor Park to the Public 
Square, beginning at 9am, to 
demonstrate support of the FNM. 

The party wili move a motion 


of no confidence in the Prime 


Minister, which is expected to be 


debated Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday. 


The leaders of the PLP have 


already urged their supporters to 
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also turn out on Bay Street to 
demonstrate in support of the 
Government. 

Also speaking duing the rally 
was Mrs Janct Bostwies MP for 
Yamacraw, who predi- .<. victory 
for the FNM at the next gencral 
clections. 

“We've all got on our travelling 
shoes. We've been in full battle 
gear for a long time. We are more 
than warmed up for the fight,” 
the first lady of parliament told 
the rally. 


“| know and you know that in 
a short time now, a very short 
time, we shall overcome,’’ Mrs 
Bostwick said. ‘‘l know and you 
know and Pindling knows, the 
next time he calls an election, with 
the help of Almighty God, we 
shall whip the tyrants out of their 
seat of power.”’ 

She said no matter what the 
Prime Minister said, she would be 
one of the FNM members who 
would be returned to the House 
of Asseinbly. 


The Prime Minister predicted 
that the PLP would capture six of 
the 11 seats now held by the 
FNM, including the Yamacraw 


Constituency to which Mrs 


Bostwick was elected in 1982 
becoming the first woman in the 
House. 




















FNM SCORES NO-CONFIDENCE CHANGES, WILL CONTINUE PROTESTS 


FNM Viewpoint 
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THE Opposition has no in- 
tention of abandoning its 
commitment to demonstrate 
against the Pindling Govern- 
ment, party spokesman Ar- 
thur Foulkes said today. 

And he said it’ was Prime 
Minister Lynden Pindling - not 
the KNM - who introduced 
confrontation politics to the 
Bahamas. 

Speaker Clifford Darling yes- 
terday appealed to the PLP and 
INM to call off protests 
planned for outside the House. 
Sir Clifford said that when he 
demonstrated, it was for first- 
class citizenship and equality. 

“This is the very thing that 
the FNM is demonstrating for 
and a democracy which the 


Constitution and Conventions 


adhere to. One of these Con- 
ventions is that a corrupt 
government should step down, 
and another is that the Opposi- 
tion should be treated fairly in 
Parliament and should not have 
their motions arbitrarily 
mutilated by the Speaker or 
anyone clse,’’ Mr Foulkes said. 
The FNM called off Tues- 
day's demonstration, which was 
to coincide with a No Con- 
fidence action against the Prime 
Minister, because of the death 
of St Barnabas MP Sinelair 


Outten on Sunday. The PLP, . 


which announced a_ counter 
demonstration, did the same. 


Mr Foulkes said the FNM 
will decide what to do when its 
political activities resume after 
Mr Outten’s funeral Saturday. 

The House was suspended 
until next Wednesday. 

“1 don’t know where the 
Speaker is living,’’ but he 
should be aware of numerous 


complaints that FNMs are being — 


treated as second class citizens, 
Mr Foulkes said. : 

He said this situation also 
exists in factions of the 
Speaker’s party where friends 
of former Cabinet Ministers 
Hubert Ingraham and Perry 
Christie were fired and 
persecuted, and had _ nasty 
rumours spread about them. 

Mr Foulkes said that FNMs 
have suffered for years from 
second class treatment. 

“We are marching for the 
game thing he was talking 

'- about,”’ Mr Foulkes said. 

He said it is generally re- 

cognised that demonstrating is a 
justifiable instrument for demo- 
cratic politics. 
* ‘Now that the PLP is tot- 
‘Atcring, they want us to abandon 
demonstrating. We have to let 
the Prime Minister, Speaker 
and straw vendors know in no 
uncertain terms that we don’t 
intend to abandon that tool,”’ 
Mr Foulkes said. 

Singling out a warning by 
Pinedale MP Milo Butler on 
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confrontation politics, Mr 


i Foulkes said it was ‘‘Mr Pindl- 


ing’’ who first spoke of con- 
frontation after the 1982 elcc- 
tions, even though the FNM 
gave Government every oppor- 
tunity to play by the rules. 

He said Tuesday is not the 
first time the PLP called a 
demonstration to coincide with 
FNM protests. 

On May 15 - the night the 
PLP urged its supporters to go 
to Bay Street to coincide with 
an FNM demonstration - Sir 
Lynden said that while the 
country strives to make eco- 
nomic headway, ‘‘nobody must 
be permitted to get in the way 
or they will be thrown out of 
the way.”’ 

He called Opposition leader 
Kendal Isaacs a ‘‘jackass.”’ 

In February, 1985, Sir 
Lynden told over 1,000 sup- 
porters that the FNM = must 
decide whether it was going to 
pull buck or ‘‘draw blood." 
The FNM was planning a big 
demonstration in front of the 
House at the time. 

Said the Prime Minister: 
‘**Now they are going to have to 
decide whether they are going to 
pull back or whether they are 
going to draw blood. That is the 
decision the FNM must 
make... Whether they are going 
to pud back, or whether they 
are going to draw back. And 
that is a fateful position.”’ 














Fatice that month, the PLP. 


held a counter demonstration 
outside the House. Their sup- 
port dwindled after the first 
day. Hlundreds of FNMs_ re- 
turned to Bay Street the follow- 
ing day and chased Sir Lynden 
to his car as he left Parliament. 
A couple of weeks later, PLP 
chairman Sean McWeeney 
urged supporters not to go to 


Bay Strect when the House met * 


the following day. 
He said that by hot de- 


monstrating, the PIP had taken 
the lead. This, he said, was a 
symbol of the party’s com- 
mitment to the restoration of 
peace and sanity in the political 
process; that the party was 
prepared to take the lead in 
reducing' political tension, and 
that this was a sign of maturity 
and responsibility. . 

Last week, Mr McWeene 
joined Sir Lynden and Deputy 
Prime Minister Clement 
Maynard in urging their sup- 
porters to stage a_ counter 


Objection to Deletion 
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demonstration on Bay Street. 

“Pcrecall that in 1985, Mr 
McWeeney had a lot to say 
about reducing tension and 
demonstrating maturity and re- 
sponsibility,” Mr Foull.es said 
today. 

“What hapened to all of 
these high ideals in one short 
year? Have they gone back to 
square one to carry out the kind 
of confrontation politics Mr 
Pindling spoke of in 1982?"" he 
asked. 


FL282116 Nassau Domestic Service in English 1700 GMT 28 May 86 


[By Obie Wilchcombe] 


[Text] Prime Minister the Right Honorable Sir Lynden Pindling caught the 
opposition by surprise this morning when he informed the House on his pro- 
cedural point of order that he and the government are prepared to debate the 
opposition's resolution of no-confidence in its original form that was pre- 


sented on 12 March. 


The speaker of the house, Sir Clifford Darling, had deleted portions of the 
original resolution consistent with the rules of the house. 


The leader of the opposition, Mr Kendall Isaacs, this morning brought to the 


house an objection to the speaker's decision. 


Asked a question that he made 


a point of order, he said he wished to speak to the [word indistinct] point 
of order. This contained objections to the speaker's decision to delete 

He said whether the resolution is debated in 
its original form should not have depended on the government's [word indis- 
tinct] because, he insisted, those portions were wrongfully deleted. 


portions of the resolution. 


The speaker objected, telling Mr Isaacs not to mislead the house and suggest 
that he, the speaker, had done something wrong. 


The prime minister's announcement this morning eventually met with an adjourn- 
ment after the opposition requested that the resolution in its original form 
with the deleted paragraph 10 be now placed on the agenda of the house. 


Both the prime minister and the member of Parliament denounced the situation. 
The Honorable Arthur Hanna suggested way to rectify the matter and allow for 


the debate to proceed. 


The opposition objected, asking for an adjournment. 


Both sides agreed on the house adjournment and it did until Wednesday, 


4 June. 
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FNM GROUP SCORES CHURCH'S 'PACT' WITH POLITICIANS 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 24 May 86 p 1 


{Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Text ] 


THE Church has seemingly 
formed a pact with politicians, 
thus prostituting themselves 
to the extent that even the 
voices of a few spiritual 
leaders who speak out is 
often of no effect, Mrs Rosie 
Grant, chaplain of the FNM 
Women’s Association said 
last night. 


Addressing the Association's 
symposium/panel discussion on 


“Bahainiais women and poli-: 


tics," at the St John’s College 
auditorium, Mrs Grant said 
there is not enough Christian 
force prepared to take God at 
his word and to stand up for 
Truth and Justice. 

“The Church should be in the 
position to speak out against 
the wrongs and the injustices of 
the loss fotdunaic,’” she said. 
“Even the wicked Government 
would do well to stay in the 
grace of a united voice of the 
Church. But sad to say, we find 

" the opposite today. 

‘The Church has seemingly 
formed a pact with politicians, 
thus prostituting themselves to a 
point that even the voice of a 
few spiritual leaders who speak 
out is often of non effect 
because there is not enough 
Christian force that is prepared 
to take God at his word and to 


stand up for Truth and 
Justice,’’ she said. 
“Now | know these are 


uncomfortable statements but 
they are also cold, hard facts,” 
said Mrs Grant, who spoke on 


the topic: ‘Religion and _poli- 
tics: a workable combination."’ 
‘*A brief, compromising 


' silence on issues which affect 


the lives of so many less 
fortunate, the silence on so 
many victimization, injustices 


meted out to people, tells us’ 


plainly that there is something 
missing in the Church’s unity,”’ 
she said. 


‘*The Church would do well 
to stay out of politics,’ she 
said. ‘‘and being spiritually 
united in its voice will shake the 
halls of parliament and effect 
great changes. 

**This for now is a dream and 
a vision which I pray to become 
a reality,’* she said. 

Mrs Grant said that 
Bahamians have been told that 
politics is a dirty business and 
this is the general thought or 


. misconception which many have 


laboured under. 


“The idca of a Christian 
entering politics is taboo in the 
minds of, many,’’ she said. 
**The general feeling is that you 
get involved with a clean record 
and before long, you are cor- 
rupt and dishonest, that in 
politics, sare’s integrity and 
decency tiust be put aside if he 
or she is to survive in the 
political arena.”’ 


She said that a Christian 
layinan or minister - it is even 
worse for this individual - is 
looked upon as an outcast, 
estranged from God. 
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‘This fact can easily be borne 
out when we review past history 
of men of the clot who dared 
to enter frontline politics,’” she 
said. ‘“‘These persons lose 
because of the negative attitudes 
of the members of socicty. 

‘*A great many people fail to 
understand that it is God 


‘himself who ordains govern- 


ments. It is he who sets up and 
breaks down kingdoms,"’ she 
said. 

She quoted a verse from the 
Second Samucl in the Old 
which stated that 
‘the that ruleth over men must 
be just, ruling in the fear of 
God.”’ 

“Every public official takes 
an oath to be honest, honest 
and fair in their duties which so 
often affect the lives of so many 
persons, particularly the poor 
and underprivileged,"* she said. 

Further, declared Mrs Grant, 
Bahamians are a people who 
profess to be Godly. 

“How hypocritical of us as a 
people to demand justice from 
the wicked, compassion from 
the’ heartless, honesty and 
fairplay from the corrupt and 
morality from the licentious,”’ 
she said. “How hypocritical to 
demand from the unrighteous 
rightcousness.”” 

She said that the governing of 
a people is a task that must be 
taken with the guidance of: 
Almighty God. 

“It is a ministry of service for 
all the people, even those who 








Opps oul views,”* she said. 
This calls for much love.” 

She seid that at present, it is 
motnnbent upon Bahamians to 


demand righteous leadership if 


they are to have good vovern- 
ment. 


“Quir nation is in serious 
problems, our youth are 
crippled by the yoke of un- 
employment, destroyed by im- 
morality and drug addiction, 
tecnage pregnancy,” she said. 

“Confusion seems to be the 
order of the day. These things 
seem to tell us that we, as a 
people, need to turn to the Lord 
with all our hearts so that he 
can heal all our lives,”’ she said. 

She said that often when a 
Chri8tian is running for 
parliament, he is asked whether 
it is for political mileage. 


“The answer is no. God has , 


endowed cach of us with tal- 
cents. We suffer when we refuse 
to use them to the glory of God 
in any area of life in which we 
are needed ,”* she said. 

“Our socicty suffers when it 
refuses to recognise and use 
those whom God has endowed 
to cnhance our lives,’ she said. 

Mrs Grant said that there are 
those who tell us that when we 
enter parliament we are turning 
our backs on God. 

**To those persons, | pose the 
following question: Is it not a 
Christian's duty to speak out 
against all evils? How can 
Christians be opposed to society 
if they remain silent? How can 
we pray for good government 
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when we continually sote for 
uajust and corrupt men? Is it 
not a Christian’s duty to govern 
the people in the fear of the 
Lord?” she asked. 

“If we continue to reject 
good Christian men and 
women, then we will be forever 
plagued with an ungodly and 
uncaring government,” Mrs 
Grant said. 

She said that ‘we speak of 
freedom from slavery but we 
are mentally enslaved by 
idcologics that are often wrong 
and thus bring about a greater 
form of slavery. 

*Suciety must react quickly tf 
there is to be any hope for the 
future,” she said. ““We must 
demand honest and upright 
persons in government. For it is 
then and only then that we will 
be able to say that it is better in 
the Bahamas."" 

“And ours will be a land 
where unemployment will be at 
its lowest, our youth educated 
to reject drugs in all its forms 
and to strive for the better 
things in life, a land where 
parliamentary democracy is not 


mere words but an. active 


reality, a land where we as a 
people united under God would 
rise above all social ills that 
bind us,"" she said. 

“So come on brothers and 
sisters, let's vote for honour 
and rightcousness, let's give 
them a chance. Our nation and 
the entire Caribbean will be 
secured for the future genera- 
Hons if we act now,” she said. 
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JAMAICAN ENVOY--Jamaica High Commissioner Keith Johnson, 0J, (left) who 
presented his letters of credence to Governor-General Sir Gerald Cash at 
Government House yesterday morning, called on Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Clement Maynard on Monday. The High Commissioner was accompanied by his 
wife, Dr Pamela Johnson and their daughters, Mrs Hope Vargas and Mrs Marie 
Hule. [Photo caption] (Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 7 May 86 p 1} /9274 


MISSING SEEASURY FUNDS--Police Commissioner Gerald Bartlett today had no 
knowledge of reports that a large sum of money was missing from the Treasury. 
Deputy Treasurer D Darling said he was nct aware that any funds were missing. 
However, there were strong reports circulating that at least $2.4 million had 
been discovered missing from the Treasury. The Tribune was told it was re- 
cently discovered that a large sum of money had been removed from the Treasury 
over a long period of time. It was reported that police were interested in 
having the assistance of a former Treasury employee. [Text] [Nassau THE : 
TRIBUNE in English 16 May 86 p 1] /9274 
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BARROW IN INTERVIEW COVERS RELATIONS WITH U.S, TRINIDAD 
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Port-of-Spain DAILY EXPRESS in English 2 Jun 86 pp 6, 31, 33, 35 


{Article by Anthony Milne: "Barrow Hits Out at Reagan: 


Santa Claus"] 


[Text ] 


Bridgetown, Sunday 


BARBADOS’ new Prime Ministe: Lrrol Wal- 
ton Barrow, known to Barbadians as “the 
Skipper,”’ drives himself around the island in 
a light yellow, left-hand drive Mercedes Benz. 

He refuses police escorts but has agreed that 
he will have a chaffeur on state occasions. 

He decided against moving into sumptuous 
Iiaro Court, the Prime Minister’s official resi- 
dence, and ‘will live in his own. home. One of 
his pleasures is cooking. 

Barrow was in the Royal Air Force during 
the Second World War and is a lawyer. He has 
been in Parliament for 35 Fc rs and was a 
member of the Barbados Labour Party under 
Grantley Adams until they fell out in 1956. 

He then- formed the Democratic Labour 
Party and went on to win the 1961 general 
election. 

He remained in power for 15 years, taking 
Barbados to independence in 1966 and becom- 
ing its first prime minister. 

He and his party were defeated at the polls 
in 1976 by the Barbados Labour Party under 
Grantley Adams’ son J.M.G. “Tom” Adams. 

Barrow can be aloof and has been described 
as “arrogant.” Express reporter ANTHONY 
MILNE, in Barbados to cover the election, 
was told that Barrow did not speak to the 
press easily, but when he met during the 
swearing-in of government Members of Par- 
liament at Government House on Friday, Bar- 
row readily agreed to this interview. 

The interview was conducted in an upper 
room of the Democratic Labour Party's head- 

arters, “The Auditorium,” in Belleville, 

ridgetown, while Barrow sorted through 
— of -congratulatory telegrams and 
eee rang. He was waiting on a call to 

nidad and Tobago Prime Minister George 
Chambers to get through. 


the way in which the 


sist on purification of 
the whole electoral 


EXPRESS: Mr 
do 


creased? : 
mang ty If it -: 
presence in 0 
tourists, I think it should 
be increased. But if it is 
in the of people 
from the CIA and the 
State Department I am 
not in favour of it. 
EXPRESS: Do you 
neo yourself difforinz 


I Don't Believe in 


in this view from oth- 
er Caricom leaders in 
power at present at 
the moment, like Ed- 
ward Seaga and Eu- 
genia estan for 


"BARROW: 1 have 


Oe their 
police, so we don’t have 
to quarrel about it. That 


I hate to mention 
how long. but it must be 
about 40 years in the 
case of Miss Charles, as 
a student and family 
friend. But I never con- 
sidered her much of a 
politician. 

But I don’t consider 
that she suits day and 
age in politics. Mr Seaga 
thinks the solution to 
Jamaica’s problem is to 
get President Reagan to 
play Santa Claus. I do 
not believe iz: Santa 
Claus. It is simph, that’s 
all — we disagree in our 
beliefs. 











I do not think Barba- 
dians would accept a si- 
tuation in which 
political parties as par- 
ties resorted to violence 
as a means of changing 
the government. 

EXPRESS: But 
there were one or two 
incidents involving 
violence. 

BARROW: There 
were one or two inci- 
dents, but I would prefer 
not to dwell on that. You 
can't take one or two 
isolated incidents perpe- 
trated by individuals and 
elevate them into a gen- 
eral pattern of violence. 
And we do our best, even 
when the violence was 
directed against us, not 
to make too much of it. 

EXPRESS: Did 
you expect such a 
large movement of 
support away from 
the ruling party? 
What accounted for 
this? What was it the 


people really dislike - 


about the Barbados 
‘Labour Party Gov- 
ernment? 

BARROW: The first 
problem was unemploy- 
ment and the govern- 
ment never really came 
to grips with this prob- 
lem. The second problem 
was the massive amount 
of unproductive expendi- 
ture in the public sector 
like the building of the 
Central Bank which cost 
$100 million, building a 
road in a small island 
like Barbados for anoth- 
er $100 million (for what 
reason no one has been 
able to find out), when 
there are crying social 
needs such as p Biase 
of housing, and factories 
being closed down wi- 
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thout any proper assis- 
tance from the 
government... These were 
the major factors. 

EXPRESS: There 
were also charges of 
corruption and inter- 
ference with the nor- 
mal course of legal 
procedure made on 
the platform during 
the campaign, we- 
ren’t there? 

BARROW: This was 
all part of the arrogance 
of the government mi- 
nisters. They had a com- 
plete disrespect for the 


- procedures of the courts. 


Government ministers 
were above the law. Na- 
turally, the people re- 
sented this because they 
saw flagrant breaches of 
the law committed by 


persons in authority. Ei- 


ther no _ prosecutions 
were brought at all, or if 
rosecutions were 
t, the law enforce- 

ment authorities were 


part in the make up of 
the two parties? 
BARROW: No. I 
think the government 
rthing cal ar ae 
and w te 


ii; 
: 


ipa 
Ht 
sted 

viEEE 2 


is 
: 


8 
3 


ry 
ta 
RE 


BARROW: We have 
because 


duce that level of unem- 


loyment fi 
Comenhe senti> @ yr 


very u t matter. 
"EXPRESS: Your 
manifesto spoke of 
tax reductions, cuts in 
public spending, and 
bly sale of shares 
n state enterprises. 
These measures ere 
all aimed at reviving 
the economy, are 


they? 

BARROW: What is 
happening now is that 
there a lot of government 
enterprises which are 
very badly managed, 
very uneconomical, and 
the taxpayers have to 
subsidise these public 
enterprises when we 

= ar Aa 
support them if t 
were in private hands. 

I am not a great 
apostle for private enter- 

, but I recognise 
that there are certain 
things a government has 
to 4 and can do well, 
and there are other 
things a government is 
just not equipped to do. 
A rnment is not 

equipped to run 
broadcasting stations, te- 
levision services, or ho- 
tels. 

This is omer gg | for 
private enterprise. What 
the government has done 
in our case has been to 
go into this kind of in- 
vestment because there 
was not e h capital 
formation .in private 
sector, and to direct the 
course of these projects 
— like the Hilton Hotel, 
the Arawak Cement 
Plant, and the radio and 
— seyren 

ut once you have got 
them started. there is no 
reason for the govern- 
ment to hang on to 
them, or for them to 
have staffs accommodat- 
ing le’s friends and 
political adherents. It 
then becomes an uneco- 
nomical proposition. Our 
idea is privatisation of 
certain enterprises which 
we feel would be less 

irdensome . 
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ST JOHN INTERVIEWED ON ECONOMY, CENTRAL BANK REPORT 
Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 18 May 86 p 44 


(Text ] THE RECORD JUMP in savings in the commercial banks in 
January and February has been attributed to the 1985 Budget. 
In an exclusive SUNDAY SUN interview, Prime Minister 
Bernard St.John said: “I am sure that the Budget of 1985 had 
-something to do with it; because not only did we provide special 
oy ee acacia endl 
ment in 2 


He adds: “When you look at it from a April to March position, | 
think that the ovtance will now indlente that wo have hed on 
increase, particularly in the first quarter of this year, in the 
economic activity in Barbados.” 

The latest statistics from the Central Bank have revealed that 
in commercial banks, Barbadians had accumulated $512 million 
in personal savings and that in January and February, personal 
eT a eee $8 million, the single largest increase 


vered was not accurate, in that he protrayed a more favourable 
position of the economy than the Central Bank Report indi- 
cated it to be. 

He ins: “First, | must point out that the Central Bank 
Report with a calendar from January to December. A 
pee sedate Pog see ge is mostly with the fiscal year, 
which is il to March. Now my Budget speech explains that 
when you at it from the point of view of the calendar year 
1985, January to April was good. 


mer tourism was not good. But in the last quarter, there 
percent: he ney men larly since September, 1985 


: very 
fodicetane ore cea as ime I was delivering the Budget, sll the 
indicators are now that the first quarter 1986 is good. 
“Unem is now 15.6 percent as opposed to 17.4 
ae same period in 1985. ry promn dy bs wn see 

passengers were about 30 percen: hi 
visitors, | am told, will definitely be up. a 
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“As a matter of fact, the statistics for January and February 
indicate that for those two months, we have had the largest 
amount of visitors ever to come to Barbados in a January or a 
February 

Tek Tien tint teats tobeneid tole quad, Geeeee 00 had 
the English Test series ar.d a large number of English people 
came in. 

“We also know from the returns from both the Hilton ani 
Heywoods that January to April were very good months fcr 
those hotels; as the revenue they received this year was far 
greater than the revenue they received last year for the same 


period. 

“We know too that the hotel tax was much greater. We also 
know that inflation between January and March was very low; 
as a matter of fact, it was a minus quantity. 

“We haven't got the April figures in yet; but they will soon be 
available. I am sure that the position between January to April 
will indicate that inflation was below two 

“What about sugar? This year, we will have at least 12 000 
oo ety phy or her hep aan * nef deadeaay 

get etn ohh reag! Leer oem 

“Now ufacturing. There is strong evidence available to 
us that there is an upsurge in the interests in investment in 
Barbados. I am told by the IDC (Industrial Cor- 
Se aaragaetiormlsanaaetes set up in 


prospects of the Barbados economy in 1986 was different from 
what the Central Bank said. 

“The Central Bank Report deals with January to Decembe. ; 
and if you look at that period in my Budget, you will notice that 
in several places I made reference to the fact that we had a good 
first quarter; two bad quarters in the second and the third; and 
that there was evidence of a pick up in the fourth quarter.” 
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DLP ACCUSED OF INTRODUCING RACE ISSUE IN CAMPAIGN 
St John Comments 
Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 18 May 86 p 1 
[Text] RACISM is posing a probability likely ,in the unfor- 
threat to the economic sta- tunate event if the Democratic 
bility of Barbados, said oo 
| Prime Minister and leader ee 
;of the Barbados Labour Mr. St. John asked: “Which 
‘Party (BLP), Bernard wing will it be?” He replied: “At 
St.John, in reviewing the present moment the evi 
oy — | ee aye Reyne rd 
for ne ’ think people : a 
; destroy this 
‘on Wednesday, May 28. 7 Ot re con be no future for the Democratic Labour Party: 
“This threat has arisen be- 5. 4.40os with a Don Black- should not vote for the Demo- 
ng cy — eg a ence within the Democratic rw pays fey = 
Morris, Ramases Caddle, Labour Party. There is no ex- rm - 


: cuse to say that there are a 
Saantetie ete wee others in the Democratic Mr. St. John concluded: “I 
wing in the Democratic Labour who might not am convinced from the reaction 
- tre wet yh w as the toour public yore that our 

~~ the Democratic campaign is gathering mo- 
anata in Barbad eader of th 
fear, instabilite. and lishar- a mentum; that in the country 
mony. This can only mean dis- “He openiy courted Don Barbados Labour Party is as 
aster for Barbados,” said Mr. ~~ -A 


St. John. Blackman. He has a tiger that myself | 

He added: “A country like hecan’t control. We are ending as the logical leader; as the 
| Barbados is dependent on fore- up now with a very, very grave right i 
| ign investment and confidence situation as Barrow is, in all at the right time. 


if 





Barrow Response 


Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 18 May 86 p 1 





[Text ] OPPOSITION LEADER He described as “pure, un- 
Errol Barrow said on Fri nonsense 
day night that race was that wey a a 
notanissueintheGeneral _pjatforms during the cam- 
Election as far as the _paign. 
Democratic Labour Party Mr. Barrow told the SUN- 
(DLP) was concerned. DAY SUN after the political 
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He said election time was not 
a time for entertainment, but a 
time for serious reflection, and 
noted that the St. Michael East 
constituency candidate Dr. 
Don Blackman was a victim of 
discrimination. 

The DLP head also spoke of 
manipulation of the affairs of 
the country in such a way that 
there was a perception that 
a not in power manipu- 
ated the people who were the 
political directorate to victi- 
mise not only the hapless, de- 
fenceless working class masses 
of Barbados, but also Cabinet 
ministers themselves. 


Mr. Barrow noted that when 


meeting at Eagle Hall, St. 
Michael, that he was not in the 
least disturbed by the introduc- 
tion of race and racial discri- one highlighted those points, it 
mination into the elections, be- was claimed that racialism was 
cause his partyhadnotdoneso. being preached. When he was 
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leader of the country, he said, 
he had introduced the Public 
Order Act and anyone who 
preached racialism on the plat- 
form should be prosecuted. 

And Mr. Barrow called on 
anyone who thought the DLP 
and its members were 
preaching racialism to go to the 

lice and ask that the person 

rosecuted. 

e said whenever one tried 
to get people in the country to 
realise they have important de- 
cisions to make, “they say you 
are preaching racialism and ra- 
cial discrimination, but we 
have a law for that.” 

Mr. Barrow said his party's 
campaign was going very well 
and they had been able to get 
the issues affecting the country 
over to the crowd. 











VIOLENCE ERUPTS AT PARTY RALLIES; BARROW URGES CALM 


Reports of Injuries 


Bridgetown DAILY NATION in English 21 May 86 p 3 


{Text ] 


VIOLENCE erupted at a 
Democratic Labour Party 
(DLP) public meeting on Mon- 
day night as the political cli- 
mate waxed hot. It caused two 
men to be injured; a woman 
trampled and a young man 


arrested. 

Dr. Don Blackman had just 
mounted the rostrum, when a 
slight drizzle started, causing 
some people to seek shelter. 

And suddenly, there was a 
mini stampede as several 
stones were hurled into the 
crowd. The meeting was at 
Wavell Avenue, Black Rock, St. 
Michael. 

But it failed to break up the 
meeting; for Blackman, the 
DLP’s candidate for St. 
Michael] East, and Branford 
Taitt, for St. Michael West, 
came to the microphone and 
shouted repeatedly; “Don’t 
run, don’t run; stand firm, 
don’t run; everything is alright; 
don’t run.” 


In the stampede, one woman 
was trampled, though not bad- 
ly hurt; and two men, David 
Wason, of St. Stephen’s Hill, 
Black Rock, St. Michael, and 
Clyde Phillips, of Phillips 
Road, St. Stephen’s Hill, re- 
ceived head injuries and were 
rushed to the Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital, where they were tre- 
ated and discharged. 

Speaking to the DAILY NA- 
TION following the incident, 
Wes Hall, the DLP’s candidate 
for St. Michael West, described 
the incident as unfortunate, 
especially as it happened in 
such a mammoth crowd. 

“It could have been anyone,” 
he said, and did not point an 
accusing finger at any person 
or party. He added: “I am very 
sorry about that; it is that sort 
of element we don’t want in 
politics.” 

A young man was arrested 
by the police. 
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[Tae Port-of-Spain DAILY EXPRESS on 26 May, page 19, reports a subsequent inci- 
dence of violence on 25 May, in a CANA-REUTER dispatch from Bridgetown: 


["Six people were injured today during a clash in a suburban district as 
political parties continued campaigning for next Wednesday's general elections, 


radio reports said. 


Among the injured was the ruling Barbados Labour Party's 


candidate for the St Michael West constituency, businessman Muhammed Nasser, 
Police confirmed that a number of people had been hospital- 
ised and the incident was under investigation."] 


the reports said. 
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Barrow's Reaction 


Bridgetown DAILY NATION in English 21 May 86 p 3 


{Text } 


DEMOCRATIC LABOUR PARTY 
LEADER, ERROL BARROW, wants to 


see a vioience-free general election cam- 
paign. 

And yesterday he told party supporters not 
to retaliate against the stone-throwing incident 
at the DLP mass meeting at Wavell Avenue, 
Black Rock, St. Michael, on Sunday night. 

At a press conference yesterday, Barrow 
said while it was up to the parties to ensure the 
elections were free and fair, it was up to the 
masses to ensure the campaigning was free of 
violence. 

But at the same time, he 
made it clear no such incident 
would prevent the DLP from 
presenting its programme to 
the people. 

“No amount of stone- 
throwing and no amount of ex- 
pensive ads in newspapers 
trying to divert the attention of 
the people and the electorate of 
Barbados from the basic issues 
of unemployment, manipula- 
tion and victimisation will suc- 
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‘ceed in diverting us trom put- 


ting our programme to the peo- 
ple of this island,” he said. 
Barrow said he was relieved 
the injuries to victims of the 
stone-throwing were not se- 
rious and that the police were 
investigating the incident. He 
sympathised with persons who 


attended the meeting, only to 


return home “in a worse state 
that when they left”. 

Barrow urged Barbadians 
not to be caught up in these 
acts of violence, not even in re- 
taliation. 

Of the Wavell Avenue stone- 
throwing Prime Minister Ber- 
nard St. John said he regretted 
the incident, and was confident 
the case would be handled 
appropriately by the police. 

e said the Barbados Labour 
Party (BLP) was of the opinion 
that all parties had a right to be 
heard, and he was against poli- 


‘tical violence of any kind. 
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DLP ELECTION MANIFESTO PROVIDES DETAILS OF PARTY'S PLANS 
Programs for People 
Bridgetown : DAILY NATION in English 21 May 86 p 18 


[Excerpts of the Democratic Labour Party's 1986 General Election Manifesto, 
published by the DAILY NATION as a public service] 


[Text] DLP Plan for the People 


A DLP GOVERNMENT will 
lead the way to new heights of 
mutual concern and regard 
among the people of Barbados. 
A DLP Government will be a 
government for the people. 

l'eople and their needs have 
been the focus of all that has 
been proposed in this manifes- 
to. We now propose the follow- 
ing measures for the protection 
and upliftment of the young, 
the elderly, our women-folk 
and workers: 


Youth 


1. A Ministry of Youth 
Affairs will be established. 

2. A broadly-based National 
Advisory Council on Youth will 
be re-established. 

3. Financial support to the 
Barbados Youth Council wi'l 
be resumed. 

4. A policy of youth participa- 
tion at all levels of Government 
will be implemented. 

5. The Skills Training Prog- 
ramme will be put under the 
aegis of the Samuel Jackman 
Prescod Polytechnic, and fully 
integrated into the educational 
system. 

6. A non-military, non- 
compulsory National Youth 
Service will be established. 

7. Financial support will be 
made available to young crafits- 
men and skilled tradesmen 





wishing to launch their own 
business enterprises. 

8. A Central Sports Secretar- 
iat will be established to pro- 
vide administrative and sec- 
retarial assistance to sports 
organisations, and to assist in 
the mobilisation of people for 
sport and recreation. 

9. A National Gymnasium 
will be constructed. 

10. A comprehensive prog- 
ramme for the training and 
supply of coaches and physical 
education instructors, will be 
established. 

11. Duty on sporting goods 
and equipment will be re- 
moved. 

12. Playground facilities will 
be enhanced. 

13. Adequate financial sup- 
port will be provided for the 
Challener School, the Thelma 
Vaughan Memorial Home and 
the Children’s Development 
Centre. 


The elderly 


1. The minimal National In- 
surance Pension will be in- 
creased, with immediate effect, 
to $62 per week, and the non- 
coniributory, old-age pension 
wil! be increased to $50 per 
weck. : 

2. I’ensioners living in their 
owr homes will be granted a 
dis¢ou'st of 50 percent on Prop- 
erty Taxes. 
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3 Pensioners will once again 
he a}lo~ed to travel free of cost, 
on public. transportation, at 
any time of the day or night. 

4. Periodic outings to places 
of interest will be organised for 
the elderly. 

5. Arrangements will be 
made for the delivery of hot 
meals to pensioners who are in 
need of such daily service. 

6. Retired Public Officers 
and Teachers will be guaran- 
teed periodic adjustments to 
pensions, sufficient to ensure 
that such pensions will not be 
less than half the entitlement 
of present incumbents of posts 
from which the officer or 
teacher retired. 

7. Pensioners will, in 
appropriate circumstances, be 
assisted in meeting the cost of 
water and or electricity. 

8. Retired persons will be in- 
vited to make their knowledge 
and skills available to the 
Skills Training Programme. 


Women 


1. Special attention will be 
paid to the creation of job 
opportunities for women, with 
a view to equalising job oppor- 
tunities for men and women. 

2. Initiatives will be taken to 
ensure that women will have, 
and will be seen to have, the 
same opportunities as men, for 





promotion within the public 
service. 

3. Women will be given grea- 
ter opportunities to participate 
in the decision-making proces- 
ses of government, at all levels. 

4. The further development 
of women’s organisations will 
be encouraged and facilitated. 

6. Additional Day Nurseries 
will be established, in conve- 
nient locations 

6. Income received as child 
support in accordance with de- 
cisions of the Court, will be ex- 
empt from income tax. 


Workers 


1. Legislation will be intro- 
duced to protect workers from 
arbitrary or unfair dismissal. 

2. Severance payment leg- 
islation will be revised in the 
interest. of employees. 

3. Workers will be accorded 
representation on all statutory 





boards. 


4. Government's subvention 
to the Barbados Workers’ Un- 
ion Labour College will be in- 
creased, in a context whereby 
management and workers’ 
educational institutions will be 
granted funds to train workers 
in areas pertinent to decision- 
making and industrial rela- 
tions. 

5. Funds will be provided for 
the establishment of a chair in 
industrial relations at the Cave 
Hill Campus of the University 
of the West Indies. 

6. International Labour 
Organisation Convention No. 
140 on paid educational leave 
will be ratified. 

7. The Employment Ex- 
change will be reorganised and 
upgraded. 

8. A specific] system to con- 
ciliation for industrial disputes 
in the public sector, will be 
established. 


Agricultural, Fishing Policies 


Bridgetown DAILY NATION in English 21 May 86 p 19 


[Article: "Agreed Blueprint on the Land"] 


{Text ] 


DIVERSIFICATION and 
modernisation are the 
watchwords of the Democratic 
Labour Party’s policy on 
agriculture. We appreciate 
that in present circumstances, 
sugar cane cultivation must be 
accorded a priority claim on 
our land resources. 

A DLP Government will, 
therefore, be calling on all 
available expertise, within the 
country, to come up with an 
agreed blueprint for the 
development of the 
agricultural sector, which will 
fulfil the objectives of the 
DLP’s agricultural policy. 

The first tenet of the DLP’s 
agricultural policy is that 
agriculture must provide an 
adequate livelihood for all 
persons employed in 
agriculture. 

In addition, a DLP 
Government will ensure that 
agricultura! planning will give 
equal emphasis to the foreign 
exchange saving and the 


foreign exchange earning 
potential of agricultural 
production. 

Special emphasis will be 
placed on agronomic and 
market research. The' 
intention will be to infuse 
Barbadian agriculture with a 
new dynamism, which will 
enable it to reach the frontiers 
of scientific agriculture and 
become responsive to local and 
international market 
conditions. 

Essentially, the DLP’s 
strategy, in the area of 
agriculture, will be to provide a 
consistent climate of support, 
encouragement, cooperation, 
facilitation and 
accommodative regulatory 
action. To this end, a DLP 
Government will implement 
the following measures: 

1. The Agricultural Levy 
will be abolished and refunds 
will be made to all persons who 
have paid such levy. 

2. Positive incentives will 
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9. Comprehensive and up-to- 
date legislation on occupation- 
al safety, health and the work- 
ing environment, will be intro- 
duced. 

10. An actuarial review of 
the National Insurance 
Scheme will be commissioned, 
with a view to improving be- 
nefits. 

11. Workers will be allowed 
to celebrate May Day, on the 
day of their preference. 

12. The growth and develop- 
ment of the cooperative move- 
ment will be encouraged and 
facilitated. 

13. Cultural activity will be 
fostered through all appropri- 
ate measures, including the 
establishment oi schools for the 
performing arts. 

14. No Property Tax will be 
payable on the first 30 percent 
of the improved site value, for 
— living in their own 

omes. 


be provide to land-owners, in 
order to facilitate the return of 
idle lands to agricultural 
production. 

3. Government will lead by 
example, by ensuring that 
government-owned 
agricultural land is fully 
utilised and efficiently farmed. 

4. More government land 
will be made available for 
Spring-Hall-type projects, in 
plot sizes which are 
determined to be manageable 
and appropriate to the type of 
cultivation envisaged. 

5. Special incentive 
schemes will be designed to 
facilitate the use of the various 
types of agricultural land in a 
manner which accords with an 
agreed agricultural land 
utilisation plan. 

6. Paid-up contributions to 
the Barbados Agricultural 
Society will be matched, on a 
dollar-to-dollar basis, up to a 
maximum of $250 000 per 
annum, on condition that 











government funds be used for 
research and development 
purposes. 

7. Agricultural out-stations 
will be reactivated to provide: 
(a) stud services; 


(b) technical and financial 


management counselling; 


(c)mechanical assistance in : 


land preparation, planting and 
harvesting; 
(d) demonstration plots and 


other devices designed to - 


expose small farmers to new 
appropriate plant varieties 
and to new techniques in 
fertiliser application and pest 
control. 

8. The system of loans to 
farmers will be modified to any 
extent necessary to ensure that 
farmers have adequate and 
timely access to loans. 


9. Incentives and. 
facilitation will be offered for : 


the production and mark 

of new approved agricult 

and horticultural products. 
10. Production of beef and 

mutton and cotton will be 


Support for Fishing 
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| especially encouraged. 

| 11.A DLP Government will 

‘ensure that importation of 
ep milk, by the Pine 

ill Dairy, does not restrain 
the growth of local milk 
production. 

12. Government agencies 
will work closely with farmers 
on the design and 
implementation of methods to 
minimise praedial larceny and 
a destruction by monkeys 

rats. 

13. A DLP Government will 
encourage and, if necessary, 
participate financially in the 
establishment of a multi- 
faceted processing plant for 
vegetables. 


14. Incentives and, if 
necessary, financial assistance 
will be made available to 
indigenous food processing 
operations such as the one 
sponsored by the National 
Organisation of Women. 

15. Activities of the Export 
Promotion Corporation, the: 
Barbados Marketing 


A DLP GOVERNMENT will provide sys- 
tems of support for fishing which will, 
wherever appropriate, parallel those pro- 
vided for agriculture. In particualr, a DLP 
Government will: 

1. Provide tax incentives and financial 


assistance to promote the processing, . 


packaging and marketing of fish, and the 
development of fish-based products; 

2. Provide substantially increased 
assistance to fishermen, in relation to the 
repair and re-equipment of their boats; 

3. Encourage and facilitate the develop- 
ment of fish farming; 

4. Arrange for the insurance of the total 
fishing fleet, through a system whereby 
fishermen will be allowed to pay boat in- 
surance on a monthly basis. A policy direc- 


tive will be given to the Insurance Cor- ' 


poration of Barbados, in this regard; 


5. Establish research programmes to 
provide the necessary technology for the 
optimal exploitation of our fishing re- 
sources, with a view to converting the 
fishing industry into a major foreign ex- 
change earning industry; 

6. Organise training for fishermen in 
the maintenance of engines and other 
equipment. 
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Corporation, embassies and 
high commissions will be 


_ coordinated into a finely 


attuned system for the local 
and international marketing of 
agricultural and horticultural 
products. Initiatives such as 
the cooperative marketing 
outlet at the Glebe, St. George, 
will be encouraged and 
assisted. 

16.The role of the 
Agricultural Development 
Corporation as a development 
agency will be re-emphasised 
and facilitated. 

17. More scholarships will be 
provided for Agricultural 
studies at the University of the 
West Indies. 

18. Programmes related to 
agriculture, at the Community 
College and the Polytechnic 
will be expanded and 
strengthened. 

19. The 4-H movement will 
be encouraged and provided 
with substantial assistance. 





UNIONS JOIN IN PROTESTING GOVERMENT WAGE OFFER 


Bridgetown DAILY NATION in English 21 May 86 p 1 


[Text ] 


TWO of Barbados’ 
strongest public sec- 
-tor unions join forces 
tomorrow in a show of 
solidarity, protesting 
Government’s latest 
wage offer to civil ser- 
vants. 


The 7 000-strong 
National Union of Public 
Workers (NUPW) and the 
near 2 000-strong Barba- 
dos Union of Teachers 
(BUT) hold their joint 
meeting at Queen’s Park 
at 9 a.m. 

President of the NUPW, 
Nigel Harper, and his 
BUT counterpart, Victor 
Hutchinson, announced 
this yesterday at a press 
conference. 


The conference followed a 
NUPW meeting attended by 
about 3 000 members at which 
the organisation’s general 
secretary, Joseph Goddard, 
and Harper brought the union 
up to date on Government’s 
latest. proposals on the current 
negotiations. 

Hutchinson said it was the 
unions’ joint view that Govern- 


ment’s approach to the negotia- . 


tions so far had been one of 
stalling that had prevented 
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any satisfactory progress. 

r disclosed that after 
four meetings, Government 
was offering a seven-percent 
increase for workers at the bot- 
tom of the scale in the first 
year, and two percent in the 
second; five and two percent for 
workers in the middle; and a 
two-percent increase for those 
at the top. 

This same offer of seven per- 
cent at the bottom and two at 
the top had been made to the 
BUT, according to Hutchinson 
who explained that the in- 


crease at the bottom meant an. 


additional $70 before income 
tax and other levies were de- 
ducted. 

“We have both indicated that 
we consider the offers made by 
the Government so far to be 
soon insulting and ridicu- 

” he said. 


The NUPW has proposed a 
25-percent increase at the bot- 
tom and a 15-percent hike at 
top. while the teachers are 

ing 27 percent at the bot- 
tom and 17 percent at the top. 

Hutchinson charged that 
Government’s approach to the 
talks had “not been serious and 
that there has been an effort to 
protract the negotiations un- 
duly which is evidenced by the 

of such low and paltry 
offers”. 

He added, “Having discussed 
the matter together, the two 
unions have agreed that it is 
appropriate at this time to de- 
monstrate in a visible and a 
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forceful way our dissatisfaction 
with the state of affairs. 

“We are calling on Govern- 
ment to adopt a more urgent 
attitude to talks, and this 
can only be done by an immedi- 
ate and substantial increase in 
the offer which it has so far 
made.” 

Before the announcement of 
the May 28 election Harper had 
said that the NUPW negotiat- 
ing team wanted a wage settle- 
ment before Barbadians went 


‘to the polls, but both he and 


Hutchinson said yesterday 
they did not regard Polling Day 
as a cut-off point for negotia- 
tions. 

According to them, since no 
one knows which of the two ma- 
jor political parties will form 
the next Government, their 
chief concern is with jointly 
voicing their dissatisfaction 
with the approach in an effort 
to bring about a much im- 
proved approach from the next 
Government. 


At the meeting yesterday 

— Harper and Goddard 

e of the arguments which 

ey put forward to justify 
their request. 


They said Government ack- 
nowledged that the cost of liv- 
ing went up by over eight per- 
cent between March, 1984, and 
the following February, but 
that Government’s offer had 
not even reached that same 
eight percent. 











SUGAR CROP RESULTS REPORTED; WILL SURPASS 1985 OUTPUT 


Bridgetown DAILY NATION in English 15 May 86 p 3 


{Text } 
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THE 1986 SUGAR CROP 


will outdo that of last year. 
Top officials of Barba- 
dos Sugar Industries Li- 
mited (BSIL) said yester- 
day sugar production had 
already equalled that of 
1985, and there was still 
more than 100 000 tonnes 
of cane to be harvested. 
Director of the field section of 


_ BSIL, Geoffrey Armstrong, 


confirmed production had gone 
‘satemnly well’ und seats too- 
tories should soon begin wind- 
ing down. He said the harvest 
should be over by the end of 
this month, “but certainly not 
after the first week in June”. 
According to Armstrong, the 
crop was expected to yield 950 
000 tonnes of sugar cane, pro- 
ducing 112 000 tonnes of sugar, 
of which more than 100 000 
had already been produced. 
“We are very happy with how 
sme have gone. ee pew 
extremely good 
by the end of this week Bul- 
keley should be closing and 
Andrews (St. Joseph) in the fol- 
lowing week. It should be all 
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over by month-end or the first 
week in June. 
“What is particular 
heartening is that re 
tn-ngeeo tips Be dl be above last 


Gis 


pro- 

duction and the control 
brought to fires within recent 
—- producers still feel they 
will be adding losses at the end 


of 

This is beeause they believe 
the price they will receive for 
the coneiiie overseas will 
i ee enough to cover ex- 


P So far more than 25 000 ton- 


nes of sugar has been exported. 
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JOINT VENTURE WITH VENEZUELA--Bridgetown, 19 May (CANA)--The National Housing 
Corporation, a Barbados state agency, and a private Venezuelan company are to 
build 450 houses here over a three-year period wnder a joint venture, Prime 
Minister Bernard St John announced last night. Speaking at a public meeting 
of the ruling 3arbados Labour Party in the run-up to the 28 May general elec- 
tions, he said financing for the project would come from credit under the oil 
facility extended to Barbados by the Caracas government. Under this facility, 
Venezuela and Mexico have been offering Caribbean and Central American states 
611 on concessionery terms. St John did not say when the project would get 
underway or how much money would be involved. [Text] [Bridgetown CANA in 
English 1455 GMT 19 May 86 FL] /9274 
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ANGLICANS HIT USE OF CHURCH FOR POLITICAL AIMS 
FL1251900 Belize City Domestic Service in English 0100 GMT 15 May 86 


[For an 11 May 1986 BELIZE TIMES article dealing with alleged political in- 
volvement in Anglican Church affairs and the role of Rew Eric Richards in this 
activity, see pages P1-2 of the Latin American DAILY REPORT FBIS-LAM-86-097 
of 20 May 1986] 


{Excerpt} The Standing Committee of the Anglican Diocese has issued an of- 
ficial statement from the Anglican Diocese, In the statement, the standing 
committee states that the steering committee has no authority to speak for 
the Diocese of Belize. The standing committee “Unequivocably condems the 
malicious and personal attack and the violence of language contained in the 
release and the pronouncement of those claimed to be spokesmen for the steer- 
ing committee." 


In particular, the standing committee deplores the threats of physical vio-~ 
lence and of sacrilegious conduct offered by those pretending to speak for the 
church. The statement further states that such language and conduct has no 
place in the community of Christian people. 


The standing committee regrets that the affairs of the Anglican Church have 
extended into the political arena. The committee "deplores the conduct of 
those who have sought to gain political profit by scandalizing the church." 


The release also states that “the Canon Reverend Eric Richards has assured 
the bishop that his desire to be transferred was not motivated by any problem 
with the bishop and as recently as last week confirmed to the standing com 
mittee that his wish to be transferred did not arise out of any problems with 
the bishop. He said that he does not have and never has had any problems with 
Bishop McMillan." 
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JAMAICAN DEFENSE TEAM IN BISHOP TRIAL GETS DEATH THREAT 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 12 May 86 p 1 


{Text ] 
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PNC FORMALIZES MEETINGS, PLUGS NEIGHBORHOOD CONFERENCES 


Institutionalized Meetings 


WHEN Leader of the. 
People’s National 
Congress, Cde. 
‘dressed the general 


held at Leeds, Rose 
Hall, New amsterdan, 
Manchester, New Mar- 
ket and Corriverton, 
Another meeting is 
scheduled for Canje 
during this week, 
Meetings at which 
the Comrade Leader 


i 
i 








, 
if 
; 


4 
3 
; 





become statutory been held in Region was present have 
features in the life of | ‘One a Gan um been held in Regions 
"toes thin @ wines addressed by Cd. Two and Ten, These 
of these meetings have Deputy Leader and ee ae ce gt 
been held in the General Secretary Comra 
regions. To date four Ranji Chandisingh, Leader's visit to 
meetings have been These meetings were these regions, 


Role of Neighborhood Conferences 
Georgetown NEW NATION in English 13 Apr 86 pp 1, 3 


{Text } theme under which some 99 














: 
| 


to be held annually in Apri. 
And since this yeer the 
Party ts | the aim of . 
further leoctf 
both end 
Luldeaven 
are on thie 
-quettion. 
Other highlights of these 
conferences will be the 
submission of programmes. 
of work which sre usually 


| 


pill 
i 
rE 

toh ae 


can in . further 
str the Party 
cennot be 

it is the of the 
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munication and greater 
participation in decision- 
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making. 


For example, all Cheismen 
of Neighbourhood Com- 
mittees _ere these official 
representetives of the 
reports to the one 
Committee, which will in 


‘General Council. - In ad- 
dition, ali Secretaries of 
Committees 


Neighbourhood 

ere the official esen- 
tatives to the Party's 
General Couinci which is 
= highest body of the 


arty between Congresses. 
Neighbourhood Sub- 
divisions are therefore 
another successful op- 
portunity to further 
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RELIGION INVITES HOYTE TO SPEAK 


'Myth' of PNC Paramountcy 


Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 13 Apr 86 p 2 


{Text } 


THF. COMMITTEE appointed by the 
President last September to 2d- 
vise him on religious matters has, 


it would seem, advised him to turn 


the Committee into an executive 
body for the purpose of organising 
a religious service. 

The President has apparently ac- 
cepted the advice and so the Com- 
‘mittee is busy preparing for a re- 
ligious service at the Cultural 
Centre on Sunday. 


Moreover, according to the Chron- 


icle, the Committee has invited 


the President to be the main speax- 


er in order to tell. the religious 
bodies how to bring peace, love 
and unity to the country. 

No doubt, the Committee also ad- 
vised him to accept the invitation 
and he has graciously done so. 

Members of the Committee in the 
meantime no longer sit on it in 
their private capacities, as was 
first announced. 

According to the Chronicle, they 
are now "representatives of all 
‘religious bodies in the country” 

Some Churches which have not _ 
been consulted about appointing a 
representative, would or ob- 
ject to this. 

The message will undoubtedly be 
‘conveyed to our Caricom sister — 
states that the ruling party is 
most interested in religion and 
‘has the full support of most of 
the religious bodies in the coun- 
try - all, that is, except those 
Churches, or rather, those heads, 
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who form the Guyana Council of 
Churches. 

Some of these heads have in the 
past been difficult. They have 
strongly advocated respect for 
human rights. 

Some have even been most critic- 
al of the regime and have spoken 
out forcefully against rigged 
elections. 

They have objected to the homes 
of Church leaders being searched 
for arms and ammunition and to the 
deportation of a priest. 

But, as the Advisory Committee 
will show, people of all religious 
persuasions will turn out in large 
numbers for the service to hear of 
“The Role of Religious Organisa- 
tions in Promoting Peace, Love and 
Unity." 

The Caribbean Heads who met at 
Mustique will be especially glad 


.to know that the PNC is succeed- 


ing in refurbishing its image that 
had been so a besmirched in 


recen 
We Ri os agree with the organis- 


‘ers of the service that there is 


great need for unity in our coun- 
try today. We all need to work 
together for the reconstruction 
of our country. 

This unity, however, will not be 
achieved by acting out the myth 


that the whole country - its-Chur- 


ches, trade unions, business and 
other organisations and all its 
peoples - are united under the um- 
brella of the party which calls 
itself paramount. , This only tends 
to widen the rifts. 








The Churches, we are convinced, 
have a special part to play in 
‘promoting unity. 

They.can best accomplish this 
.in their own organisations, such 
as the Guyana Council of Churches 
without the intervention of the | 


ote effort: at fostering relig- 
ious unity that chooses to ignore 
this Council. cannot be taken ser- 
iously. 


Hoyte Address 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 14 Apr 86 pp l, 


{Text ] 
THE religious 





diversity of 
the Co-operative Republic 
was dramatically illustrated at 
the first ever inter-Religious 
‘Assembly which convened at 
a pecked National Cultura! 
“Centre yesterday. All major 
religious groups were 
repr 4 
These included 
representatives from the 
Christian, Muslim and Hindu 
faiths, from the Behai’s the 
Brahma Kumaris, Raj Yoga 
Centre, the Hallelujah Group 
and the Guyana Order of. 
Rastafari. The backdrop to 
the occasion was charac- 


terised dr ing, singing 
and . In , the 
fine and ve voices of 
members of the Hallelujah 
Group gave point and tone to 
the occasion 


it all began with the 
Chairman Cde. Brende Aaron, 
who is a member of both the 
Brahma Kumaris and of the 
Presidential Advisory Com- 
mittee on Religious Affairs, 
expressing the conviction that 
this ‘was an occasion for 
togetherness and . cohesion; 
and that it was inevitable thet 
the religious diversity of 
Guyana would be given this 
kind of expression. 

Fr. Gilbert Harris, 
Chairman of the Presidential 
Acviaory Committee, gave a 
backgound to the occasion 
and emphasised that the 
A&Ssembly provided an op- 
portunity to glorify God. 

President Hoyte then made 
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his address, and reflected on 
the importance of religion to 
society. Religion, he con- 


cohesion. In addition, religion 
accommodates different 


shades of opinion. 
Citing Aristotle, that the 
State came into for the 


sake of a -good life, the 
President contended that this 


the occasion as a public, 
-affirmation of the 


face of the 
various réligious . it 
further demonstra the 
existence of ;a_ tolerant, 
humane society in Guyana. 
Guyanese’ must therefore 
cherish and strengthen the 
basis of such @ society. 
President Hoyte said that in 
other parts of the world, 
religion has led to bigotry, 
intolerance and fanaticism, 
which ‘n turn has led to 
conflict usion and strife. 
;.. But m Guyana we have. 
an open, tolerent and humane 
society, a society of which we 
can be d. ’ 
- The President said that we 
have established the 
framework that guarantees 
the “full flowering of religious 
life’’ in Guyana. The Con- 
stitution, the Government and 
State all guarantee the right 
to the pursuit of the ob- 
of the theme “Peace, 
Love and Unitv.” 
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ine te Love end Unity” is 
e@ theme o ay's 
, bly yesterday's 


The President stressed the 
need for people to be in- 
‘volved in practical work 
‘among the poor, the sick, the 
disadvantaged and the needy. 
* Cde. Hoyte told the 
capacity audience at the 
Cuttural Centre that peace has 
been at the core of all great 
‘feligious teachings. It a 
“dominant recurring theme’. 
he said. He noted that 
without peace there could be 
no personal or national 


t. 

He said that it was un- 
fortunate that there were still 
those who did not understand 
the process of oo and 
who did not realise that the 
conditions of the country hed 


ed. 
“=. and tide” are against 
them, the President seid. 


them “over to our side.” 

' Public occasions can have a 
positive impact on a society. 
And itis generally agreed that 


) yo J inter-Religious Assembly 


6d to the awareness of 
‘Guyanese for the need for 
continued harmony and 
enduring values. it was e good 
day for Guyéna. | 





AGREEMENTS WITH VENEZUELA SPUR FOLLOW-UP DISCUSSION 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 21 Apr 86 pp 4-5 


{Text ] 


‘PRESIDENT Desmond 
Hoyte, in a broadcast last 
night, told the nation of 


economic agreements: 


reached with Venezuela 


My Dear Fellow Citizens, 


A little under a month ago, 
that is, on Saturday, March 
22, * “ , | discussed with you 
the difficulties we had been 
having with our petroleum 
supplies and explained what 
the Government had been 
doing to manage the situation 
and resolve the problem. On 
that occasion, | also un- 
dertook to inform you about 
developments as they arose 
from timé to time. 

| am glad to say that, since 
then, the Government has 
been able to make concrete 
progress in establishing 
arrangements designed to 
ensure that we will be able to 
obtain our petroleum supplies 
in the quantities and with the 
regularity which our economy 
requires. — 
FUEL SUPPLIES FROM 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


In my broadcast, | had 
explained to you how the 
temporary cessation of rice 
exports to Trinidad and 
Tobago hed restricted our 
ability to import fuel from our 


Hoyte Broadcast 


sister Caricom State, which 


«had been our. traditional 


source. - 
Unfortunately, we have not 


‘yet been able to resume rice 


exports to our sister Caricom 


State, but we do fully ap. 


preciate the circumstances 

which tg _o her 
from accept 
shipments “2 ip ne us, for the 


‘time being. We are, however, : 


sanguine that we -_will 
eventually be able to contlude 
@ contract, and are therefore 
Se to work very 
towards this end. 


GUYANA - VENEZUELA. 


ECONOMIC AND TRADE CO- 
OPERATION 

We heave been exploring 
various possibilities for dealing 
with our .petroleum supply 
situation, In particular, . our 


Government has been - 
of Venezuela . 


Snanees. Ss in discussions with 
the Government 


within the framework . of 
existing agreements for 
economic and trade co- 


operation and more especially, 


the accords reached during 
Februa 1985 when the 


Foreign Minister of Venezuela. 


visited Georgetown. These 


. discussions have focused on @ 
practical programme for: 


strengthening economic and 
commercial ‘relations as 


-envisaged by the agreements 
to which | have referred. 


| am happy to be able to 
say to you this evening that 


these discussions have been: 


most successful and have 
resulted in certain agreements 
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to impleinent @ programme 
which would involve an in- 
crease of trade between our 
countries. One of the 

beneficial results of this trade 
expansion is that we will be 
able to secure adequate 


supplies’ of, petroleum 


products over the next year. 
Another is that there will be 
substantial increases in ex- 
ports of our beuxite products 
to Venezuela during 1986 and 
1987; and there will be, 
moreover, opportunities for 
the enlargement of reciprocal 
trade in other commodities. 

Press releases announcing 
the agreements were issued 
by the Government of Guyana 
and the Government of 
Venezuela simultaneously in 
Georgetown and Caracas, 
respectively, at 12 noon, 
Guyane time, today. 

Basically, the agreements 
involve a counter-trade 
element, that is, the supply to 


‘Guyana by Venezuela of 
_ petroleum products and the 


supply by Guyana to 
Venezuela of bauxite 

products. They also provide 
for various _ financing 
mechanisins which, among 
other things, include credit 
and ‘roll-over’ arrangements. 


‘OUR COMMI TMENT TO 
“CARICOM TRADE 
| wish to make it clear that 
the agreements do not in any 
way reflect a lessening of our 
‘commitment to Caricom or to 
the expansion of Caricom 
trade. As | said in my 
broadcast on March 22, we 





would not desire to withdraw 
veluntarity from our traditional 
.Caricom source of supply. 
On the contrary, | consider it 
important to stress that the 
arangements we have made 
sre not to be construed as a 


deed, fa: from it. : 

However, because of the 
rice export problem to which 
| have referred, we arrived at 
@ situation in which it was 
progressively harder to sustain 
our petroleum imports from 
ow traditional source, given 
the sharp reduction in our. 
earnings from rice exports. | 
explained to you in my last 
broadcast why it is necessary 
for us to have arrangements 
which will enable us to offset 
some. part of the cost of 
petroleum imports against our 
export receipts. To the extent 
that such export receipts are 
severely restricted, it becomes 
increasingly difficult for us to 
pay for fuel imports. 


TRADITIONAL TRADING 
RELATIONS 

But, notwithstanding these 
difficulties, we have sought in 
@ number of ways to ensure 
the integrity of our traditional 
trading rélations 

In the first place, the 
agreements have been 
carefully framed as not to 
preclude us from importing 
petroleum products from our 
traditional source, Trinidad 
and Tobago; and, of course, 
such imports will become 
possible as our own exports 
generate adequate export 
receipts. 

Second, we have been 
pursuing a° number of 
initiatives aimed at expanding 
rapidly our non-oil trade and 


These '' include 
investment, joint venture, 
buy-back and other 


First, beginning next 
month, the country would be 
assured of its full supply of 
petroleum 
Therefore, ali shortages would 


queues will disappear, along 


of petroleum 


quantities 
within 


products 
ths 


Second, during the 
course of next month, G.E.C. 
would be able to end its 
programme of scheduled 


outages. 
ENERGY CONSERVATION 
1 am sure that all citizens will 


Analysis of Provisions 


Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 27 Apr 86 pp 1, 3 


{Text ] 


AS THE LINES of cars Idling 
around the filling stations grew 
longer and tempers of motorists | 
and commuters grew shorter, Ven- 
ezucla came to Guyana's aid by a- 
greeing to supply all the petroleum 
products Guyana may need. 
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welcome this improvement in 
our situation. | am equally 
sure that we will all be suf- 
ficiently civic-minded and 
responsible to appreciate tiat 
this improvement should not 
be regarded as licence to 
resume the wasteful use of 
energy. We have to continue 
to manage our energy 
resources with the utmost 
skill and efficiency and | 
would accordingly urge that 
we do not relax the efforts we 
have been making to this end. 
Energy conservation must 
remain a main component of 
DISCIPLINED RESPONSE 
OF CITIZENS 


once more like to say how 


has appreciated the 
discipli manner in 
citizens have responded to 
the temporary difficulties 


< 


ask all citizens to show the 
understanding, 
discipline and sense of 
a which have 


“omy own and the Govern- 


ment’s preoccupation and 
priority. 


The oil is due to start flowing 
to Guyana early next month as part 
of an economic and commercial pack- 


age. 


‘Basically, the package contains 
a counter trade element by which 


Venezuela will supply principally 








petrolenm products to Guyana and 
Guyana will export principally 
bauxite products to Venezuela. 

But also included in the package 
are aqreements to expand trade in 
other products, investments and 
joint ventures to be undertaken 
in Guyana and credit facilities 
to be provided to facilitate the 
increased trade. 

President Hoyte went on the air 
last Sunday night to announce the 
agreements with Venezuela, a week 
after the Catholic Standard had 
carried the story. 

He connected the new development 
with existing agreements for eco- 
nomic and trade co-operation, es- 

.pecially those reached during Feb. 
1985 when the Venezuelan Foreign 
Minister visited Georgetown. 

But the recent negotiations that 
culminated with the signing of new 
agreements in Caracas last Thurs, 
April 24, followed a visit to 
Venezuela of Attorney~-at-Law Jai 
Narine Singh who was received by 
President Lusinchi and External 
Affairs Minister Consalve. 

The Venezuelan Goverriment then 
sent a team to Guyana to discuss | 
conditions regarding the supply of 
petroleum products to that country. 

The team, Sr Pedro Sorensen of 
the External Affairs Ministry, Sr 
Gh: of Petroleum of Venezuela 

nd Sr Vitoria of the Finance 


Ministry, together with technical 
staff, flew into Guyana on April 

‘3 and again on April 15, spending 
two days on each visit, working out 
with Guyanese officials details 

‘of the agyeements. 

These details have not been dig- 
closed, but it is known that Ven- 
ezuela had expressed willingness 
to take upwards of 300,000 aan 
of bauxite this year and more- 
500,000 next year, 

It is obvious that at the cur- 
rent levels of bauxite prices, 
these quantities would be insuf- 
‘ficient by a long way to cover the 
cost of the petroleum products that 
Venezuela proposed to supply. 

Guyana's annual oil bill is es- 
timated at US$80m, of which US$30m 
is for the bauxite industry. 

The price of the bauxite to be 
exported on the cther hand falls 
far below this sum. 

It is assumed, therefore, that 
the credit and roll over arrange- 
ments wil] make accommodation for 
the shortfall in payment. 

The details of these arrangements 
were 2ot disclosed. 








19274 51 
CSO: 3298/474 





The President was at pains to 
say that the agreements with Ven- 
ezuela “do not in any way reflect 
a lessening of our commitment to 
Caricom or to the Caricom trade." 

He indicated that Guyana's not 
buying oil from the traditional 
Caricom source was not voluntary. 

Guyana apparently had no alter- 


‘native in the circumstances. 


Trinidad and Tobago had stcpped 
giving Guyana credit for oil sup- 
plies as Guyana's debt had reached 


nearly TT$500m. 


There was no foreign exchange 


to pay for oil and Trinidad and 


Tobago had not taken any rice from 
Guyana since December. 
The President indicated that 


‘Guyana could return to its tradi- 


tional source “as our exports gen- 
erate adequate export receipts.” 

"The agreements: (with Venezuela)", 
he said, “have been carefully 
framed as not to preclude us from 
importing petroleum products from 
our traditional source, Trinidad 
and Tobago." , 


This is not likely in the case 


of rice till after July, as Trini- 


dad and Tobago, according to in- 
formed sources, has enough bulk 
rice, imported from the USA by 
private importers, to last till 
July. . 

But the sources say that our 
Caricom Sister state is still wil- 
ling to resume purchases of Guy- 
ana rice at a preferential price 
when the present stocks are finish- 
ed. 
The President in his broadcast, 
declared "we do fully appre- 
ciate the circumstances which have 
prevented her from being able to 
accept shipments from us, for the 
time being.” 

The oil companies that serve 
Guyana, it is understood, will be 
responsible for shipping the oil 
from Venezuela and distributing 
it in Guyana. 

The coming weeks before the ar- 
rival of the shipments from Ven- 
ezuela will be critical, as stocks 
have run very low. ‘ 

The Presiderit hinted at this 
when he said: "There is likely to 
be some problem with supply be- 
tween now and the early part of 
next month,” and called for undere 
standing, discipline and a sense 
of responsibPlity. 

Said one motorist, echoing the 
view of many whose patience was 
at breaking point, “It's they who 
aye responsible for this mess 
we're in, and yet they want us to 
have a sense of responsibility.” 





TRADE POSSIBILITIES DISCUSSED WITH ANTIGUA-BARBUDA 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 17 Apr 86 pp 1, 5 


[Text ] 

RECENT talks between 
Guyana and — and 
Barbuda heave in a 

of areas for possible 
trade between the two 
Caricom § states being 
identified. 

The taks were held on 
April 5 and 6, when ea trade 
team from 


} 
g + 
ff 


: 
zit 


official explained . 

Government and other 
officiais in Antigua and 
Berbuda have expressed 


timber, end 
the 


3 
Ay 


meeting involving 
President Desmond Hoyte 


during which they agreed 
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take steps to stimulate and 
expand 


intra-Caricom trade. 
A Guyane trade mission 
has visited seven 


other Caricom states, laying 


Murray's visit to St. Vincent 
and six other regional states 
month 


the groundwork for in- iges 


creased trade and economic 
Several 


standing payments to 
Dominica for soap. 


of soap from Dominica 

within the next few weeks. 
Meanwhile, a trade team 

from St. Vincent and The 


- Grenadines led by that 


with 
Trade Minister Winston further d 


Murray and other Trade 


officials. 

The St. Vincent Minister, 
who will attend the up- 
coming Caricom Council of 
Ministers’: peg B = 
Georgetown, 
country’s delegation in 
follow-up talks on Cde. 
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During the recent talks in 
Antigua and Barbuda, the 
Guyana team expressed 
Guyana‘s willingness to 


“ee in joint ventures 
ith other Caricom States. 


There was “keen interest” 


in Guyana’s ‘semi-precious. 
stones and jewellery, and 
the possibilities for trade are 


Trade official exp 

Antigua and Barbuda is 
also interested in 
its imports of from 
Guyana and the Guyene 
Fisheries Limited is 
to respond shortly. 

The sale of rice 


-, There 


poration and the local 
sector. . 
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Antigua and Barbuda has 
a surplus production of paint 
and the Guyana team un- 
dertook to consider im- 
porting the commodity from 
that country in 1986, taking 
into account the current 
shortage of raw materials for 
paint menufacture’ in 


ana. 
Other members on the 
Guyana team were Cde. 


Dariene Harris of the Office 


of the President-and Cde. 


‘Avinash Bhagwandin of the 


Ministry of Trade. 


were r tives of the 
Ministries of Foreign Affairs, 
Economic Development, 
Trade, Tourism and Energy. | 
were also 
representatives of the 
Ministries of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Lands, the 
National Marketing Cor- 


private. 
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RELATIONS WITH GREECE CITED AS NEW ENVOY ACCREDITED 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 11 Apr 86 pp 4-5 


[Text ] 


19274 
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VICE- President, First Deputy 
Prime Minister and Attorney- 
General , Dr Mohamed 
Shahabuddeen has expressed 
the hope that relations 
between Guyane 


and Greece 
dhol cy peared 


between Guyane and 
ot Dr 

én: 
the accreditation of -— 
Ambassador to Guyane , Mr 
Nikolaos Dimades. 


3298/474 


cause of global pesce, 
security and justice as have 
so often been 

at various international fora. 
has provided a 
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eady developing 
relations in the context of the 
European Commu 


development of our 
al relations in all areas — 
political, economic and 
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TRADE WITH YUGOSLAVIA, INCLUDING BAUXITE, UNDER WAY 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 11 Apr 86 pp l, 3 
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DPRK FOREIGN MINISTRY DELEGATION HERE FOR TALKS 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 26 Apr 86 pp 1, 7 
{Text } 
Foreign Ministry team has j. amen ao re? 2 co 
from the Democratic The a pape pm n, a 
— Republic of ened for tee in South Later, they will pey e 
Korea (DPRK) which be held under the joint courtesy call on Foreign 
arrived in Guyana -sponsorship of Pyongyang Affairs Minister Reshieigh 
Wednesday ‘evening, a ue en en x -- their stay , the 
protiinery” dlacussone eal or of the aglon and OC See wi tod 
with local officials on. Siadeie ct Fercign Atta ventures including the Eclipse 
matters of bilateral and Cde-Chong Jee Hong. Falls hydro-power project at 
international importance. Today the teem is ~ cele = pon Baan 
The discussions, initiated by scheduled to continue farm and rebuild workshop at 
Permanent Secretary in the ‘ igcussions with the Director Sham, that Gonn, Gaen 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, of Political Division 1 of the 
Cde Lennie Gouveia, touched ; Ministry of F Affairs, They are also expected to 
on severa! iseues inciuding the ee Se visit the Institute of Applied 
forthcoming Otympic Games, Members also hold Science and Technology st 
Desk. Officer in the Ministry of talks with Ambessador Rudy Teshayen. 


[On 23 April, pages 4-5, the CHRONICLE had carried the following report: 


("A three-member Foreign Ministry team from the Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea (DPRK) headed by Cde Chong Jae Hong, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
arrives in Guyana today on a two-week working visit. 


(“The team is currently on an official tour of the region and will be in Guyana 
to discuss issues of bilateral and international importance, a statement from 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs said yesterday. 


("The visit is a reciprocal one following that of the Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Cde Dennis Gouveia, to the DPRK in June 1985, 
when Guyana and the DPRK signed an agreement for co-operation between their re- 
spective Foreign Ministries."] 
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OFFSHORE BANKING BILL PASSED AFTER ASSEMBLY DISCUSSION 


Debate in Parliament 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 16 Apr 86 pp 1; 
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[Text } 
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banking companies in the 
of agricultural 


currency. 


Guyana, he stated, has 
some major sdvantages in 


As an English-speaking 
country in a region dominated 
by non-English-speakers, it 
has an advantage in the 

language- dominated 


international banking 
business, it is relatively close 
to the United States and 


must be addressed, Cde 
Greenidge conceded, men- 
tioning the possibility of 


‘Wega! transactions such as 


tax evasion, as against tax 
avoidance, trafficking, and 

“Unlike the ostrich, we 
realise that, there are certain 
phenomena taking plsece 
around us,”’ he said. 


Consequently, the 
proposals before the 
Assembly to provide 8 


appointed by the Minister, 
penalties, and High Court 


action. 


Minister said. 


pected to be among the 
speakers. When he rose to 
speak in the debate at 
yesterday's sitting, he in- 
dicated his support, in 
principle, for the Bill, before 
he successfully proposed that 
debate be defefred to 
tommorrow. 


National Assembly Passage 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 18 Apr 86 pp l, 5 


[Text } 


THE Offshore Banking 
Bill wes approved by the 
Assembly 


National 
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ic resour to non- 
yesterday at the end of a Cae. Greenidge opened the would be resived. Sa clita. beneath 


ond of debate in debate lest Tuesday on the ‘s Eusi Kwayene a: oe 
rr he WPA and oP om which is intended to made several criticisms of the rath moe yap oe allo 


te Guyana as_ a Bill, contending among other 
. G ent from Guyanese, he stressed 


promo 
opposed the measures _...dnsible banking things, thet the 


and the United Force centre. Business would beis “letting in the Trojan _ The Bill was not drafted to 
abstained from voting, cerried on from within Horse”, and moving from ap anne eny agreement 
after earlier voicing Guyana in foreign moneys, Ba ney Bap ae to ~< the Minority, and although 
foreign customers, subject to He followed the UF leader in the Government hes had 
Speakers of all three the approval and monitoring quoting, from the book ee ee é ane 
Minority parties referred by the Bank of Guyane and “Sectets of Offshore Tax oe ap dasemmeet te GSEn 
to one or two other Government agencies. Havens”, by Robert Chappell, — to establish any off- 
publications on offshore Guyana would receive fees in which the author reters, to S0ned No, ese Minister told 
of between one and two-and- an alleged sgreement bet. 
banking in their halt per cent of the gains of ween an insurance compeny "— a . ion 
presentations, companies, in herd currency, in the Bahamas and the ), 
highlighting perceived 2 the business would be Guyane Government for 5), 


allowed to invest hard offshore banking operations. 
disadvantages or dangers currency in hinterlend depositors might succeed in 


in such business activity. development projects in ,, The YO! is = removing domestic a on 

Au three parties, however, sod other areas. there was aiready an exemption of the offshore 
made interventions when the UF leader, Marcellus Feilden aes signed with an banks from Exchange Control 
Bill went for Committee Singh, last Tuesday had Offshore banking interest, the Reguietions. 


consideration, proposing four indicated “support, in WPA leader charged. Cade. Greenidge also 
amendments, one of which cipie” for the Bil uk oe CONTRACT corrected 8 Minority view of a 
was adopted. This amend- section of the Bill that court 


was ' 

ment, proposed by PPP’s debst furtt PPP’s Reepu Daman Per- action has to be taken befor ~ 

Reepu Daman Persaud, adds ne onan dog wrth a saud referred to the same the offshore banking 

the bona fides of prospective when the debate resumed te book and asked that the Operations could be in- 

directors of  offshor@expressed ‘very grave er say whether vestigated. This is not 

businesses to the list of ” 9 @ contract signed for necessarily so, the Minister 

matters to be investigated He read extensively from Offshore banking. He stressed. 

when applications to operate two documents on offshore "pested. the PPP’s op- GROUNDWORK 

in Guyana are beingbanking, oointing out Position to the Bill, and He stressed that all the 

processed. disadvantages = including charged that it “provides 8M Groundwork which hes to be 
Finance alleged “drain on the locel Opportunity for tax evades Gong in relation to offshore 

Minister Greenidge alsO economy” associated with #"¢ gangsters to reid OUr Lenking hed been done, and 

proposed, and gained 3p- offshore banking operations. W®eelth and rob us of our rich the iegisistion praposed was 


‘ , ef 1 se 

to clarify and amplify sections Unless property screened, Finance Minister Greenidge aa emeg _ 

of the Bill as first presented. the business is problematic, strongly rebutted the Minority wer the division wes taken 
alia, Mr. Feilden Singh said, while claims, observing that the on the approval of the second 


yesterday afternoon, Cde. igeues are sddressed more ettention to the sub- a a can oo WPA 


in the 
Greenidge referred to the legistation. In a division = stance of the Bill before us.” votes. the UF ab- 


reliance of Minority speakers second reading of the Bil, Mr. Before the Bill was drafted , 
on the two documents quoted Singh and fellow UF member the technicians meade e stained , and the PNC 37 


in their presentations and Michael votes in favour, clearing the 


Abraham abstained thorough study of way for the Bill to to 
contended that they shouldfrom voting. “! will not publications on offshore sestion-by-coction ‘son- 


have spent more time reading support the Bil, | will not : : 

the Bill before them. oppose it,” the UF  leeder y aman Ry F gg X ——~ ged COED, = 
Because this was not done, said, conceding only that he gaid. , : Me ts so Pann 

several “unwarranted” would wait and see if benefits The Bill explicitly excludes The A ssembi we ae red 

assumptions were made iN such as the garnering Of offshore banks from sreas-to » date sotn Quad 

their presentations, he said. foreign exchange revenue that might allow for leakage 
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CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT STRENGTHENED IN EAST BERBICE-CORENTYNE 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 22 Apr 86 pp 4-5 


{Text ] 


/9274 
cso: 


THE staff of the 
Customs 


expected 
Through- 8 recent 
in the 


Customs and Excise 
new 


3298/474 


Commodities involved in 


and Excise 
Region 

has 

considerable suc- 
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No. 78 foreshore, Upper 
Corentyne. They were sub- 
sequently fined 2a total of 
more than $16 000. 

A boat and two outboard 
engines seized by the 
Customs during the anti- 
smuggling exercise at No. 78 
were ordered forfeited. 
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NATIONAL SERVICE FORMS DRUG EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
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Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 24 Apr 86 p 1 


{Text ] 


1/9274 
CSO: 


THE issue of drug abuse 
has been ing the at- 
tention of the Guyanese 
society and steps are being 


one of our 
organisations 


Programme 
ed by the Ministry of 
Health and’ the : National 


3298/474 


committee. 
These efforts by the GNS 
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address at the 
opening of the first session of 
12 Fifth Parliament. 

The President declared, 
Pe have to deal with this 


GUYANA 





COMMITTEE WILL CONDUCT PUBLIC SCRUTINY OF CORPORATIONS 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 10 Apr 86 p 1 


[Text ] 


19274 
cso: 


3298/474 


_ Sensitive to public opinion wes made 


A PUBLIC Interest Committee is to be established to allow 
ea gg gy feat erage gfe sly meal etgge Fang pee 
sensitive to public opinion, a release from the of the 
President said Tuesday. 


The organisations concerned have siready been asked to 
nominate their representatives to serve on the Committes. 

The Committee is expected to begin its work later this month 
and will, in the first instance, focus on operations st Guyana 


‘Stores — Guyana Nationa! Trading Corporetion, the retail — 


maceutical Corporetion and the retail division of Guyans 
Engineering Corporation. 

The Committee wil be charged with: | 

@ monitoring the operations at corporations with a view to 

ens goods and services of acceptable quality and 

r prices are offered to customers; 


@ making recommendations for improving services offered 
the corporations; by 


@ alerting the management of corporations to consumers’ 
problems, and se 


.@recommending the manner in which the public can meke the 


most effective use of the services provided, protect public 
ay eee ee ee ee ee ee ae 


Tac ebtnaniiek @iktiepiie a ancien nada teagan’ 


the Committee have recourse to the Minister within the 
Office of the P . The Committee may seo have access to 
the Minister to discuss matters of urgency. 
The announcement that a mechaniem is to be in place 
for corporations to function abe @ y and be 
the President when 
he eddressed the Sixth Biennial Congress of the People’s 
Nations! Congress. This commitment was reiterated during the 
opening of the First Session of the Fifth Parliament of Guyana. 
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JAGAN RESPONDS TO PERSONAL ‘ATTACKS’ IN GOVERNMENT MEDIA 


Georgetown MIRROR in English 13 Apr 86 p 1 


[Text ] 


1/9274 
CSO: 


3298/474 


- PPP Leader, Dr, Cheddi Jagan 


imposed geograghle (im 
Se rank: Seabetaendvdhy Gime ot 


It is understandable that the 
PNC does not like what } said on; 
my recent visit overseas, But that 
does not give them the right to 
say that I am against ‘Guyana’s 
interests’. It must be stated that’ 
‘Guyana’s interests’ and the 
‘PNC's interests are two different 
things, When the Chronicle edi- 
torial (83-04-02) falsely charges 
me for routine ‘denunciation of 
Guyane’ what it in fact means is 


‘routine denunciation of the 


PNC, 
So long as the PNC pursucs a 
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system of bureaucratic/state and 
parasitic capitalism, consorts with 
imperialism and carries out anti- 
working class policies, I will be 
its inveterate critic, whether at 
| home or abroad. The PPP does 
not see its international obliga- 
tions taking precedence over 
Guyana’s national interests, For 
us, patriotism and international- 
ism are two sides of the same 
coin, 


My visits overseas are not a 
financia] drain on the state treas- 
ury like those of the PNC elite, 
with their fat out-of-pocket 
allowances and other perks, The 
cost is borne by the PPP’s con- 
‘stantly expanding membership 
and supporters, 

By rigging elections and mak- 
ing another deal with imperial- 
ism, it is the PNC which is once 
again on a road of national be- 
trayal, of sacrificing “Guyana’s 
interests”. 

There can be no question of 
co-operation by me or the PPP 
with this evil course, which 
spells only more mis-develop- 
ment, under development and 
suffering. 

Guyana’s interests cannot be 
served without national 
and social liberation, And libera- 
tion demands national unity and 
international solidarity, 

This strategy for liberation will 
determine my movements and 
tasks, not the fulminations of the 
PNC. 
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WPA REPLIES TO VOA QUERIES ON FOREIGN ECONOMIC AID 


Georgetown OPEN WORD in English 14 Apr 86 p 3 


(Text ] 


19274 
CSO: 


3298/474 


Asked by the VOA correspondent tor a 
response to Prime Minister St John's 
reaction to moves by Britain and 
France to block Guyana from benefit- 
ting from CDB loans, the WPA said: “th 
statutes of the Caribbean Development 
Bank should provide an answer to the 
question of loans to Guyana at the 
present time. 

"It is also the view of the party 
that economic assistance to Guyana is 
no more urgent than a just electoral 
and political system, because without 
this, there is no accountability, no 
responsibility and the final veto of 
the people over the political execu- 
tive is absent. 

"Economic assistance to Guyana is.. 
no more urgent than an adequate food 
supply because without this there is 
no urge to work." 

The statement also pointed out that 
in 20 years of power, PNC leaders 
have not published their assets; no 
audited public accounts of the Guyana 
government exist for the past ten 
years; Guyana has no integrity laws. 

"Pending the achievement of demo- 
cratic elections in Guyana," WPA said 
it is "not a campaigner for foreign 
aid. 

"1f in any circumstances the party 
felt moved to campaign for foreign 
aid, it will have to be condit. onal 
on the passage in acceptable form and 
the quick implementation of the WPA 
motion in the National Assembly de- 
manding Integrity legislation." 


63 





JPRS*LAM~86+056 
2 July 1986 


GUYANA 





PAUL TENNASSEE REVIEWS NATIONAL ISSUES IN BAHAMAS ARTICLE 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 22 May 86 p 11! 


{ Article by Anthony Forbes] 


{Text } 


A GUYANESE trade unionist 
urged the Bahamas as a 
‘member of Caricom to give its 
moral support to Guyana’s 
struggle to regain its freedom. 

Mr Paul Tennassee, a 
candidate in Guyana’s 
‘December 1985 elections - called 
fraudulent by independent 
observers - said the peoples of 
Cuba, Haiti, Suriname and 
Guyana have a right to freedom 
just like the people of the 
Bahamas. Mr Tennassee was in 
the Bahamas for two weeks on 
the invitation of the Bahamas 
Hotel Workers Union. He left 
May 14. 
- (While in the: Bahamas Mr 


Tennassee read ‘‘with interest, 


the controversy in the media 
about Bahamas/Cuba rela- 
tions.’” He has contributed an 


article which he thought could, 
“contribute to an informed’ 


discussion about Cuba.”’ His 
article is published on page 10). 


Mr Tennassee, leader of the | 


Democratic Labour Movement 


(DLM), Guyana’s only non-’ 


Communist party, said his party 
is now developing a system of 


resistance similar to that of: 
India’s Mohandas Gandhi and: 
Dr Martin Luther King Jr.of the 


United States. 

Mr Tennassee, who is also 
Secretary General of the Carib- 
vean Workers Council, was 
dismissed from the University 
of Guyana as a Research Fellow 
because of his opposition to the 
ruling People’s National Con- 


gress (PNC), formerly led by 
Guyana’s late president, Forbes 
Burnham and now headed by 


‘his successor, President De- 


smond Hoyte. 

He said between 1965 and 
1975, the PNC had defined 
itself as anti-Communist and 
pro-Western, but from 1975 to 
1986 the party took a left turn, 
re-defining itself as Marxist- 
Leninist. It has started to 
develop a series of relationships 
with the Soviet Union, Cuba, 
North Korea and other commu- 
nist countries. 

Over the years, he said, the 
relationship between western 


hations and Guyana deterio- 


rated, but inside Guyana the 


Government attempted to deal 
with the problems on two 


different levels. 


**On the economic level they 
opted for state ownership, state 
control of the economy, and 
today we have a situation where 


“the “ state. controls the entire 
economy, about 80 per cent of : 


the economy and whatever else 
is left is in the black market,’’ 
he said. 

Mr Tennassee said the Gov- 
ernment has banned about 100 
consumer items, which are 
essential to nutrition. 

“They said inside Guyana 
that we have to produce or 
die,’’ Mr Tennassee said. ‘‘They 


did not carry out 4 rational 


programme of import substitu- 
tion. They just suddenly cut 
these products off in order, as 
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they say, to save foreign 
exchange. 

‘In the process, what has 
happened is that Guyana now 
has been taken over completely 
by the black market. So we 
have a problem in Guyana 
where to get a loaf of bread you 
have to pay $10 on the black 
market and the minimum wage 
of the workers is $16.25 Guyana 
dollars a day,”’ he said. 

; He said that if a man has a 
family of six or seven, then he 
just can’t have a loaf of bread 
in the morning because that 
takes away $10 from his his 
$16.25 a day. 

| “What happens with rent, 
what happens with electricity, 
what happens with transporta- 
tion for that day and what 
' happens for the rest of the other 
two meals?’’ Mr _ Tennassce 
asked. 

He said this has created a 
“bad situation’ in Guyana and 
people have been trying to 
express disagreement with gov- 
ernment policies by trying to 
change the Government. 

‘“‘But we have had great 
difficulties with that because for 
‘the simple reason that the 1968, 
1972, 1980, 1985, we have had 
four elections and in all these 
elections, they have been 
fraudulent,”’ he said., 

Mr Tennassee said that for 
the first time in the last election 
the DLM participated, but were 


‘only allowed to take part in 
‘ public meetings. 








**When the day of the elec- 
tion came, they took all of our 

ling agents and threw them 
into the streets. In one polling 
centre, in George Town, 12 
thugs went in with guns, put 
them to the heads of our polling 
agents and threw them out on 
the street,” he said. 

*““When the time came for 
checking the ballots, counting 
the votes, no preliminary count 
was done at the centres of 
voting but the army came, the 
crowd control tanks, armed to 
the teeth, dozens of soldiers, 


and with force, took away the 
‘boxes and went to the counting ; 


centres,’” he said. 


He said that at the counting | 
centres, the DLM were sup- ; 


posed to have counting agents, 
but they were not allowed into 


the ecntres to see how the votes : 


were counted. 


**And then the Government | 
declared that the party now . 
power in power had won 42 out ' 
of the 53 seats. They reduced , 


the Communist party from 
about 15 seats to I! seats or 
about eight seats. They gave 
ancther party called the 


Working Peoples’ Alliance one . 


seat,’” he said. 

Mr: Tennassee said there was 
a fictitious party in Guyana, 
which was a party of the 
Government, a party organised 
by the Government in the 
opposition, which was given 


' 


—- 


two seats while the DLM - 


received none. 
‘*‘Now one of the main 


reasons why they did not give us ' 


any seats was because we are 
the only non-Communist, 
doctrinally democratic political 
party in Guyana,”’ he said. 

He said Guyana has three 
Marxist-oriented parties, the 
ruling PNC, the Working Peo- 
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ple’s Alliance and the official 
Communist party, the People’s 
-Progressive Party. 


‘‘Now our movement did - 


‘very well in the’ elections for 
several reasons. One was that 


_——_—- 


-we would have had about 15° 
seats in the elections, and this © 


was judged from our mem- 


bership rallics during the . 


campaign, this was judged from 
the turn-outs we had in the 


—<— 


elections and this was judged . 
‘also by observers, both diplo- * 
matic and political observers in . 


Guyana,” he said. 
‘*The situation is one, 
therefore, in which all the 


opposition parties have de-’ 


nounced the election as 
fraudulent. The Church has 
denounced the election as 


‘fraudulent and many Caribbean | 


leaders denounced ‘this as 
fraudulent,”’ he said. 
‘*And therefore, we are in the 


process in Guyana where we are. 


in a struggle for national libera- 
tion,”’ he said. 

Mr Tennassee said a national 
conference was recently held 


when the position was taken. 


that never again would the 
opposition participate in a na- 


tional election organised by the : 


PNC. 

‘“‘We want Caricom, the 
United Nations or some in- 
ternational body like the 
Commonwealth to supervise 


elections in Guyana,”’ he said. . 


‘‘And meanwhile if that is not 


done we will no longer 
participate in elections. 

“‘So what we are developing 
now is a programme of re- 
sistance in Guyana, an active 
programme of resistance along 
Gandhiite lines and along 
Martin Luther King’s line,’’ he 
said. ‘‘We don’t believe in 
violence but we believe that it is 
very important that our people 
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have to actively resist to bring 
‘that dictatorship to an end as 
jthe people have done and are 
trying to do still in Haiti.” 

' “He said Guyana is a political 
‘dictatorship in the English- 
‘speaking Caribbean; Suriname 
a political dictatorship in the 
‘Dutch Caribbean; Cuba a polit- 
ical dictatorship in the Spanish 
Caribbean and Haiti a political 
dictatorship in the French Car- 
ibbean. 

‘‘It seems that in each 
linguistic area of the Caribbean 
we have a political dictatorship 
which exists and our position in 
the Caribbean Workers 
Council, and our position as the 
President of the Democratic, 
‘Labour Movement, is we do not 
support any form of 
‘dictatorship, whether they be 
communist as in Cuba or 
‘capitalist as in Haiti,”’ Mr 
‘Tennassee said, 

“We believe that human- 
beings were born free and no 
. system has the right to put them 
in chains and the struggle of the 
people of Guyana requires the 
solidarity of the people of the 
Bahamas who enjoy freedom, 
and other sister Caribbean 
states who are members of 
‘Caricom,”’ he said. db 

‘And each country | go to | 
make a plea for solidarity that 
you all should raise your voi¢ges 
tha che people of Guyana, the 
‘people of Cuba, the people -of 
|Haiti and the people of Sur- 
‘iname, have a right just like you 
enjoy your right to frecdom,”’ 
‘he said. ' 

‘That moral solidarity,; | 
think, will be very useful apd. 
helpful to our struggle both 
inside and at the world le{el 
where we are trying to mobilize. 
support for our struggle -in 
Guyana.” : 
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REGIONAL PRODUCTION COMMITTEES--East Demerara (G.1I.S.)--The first of 10 Region- 
al Production Sub-Committees was launched yesterday in Region 4 (Demerara/ 
Mahaica) by former Energy Minister Harun-Rashid. In doing so, Cde Rashid, 

now Head of Department of National Production of the P.N.C. said, "Production 
starts at the regional level and as such, the sum total of production in every 
Region adds up to the national production.” Heading the broad-based eight-man 
Sub-Committee is Cde Joe Bacchus of Melanie Damishana, who brings to bear his 
considerable experience in the production sector. Other members are Cde 

Rowena Bacchus, Cde Sarah Fraser, Cde Cecil Mayers, Cde Clifford Josiah, Cde 
Beulah Grandsoult, Cde Buddy Hassan and Cde James Fraser. Objectives of the 
Sub-Committee include monitoring production and presenting periodic analytical 
reports on the state of production in the various sectors of the economy. The 
Sub-Committee will also identify and give early warning of actual and potential 
constraints to production and will make appropriate recommendations to the 
National Production Committee. This Committee is headed by Deputy Prime 
Minister Haslyn Parris, who is responsible for Planning. [Text] [Georgetown 
SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 20 Apr 86 p 1] /9274 


AMBASSADOR TO USSR--The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has announced that Cde 
Malcolm Parris left-Guyana yesterday to take up his appointment as Guyana's 
new Ambassador to the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. Cde Parris, 

former Minister of Education, member of the Central Executive of the People's 
National Congress and Executive Secretary responsible for National Orientation 
and International Relations in the Ministry of National Development brings a 
wealth of experience to his new assignment as Guyana's third resident Ambassa- 
dor to the Soviet Union. [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 

21 Apr 86 p 1} /9274 


PRIVATE-SECTOR AWARDS~--Foreign companies operating in Guyana are eligible for 
awards under the President's Awards to Private Sector Industry, if their impact 
on the local economy is in keeping with the objectives of the Awards Scheme. 
Chairman of the Presidential Advisory Committee on the Private Sector, Mike 
Brassington, gave this explanation at a recent press briefing on the Awards 
Scheme, details of which have been announced. The objectives of the scheme, 
Mr Brassington noted, are to: --increase foreign currency earnings; --en- 
courage the manufacture of products using local raw material; --create job 
opportunities and increase employment; --encourage manufacturers to penetrate 
additional markets; and —encourage invention-innovation in Guyana to increase 
the competitiveness of local products and contribute to economic development. 
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Eighteen prizes, valued a total of more than $1/4m will be awarded for 1986 to : 
the best performers dn six categories. Prizes will be awarded for Export 
Performance, Import Substitution, Employment Generation, Market Penetration, 
Science and Technology Invention or Innovatéon in aid of Industry, and general 
business activity among small businesses. [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE 
in English 23 Apr 86 p 1] /9274 


GOVERNMENT BORROWING LIMIT--The National Assembly yesterday approved the rais- 
ing of the limit of Government borrowing overseas to $5b. Approval came, 
despite opposition by the PPP and WPA, after a brief debate, inwhich Finance 
Minister Carl Greenide explained that the raising of the external loans ceiling 
was required to ensure it covers the level of loans which might be secured 
under arrangements previously outlined to the Assembly. The loan ceiling was 
set in $500m in 1973 and had been subsequently increased to $2b. The motion 
before the House was for approval of the External Loans Order made under the 
External Loans Act and published in the Official Gazette of last Saturday. 
Minority speakers in the brief debate were PPP's Dr Cheddi Jagan and WPA's 

Mr Eusi Kwayana. Both spoke out against the level of Government borrowing and 
sought clarification on some points from the Finance Minister. [Text] [George- 
cowwn GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 16 Apr 86 p 1] /9274 


SUGAR PRODUCTION--Georgetown, 28 May (CANA)--Guyana's sugar production last 
week reached 3,905 tons, bringing the first crop total to within 2,000 tonnes 
of the target. Output now stands at 122,210 tons or 98.4 percent of projected 
124,170. The crop was to have been concluded on 16 May, but will continue 
into the first week of June. The management of the state-run Guyana Sugar 
Corporation has urged all sugar workers to increase attendance in order to 
ensure the success of the crop and guarantee tax-free incentives. The indus- 
try is now celebrating a decade of nationalization. Among the events have 
been award ceremonies for the most productive workers and estates. [Text] 
[Bridgetown CANA in English 1419 GMT 28 May 86 FL] /9274 
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U.S. STATEHOOD PARTY SEEKS VOTE FOR OVERSEAS JAMAICANS 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 19 May 86 pp 22 


{Text ] The Jamaican American Party has 
asked the Government to amend. the 
constitution to allow Jamaicans re- 

overseas to register and vote in 
any elections. 

The Pary.in 0 release seid it hed 
adopted a resolution to that effect at 
an executive meeting held on April 9. 

The resolution which has been 
sent to the Prime Minister reads: 
“Whereas it is estimated that over 
two million Jamaicans reside over- 
scas and, Whereas a large number of 
the said Jamaicans have retained 
Jamaican Citizenship and, Whereas 
by the retention of Jamaican cit- 
izenship they have demonstrated a 
continued interest and a desire to 
participate in the affairs of their 
homeland, 

“Be it therefote resolved that: the 
Jamaican Government be witten 
with the request that an amendment 
be made to Section 37 of the Jamai- 
can Constitution to enable -these 
citizens to be enumerated and regis: 
tered in their country of domicile 
and also to allow them to exercise 
their right to vote in any election 
held in Jamaica; 

“And be it further resolved that a 
recommendation be made that ja- 
maican Embassics and Consular Of- 
fices be identified as the centres 
where such cnumeration and 
tion can be undertaken and a to 
be used as voting centres.” 


/9274 
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SEAGA OUTLINES BUDGET PROJECTS, DATA ‘'TELEPORT' PLANS 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 14 May 86 pp 1, 


{Text } 


Fe rapt ennigg TO LICENSE the operation 
of a teleport, for high speed transmission of 
data, have been completed and the complex, which 
is to be sited in Montego Bay, is expected to get 
underway shortly. 


This was announced yesterday by Prime Minister Kdward Seaga as 
he closed the 1986/87 Budget Debate in the House of Representa- 
tives. He also announced reduction .in fertiliser prices and the 
exempiion of small inns and lodging houses from the payment of 
Hotcl Room Fax. 

With regard to fertiliser, there has 
been a downward movement in the 
proe ot the product as the resele of 
an agreement reached wah CIDA 
(Can udian International Development 
Aud). this will be retlecied im the 
teducnon m the price to timers, 
teprescotmg savings between 7.7% 
and 11%, for shipments which have 
anwed between January and the 
present time, 

“Pres will be reviewed for cach 
shipment, and it the present trend im 
world market price continues the 
farmers will beneli from further 
cductions,” Mr. Seaga sand. 

With espect to the hotcl room 
‘tax, small inns and lodging houses, 
which are bemg exempt, are those 
where the room tates im respect of 
all least 80% of the bedrooms do not 
exceed [$29 per bedroom per dicm, 
the Pume Minister said. 

There has also been a concession 
for hotcls cated as “D", whose mini- 
mum summer and winter rates do 
not excced US$29 per bedroom per 
diem single occupancy European 
Plain (bed and breakfast). 
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These “D” hotels will now pay a 
room tax of JSTSO (as against [S600 
for the bigger places) and an accom- 
modation tax of USS2 (summer and 
US$4 (winter) — as against higher 
rates for the bigger hotcls. 

Dealing with the tclepor, Mr. 
Seaga said: 

“The Government has now com- 
pleted the arrangements to licence 
the operation of a teleport, the tirst 
in the Caribbean. 

A teleport ts a facility dedicated 
to the tclecommunication transmis 
sion of data at extraordinarily high 
speeds — 50 foolscap pages in one 
second. This has revolutionised the 
whole ficld of office management 
making it possible for major cnter- 
prises with Large quantities of data to 
be processed, such as airlines and 
hotels, to sct up overseas offices to 


process this data m counties where 
the cost 6 cheaper, or to contract 
processing fo operations om sich 
countrics. 


“thes has already become a Lee 
growing industry in many parts of 
the world, even in the Caribbean 
where one major ahine has alread 
set ap such an operation m Barba 
dan. 


pin famawa, the emergence ot 
‘jamasccan firms able to andertrke 
salata cmtry contracts has been encour 


“fapuing. 


; “Seach firns have been established 


‘ewer the last two or thice year 





‘employing 1.300 workers. Several 
tothers arc now being established 

“One young cntreprencur who 
was recently emploved to a large 
data processing firm established con- 
tact operons on his own one year 
age. fodas, he new employs 120 
workers. 


“Bor mi all thy we are only 
seratching the surface of the vast 
potential offered be this service m- 
dustry. Opportunities exist which we 
have not begun to tap. tt was tor this 
reason that Government recenth 
concluded negonations with a group 
of \mencan and Japanese mwvestors 
fo enter me a jou venture to 
estabhshya teleport m Jamaica. 


“In the data-processing field, a 
teleport ts the cquivalent of an indus: 
trial estate m manufacturing. ft ts a 
complex which provides in one loca 
tion the technological capabilines to 
recenve and transmut data and process 
nom offices located within the same 
complex. Among the other facilities 
nw otters ws the capability to hold 
video conferences between parnes m 
different parts ot the world. 


“Ht all ws avatlable lines are con 
trated tor use wa would ofter em 
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ploymem epportunines im the ters 
three vears tor more than 10,000 


_ persons, carning US$12.3 million pct 


annum in torcign exchange. 
“What is particularly mteresting 
about this proposal is thar the cat 
cgory of worker required would 
absorb thousands of voung girls with 
some typing skills or ability to learn 
key punching, who cannot be x 
commodated in the secretarial group. 
The arrangements are to site this 
complex in Montego Bay and timk n 
t© other orcas in the island requiring 
ts faciines. bh differs trom fannnrcl 
m thar # wall not deal with individual 
calls bur wall lease its fines to wsers. 


“Leovermnnent will own Jo of 
thes venture. 


“h now only remains te secure 
the agreemom of Inichat, the mrer 
national regulaory body tor sare thie 
telecommunk anon. As nos ant 
ipated thar thes might rake mol P9R~ 
10 be obtamcd, on mien aprecment 
S bemg sought tos a chon-term 
Jrrangement, m order that operanions 
may proceed. 


“Goverment has already taken 
the muitianve to bring ous meres) 
thes maticr to the appropriate authen 
nies m Woshingron.” 





CONTROVERSY OVER SEAGA'S PROPOSED BUDGET 


Seaga's Defense 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 15 May 86 p 3 


[Text ] 


PRIME MINISTER ED- 
WARD SEAGA on Tuesday dis- 
missed criticisms that the 
1986, 87 Budget was an “clection 
budget”. 

Mr. Seaga told Parhament in clos- 
ing the Budget debate that the 
1986,87 Budect was determined 
from November 1984 in consultation 
with the International Monetary 
Fund covenng three years. 

He added that the large imerease 
m the Budget developed according to 
planned savings and planned increas- 
es determined in 1984 and unplanned 
oil savings. Mr. Seaga outlined that 
there were savings of $285 millon 
duc to cuts in costs and increases in 
revenucs of $495 million, of which 
oil savings constituted $300 million. 

“Hence whether there was an 
election or not in the offing, this 
Budget would be the same because 
both planned and unplanned increas. 
cs would have been available tor 
expenditure,” Mr. Seaga said. 

He told the House that this was 
not an election budget in the sense 
thar was designed im large par 
nearly one and a half years betore 
election, and further improved by oi! 
savings which were unexpected and 
not part of any possible design. 

The budgcts for the next two 
vears had already been prepared in 
outline form as a result of the estab 
lishment of a three-year public sector 
Mvestinent programme. 

The Prime Minister said that the 


Budget was also not a “pork barre!” 
budget which he described as giving 
contrais to party fathtul without 
regard to getting value in return. The 
criticism had come from the People’s 
National Party, he said, as a result of 
the massive increase in expenditure 
to $200 million on roads. 

He pointed out that there was a 
contracts awards committee for all 
contracts over $100,000; and pertor- 
mance budgeting now provided 
cross-checks on physical output 
which detect ali areas of cost over- 
runs, and was a deterrent to funds 
being diverted from projects. 

ertormance budgeting was put- 
ting an end to “pork barrelling,” Mr. 
Seaga declared. The PNP, he said, 
was obviously not up-to-date on 
financial checks and balances. 

Mr. Seaga sad that the PNP’s 
commments were influenced by the 
operation of thew Crash Programme, 
Community Enterprise Organisation 
and Pioneer Corps. He said that very 
lithe Crash Programme was im the 
system. The way had been cleared 
for the Local Development  Pro- 
gramme, tor which he gave a break 
down of expenditure of $29.7 mil- 
lion Last year. 

Mr. Scaga also said the “greacest 
pork barrel of all” some contract 
operanons of the Parsh Councils, 
had been privatised to operate on 
open contract basis. ble spoke of the 
work of the KSAC under this new 
SIT tion 
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“Pork barrel operanons which 
flourished under PNP ws rapally be 
ing replaced with systems of expend 
ture for which there ts greater eth 
ciency, greater accountability. [tke 
many other undesnable ills of the 
society, “pork barrelling’ ws another 
which is bemg courapcously weed 
out by this Government.” Mr. Seaga 
sd. 

On the Phronme Speech Mtr Se apa 
sad: 

“The Throne 
statement on performance, props 
Hons and pohces of Government. It 
is not a polmecal statement 

“The clam by the President ot 
the PNP that rhe Throne Speech thas 
year contained political partisan ret 
erences, refers apparently to a pari 
ular reference that “the baste cause of 
the problems we lace ts as a result of 
the cumulanve defiens of the 10s 
and the rapud dechme in the bawete 
industry over the past three years: 

“It ws. of course, understandable 
that the PNP wishes the country to 
torger the 1970s and the wreckage 
left behind by them as hazards to be 
faced by those of us who have to 
pilot the country through the 1980s.” 


Spree h "ss Jj 




















Seaga Closing Debate 
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[Text } 


rime Minister Edward 

Seaga closed the 1986- 

87 Budget Debate 

Tuesday night’ with 
these words: 

“In the past tive years we have 
jtaken the country through a 
comprehensive programme of re- 
| structuring the economy. But in 

many ways although painful, al- 

though demanding, although re- 
| quiring every ounce of courage to 
take the ditticult decisions and to 
make them stick; although dan- 
gerous as we skated on thin ice 
so many times — in the final 
analysis the most difficult of all 
the tasks of restructuring has 
been to change attitudes. That ts 
where the real restructuring still 
remains. 

“Building a new spirit to tace a 
new age ts a task which requires a 
subtle adjustment process of delicacy 
and complexity. 

“the age from which we have 
come was one in which the individu. 
als. self-confidence and self-worth 
were to a great extent buried im a 
rchance on others to produce for 
him, to provide for him. 

“The hardship of lite m our coun. 
try does require that many of our 
people shone he provided for and 
their wellare protected. 

“But the dommant outlook of our 
countr cannot be a rehance on the 
State. a condinon to be reserved for 
the atnsk group, the old, the teeble 
and those who only too cagerly are 
searching for a reason to avoid selt- 
development of their own worth. 


“We have carefully guided the 


rage to a better understanding of 
the valuc of initiative and enterprise 
as a means of encouraging the emer- 
gence of the real self-worth of our 
peuple. 

“Today we may mirror the image 
of yesterday's leaders when populist 
polices directed = that leadership 
above all should provide for every- 
one’s needs. 

“But as we move to pioncer a new 
and exciting passage mto a future 
gcared to our own ability to use our 


Own creativity and imitiative to ex- 
press our cont. a new lead- 
ership with a bold vision of the 
future calling on the 
entrepreneurship of our people to 
venture, to risk, to carve a new path 
of their own must guide the way. 


New talented breed 
“We are proud today that emerg- 
ing from he wide range of new 
investments are a breed of new en- 
treprencurs, young, talented and not 


_atraid to venture, so unlike those: 
who still want the bottle full of milk’ 


nt to their lips, and when they have 
drank, to a Gene and baa be to 
sleep. 

This new young talented breed 
who manufacture products, grow 
crops, create new concepts m cl 
services, and enter the wide world of 
opportunity to use the computer as a 
tool to harness our ability to process 
and analyse data are the men and 
women of tomorrow, born im these 
past five years. 

“So too at the smallest scale ts the 
youth im the Solidarity project, the 
street child who grasps the opporu- 
nity to learn and cam, the 
HEART. traces for self-employ- 
ment, no more for employment only, 
the vendors, higglers shopkeep- 
ers who weve sufled in the market- 
place m the past and for whom we 
are now creating conditions to allow 
them to use these better conditions 
to prosper. 

CA with this mew spirit of 
self-worth must come the self-disci- 
pline that helps to transform our 


country so that we seck not only for * 


ourselves but others. 

“The key to discipline ts order. 
Greater order may come from strict- 
er regulations as we have enforced in 
the drive to reduce molestation of 
our visitors and encouraged in the 
cleaner environment im which today 
we live. 

“The new beauty of our sur- 
roundings is the surest and most 
— way to remind » that a 
orders is changing for somethi 

hter and better and new. ™ 

Inwardly, too, there must be this 
conscious change to release our en- 
ergics to create rather than destroy. 

“In the world of yesterycar, we 
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consumed ourselves in political pas- 
sion. We spent our encrgics devising 
ways t6 Overcome opponcnts in cv- 


Way. 
taliiien like any other arca in 
which there are adversaries who con- 
test positions, must Save compct- 
itivencss in spirit. Bur there are some 
arcas of our national life which have 


“When we were in opposition, we 
targeted several such sensitive areas 
to be placed in the non-political 
realm ay ! —— then to ——- 
ture that part of our political system 
which allowed one party to advan- 
tage the other in these sensitive arcas 
simply because they held the handle 

er. 

We were successful in getting the 
first and foremost of these restruc- 
wred while in oposition when we 
successtully pressed for the establish- 
ment of an impartial clectoral sys- 
tem. 


Impartial conduct 

“Our cHorts could have, bur did 
not end there. 

“We have since fulfilled all the 
other objectives of this mission to 
create impartiality in the sensitive 
areas of our national life. 

“Hence, we have, as promised in 
opposition, created the itions of 
Contractor General, and Broadcast- 
ing (or media) Commission, to handle 
those other sensitive areas where 
politics can upset the delicate bal- 
ance. 

“But how have we done this, not 
by taking advantage of our singular 
position in the Parliament to ~ oy 
tage the missing side, but indeed by 
handing over to the Governor-Gener- 
al our symbol of impartiality, the key 
element of selecting the people to 
hold these sensitive posts so that we 
may be assured of impartial conduct 
in these delicate areas. 

“We did not have -to take this 
ysition, bur we did so rather than 
old these powers of appointment as 

a government ourselves. 

“But we have gone one turther 
step of the greatest significance in the 
same vem. 

“We have also voluntari and 
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without urging or pressure, handed 4 more disciplined and demanding — 


ever to the Governor-General the age 
responsibilty too for selecting the 
Ombudsman and the Members of 
the Integrity Commission, two tur- 
ther arcas of sensitive national af. 
fasrs. 

“I make this pomt of our own 
sclt-cffacement and voluntary limita- 
tion of our own powers because by 
these acts we create a greater sense 
of natural justice in the society, and 
ws that sense of prevailing justice 
which makes hails the task of 
generating more order in the society, 
and from that order, not disorder, 
will spring the new energics and 
creativity to make us more truly a 
people of self-worth and a nation of 
worth. 

“All these clements of the grand » 
design are not un-related pieces but 
parts of a programme to restructure 
our minds and our conduct to enter 


“lt could m= closing this debate 
review the tangible benefir, which 
this Budget brings and as we started 
with “good news” end it by obsery- 
mg thar today’s closing message 
brings sull more good news. 

“But | choose not to. | chose 
nstcad to be mindful of what we 
have. accomplished only as small 
parts of what yet remains to be done 
m the meangible arcas of our atti- 
tudes and values, so that in ap- 
proaching the 25th anniversary of 
our independence, next year, we may 
deo so m the wisdom and cenainty 
that we will marshal a greater ability 
to face the next test of creating a 
nation that is str m TPpose, 
enduring ip cttort, as pr to face’ 
the world as a people of a deeper 
mner strength and a greater selt. 
worth ~ 


Manley: ‘Insulting Bribe’ 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 16 May 86 pp 1, 3 


{Text } 


President of the People’s Na- 
tional Party, Mr. Michael Manley, 
yesterday described the 1986/87 
Budget as a “bribe” which is so 
miniscule compared to the sacri- 
tices, that “it amounts to nothing 
more than an insylt to our intelli- 
gence.” 

Mr. Manley was addressing a 
large audience at the PNP’s Peo- 
ples Forum at the Oceana Hotel in 
which he “closed” the Party's bud- 
get debate “opened” by Spokesman 
on Finance, Mr. Seymour Mullings 
last month. 

He dealt with such areas as 
privatisation, budget financing per- 
centages of imereases alter price 
roll-backs, macro economic poli- 
cies, call -for clections and a wam- 
ing on the printing of ballots. 

Looking at price reductions on 
basic foods and cement, Mr. Man- 
ley sand that cost of living had gone 
up over TOO per cent since 1980. 
But. he said, counter flour selling at 
22 cents per pound in 1980 was 
$1.16 m 1986. This was slashed to 
82 cents a pound after the Budget, 
showmg a 29 per cent decrease 
trom the 427 per cent increase 
since PIRO. 


Cornmeal increased 228 per cent 
between 1980 and 1986 from 25 


_cents to 82 cents; however it -was 


reduced to 65 cents per pound, a 
21 per cent decrease. Bread was 
also increased 420 per cent be- 
tween 1980 and 1986, from 74 
cents to $3.85, Mr. Manley said, 
but was reduced to $3.40, showing 
a decrease of only 11 per cent. 

The “saltfish Government” 
clauned to have reduced the price 
of this commodity to $5.20 per 
pound, but when they came to 
power it was $1.56 per pound, he 
added. Even with the reduction, the 
increase over the 1980 price was 


one of 239 percent, he said, asking | 


which workers’ income had_ in- 
creased by 239 per cent. 

“Seaga promises to reimstate 
price controls to patrol the roll- 
backs: Who can believe this prom- 
ise will be anything clse but short- 
term since the dismantling of price 
controls was one of his mayor 
deregulation policies?” 

Mr. Manley described as “sheer 
tokenism,” Mr. Seaga’s move to 
reduce interest rates by four per- 
centage points. How many small 
businesses could borrow moncy at 
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W per cent interest? How many 
hopeful houscowners can atford W 
per cent mortgage money, he 
asked. 

Ihere was no guarantee that 
those rates would come down m- 
mediately as the financial msttu- 
tions were ticd up with money 
borrowed at higher rates, he said. 

Mr. Manley said electricity rates 


were reduced by 30 per cent, de- 


spite the fact that the price of orl, 
the most costly input on clectricity 
production, had fallen by 60 per 
cent. 

He questioned whether Mr. Sea- 
ga remembered increasing clectrict- 
ty rates by 116 per cent in the space 
of two months in 1984. 

Mr. Manley suggested that if 
Mr. Seaga was so concerned about 
the people how about using the 
windfall money from the oil price 
to help in the areas of health and 
education. ; 

“He has not and will not take 
those steps for a simple reason. He 
beheves that the people are so 
lacking in intelligence and so hun- 
gry that they’can be bought by 
appealing to their most basic in- 
stincts — their bellies,” Mr. Man- 





ley dee lared to shouts of “not this 
time. 

He sand * that “this bribe” must 
and will be rejected by the people. 
“it ts not only an insult to their 
miclhgence but alo a crass and 
vulgar attempt to purchase their 
support with a pound of salt-fish,” 
Mr. Manley said. 

Dealing with Mr. Seaga’s eco- 
nome model, Mr. Manley said the 
country had managed to stand still 
m six years with 0.3 per cent 
growth per annum, inspite of mas- 
sive Hows trom the United States of 
Amenca tor which he was deeply 
appreciative. - 

In teal terms Gross Domestic | 
Product (GDP) was less ini 1985 


_ than in 1979 since the population 

had mereased. The per capita GDP, 
~ Mr. Manley sad was lower now than 
. mm 1980 which meant that the stan- 
* dard of lwing had been reduced, Mr. 
Manley sand 

There had been no growth despre 

_ borrowing over USST bilhon and the 
Y overall decline was evident m virtual 
* ty all the productive sectors, he said. 
— Intlanon which according to Mr. 
s Manley was a dicet result of Seaga’s 
 debberate deregulanon policy of gal 

loping devaluation, had moved trom 
4.6 per cent m TIT to 23 percent im 
. 19RS. 
) The trade defiant had moved from 

$213 millon in 1980 to $595 million 


‘ast year, unemployment grew 26 per | 


cont according to Mr. Seaga’s new 


Further Manley Criticism 
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toll on the 


r 
PRIME MINISTER EDWARD SEAGA’S POLICY of 
devaluation and deregulation 


have exacted an enormous 


population, according to the President of the 


People’s National Party, Mr. Michael Manley. 
Mr. Manley said that — all the claims of economic recovery, per 


capta Gross Domestic 

(CoP) had fallen by four per cent 
between aie sw Sora while com- 
pensation as a percent- 
age of GDP fell 51 per cent in 1980 
to 48 per cent in 1980. 

Addressing the People’s National 
Party People’s Forum on Thursday at 
the Oceana Hotel,he said that dereg- 
ulation was the first c of 
callous policies which would exact 
crucl on the Jamaican popula- 
tion. Increase in food imports by 44 
per cent in 1981 took ms toll on 


Only the silly, callous act of allowing 
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imo the island container loads of 


idty thar ead has fallen by nea 
a halt. What had become basic tood 
for the ordinary worker has now 
become luxury for management,” 
Mr. Manley said. 
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midex and there was a lack of mvest 
ment 

Mr. Manley anged that cven et 
for’ be made to ensure that the 
Electoral Otte obtams the nec- 
essary forergn cxchange resources to 
allow w to do as own priming of the 
ballots under ts own root 

“We beheve that the only way to 


censure that there 1 no doubt about 


the mtegrty of the system rs tor the 
Hlectoral Otte asclt to prat the 
ballots under its own toot.” Mr. 
Manley san. 

He called on the Government to 
call the General Elections now be- 
cause the model which had been 


_ given sex wears had tailed. 


The Government's own Ministry 
of Health had admitted, he said. thar 
while the minimum wage could! 
about cover the weekly food needs 
of a family in the late 1970s, in 1984 
the minimum wage could purchase 
only a third of the corresponding 
food costs. 

Mr. Manley declared thar uw was 
no wonder that malnutrition, parti 
ularly amongst children, was on the 
increase and also no wonder thet the 
children, too weak to fight any cis 
ease, were falling prey to any virus 

“Devaluation has not only af 
fected food but electricity and water 
rates, the price of books — virtually 
every item which the ordinary man, 
woman and child need for surval.” 
“—, - 

Spcaking of devaluation’s mpact 
in tte ceotiee, he said thar 4. 
cents out of every dollar was put 
towards debt servicing, = chimbing 
from 25 cents in 1982. No wonder, 
he added, that schools and hospitals 
had to be closed when so much was 
put into debt ty 

Touching on high interest: rates. 
he said the rates had forced mam 
small businesses to go under, throw 
ing thousands out of work. 

Mr. Manley was critical of the 
reduction of the budget defren which 
he said when unplemented together 
with devaluanon had meant a es 
reduction im all government services 

In outlining the PNP's ccononn 
strategy, Mr. Manley said the Party 
would restore confidence and mien 
ty, remove corruption, and reduc: 


political tribalism. 
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Mr. Howard Wedemire, Member 
of Parliament for South-East West- 
morcland, has resigned from the 
Jamaica Labour Party. 

Following an announcement to 
this effect by Mr. Wedemire yester- 
day, the JLP issued a statement 
signed by party chairman the Hon. 
Broce Golding, saying the resignation 
came as no surprise. It described Mr. 
Wedemire’s performance in the con- 
stituency as “dismal”. 

“As a result, the Party's Selection 
Committce had taken the decision to 
ceasult with the Party members in 
the constituency to identify a suitable 


“candidate to replace Mr. Wedemire 


in the next General Elections,” said 


the statement. 

. “It is obvious that Mr. Wedemire 
anticipated this action and opted to 
resign. His resignation clears the way 
for the Party to proceed more expe- 
ditiously to ensure that it is adequa- 
tely represented in the constituency 
of South-cast Westmoreland,” the 
Statement said. 

Mr. Wedemire, a 37-year-old 
businessman, was elected to Parlia- 
ment in the 1983 General Elections 
which were not contested by the 
PNP. The seat was formerly held by 
Miss Euphemia Williams, of the JLP, 
who defeated the then PNP incum- 
bent, Mr. P. J. Patterson, in 1980. 


Possible Opposition Role 
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The resignation of Member of 
Parliament Mr. Tony Wedemire 
from the Jamaica Labour Party has 
raised questions as to whether he will 
now become the Leader of the Op- 
position in the House of Representa- 
tives. 

Two of Jamaica’s eminent attor- 
neys-at-law have expressed the view 
that Mr. Wedemire is automatically 
the Leader of the Oppositon. 

Attorncy-at-law and Senator Dr. 
Lloyd Barnett said Mr. Wedemire 


would automatically become Leader 


_ of the Opposition. He said that the 
*Governor General had no technical 


*problem in recognising Mr. Wede- 
- mire as Leader of the Opposition. 

: “It means that he’s now Leader of 
“the Opposition,” says Mr. R.N.A. 


‘ Henriques another attorney-at-law; 
‘ “if he remains in Parliament and not 
‘with Government Party, it means 
~ he’s the Opposition.” 


Mr. Henriques said that if Mr. 
Wedemire declares that he consti- 
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tuted the Opposition, then the Gov- 
ernor General would have to recog: 
nise him. “I can see lots of problems 
there,” he said. “ 

According to the Constitution 
Section 8Y (2): “whenever the Gover- 
nor General has occasion to appoint 
a Leader of the Opposition he shall, 
in his discretion, appoint the member 
of the House of Representatives 
who, in his judgment, ts best able to 
command the support of a majority 
of those members who do not sup- 
port the Government...” 





In a statement about his resigna- 
tion, Mr. Wedemire said that as of 
May 1, 1986 his presence in the 
House of Representatives as the re- 
turned Member for South East West- 
morcland would be in the capacity 
of an independent member since he 
had revoked allegiance to or with 
any political party ruling or other- 
wise in fannaca, 

“With the freedom of speech 
possible with this independence | 
shall represent the neglected interests 
of my constituency forcefully to the 
Parhament that steps may be taken 
to focus Government attention on 
the rapid deterioration of basic in- 
frastructute, especially roads and wa- 
ter supply in) deep rural constitu- 
encies,” Mir. Wedemire’ said. 

Party Chairman Mr. Bruce Gold- 
ing, however, had described Mr. 
Wedemire’s performance as “dismal- 
“and that the JLP’s Selection Com- 
muttce had taken the decisionto con- 
sult with Party members in’ the 
constituency to identity a suitable 
candidate to replace Mr. Wedemire 
in the next General Elections. 

Bur ina counter statement, Mr. 
Wedemire said it was “amazing” to 
read the JEP Chairman's reaction to 


his resignation. He said that) Mr. 
Golding was in full praise of the 
work he had done in organising the 
Party's pre-clection 1980) campaign 
programme in his home parish West- 
moreland. 

“The Party leadership knows that 
I have been unstinting in my rep- 
resentations on behalf of my constit- 
uency... perhaps the relentlessness of 
the critical representations ‘became 
aggravating to him as the lack of 
Positive response was to me. 

“It is typical of his leadership that 
the response should have taken the 
form of character assassination, im- 
puting wrong and selfish motive of 
what was my painful decision to 
resign. 

“| repeat my sole reason for re- 
signing was to face the party with the 
dire needs of the people of rural 
Jamaica, especially since elections are 
in the offing,” Mr. Wedemire said. 

Mr. Wedemire told the Gleaner 
that he feels that any self-respecting 
politician would want to rally around 
issues affecting the rural folks such 
as bad roads, lack of adequate water 
supplies and unemployment, if not 
actively, passively. 

He said that the Government’s 


Seaga Comments 
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Local Development Programme 
(LDP) had exacerbated the condition 
of the rural poor as Ministers of 
Government are always referring 
MPs to the LDPwhenever they 
wanted something donc. 


And in a statement, People’s Na- 
tional Party representative for South 
East Westmoreland and Party Chair- 
man, Mr. P.j. Patterson said that the 
Party was forced to note that the 


_PNP and Mr. Wedemire were at one 


that the constituency had been “gros 
sly neglected and poorly represen 
ted.” : 


There had been no progress in 
any area of life for the people of 
South East Westmoreland as the JL? 


‘Government neglects the homeless, 


the farmers, the students and the 
road users. 


“South East Westmoreland has 
indeed been typical of the truce situa 
tion facing rural Jamaica. All those 
members of Parliament who have the 
plight of the people at the heart must 
in conscience admit that virtually 
every area of the country ts m a 
condition of abject decay,” Mr. Pat 
terson said. 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 19 May 86 pp 1, 3 


{Text | 


RIME MINISTER EDWARD SEAGA warned 
yesterday that further resignations would not 
deter the Jamaica Labour Party from weeding out 
Members of Parliament whom he described as “bad 


eggs.” 


Mi. Scagao made the statement im a_reterence to the recent 
resignation of the MP. for South-Fast Westmoreland, Mr. Howard 
Wedemne, as he gave the main address at yesterday's annual meeting 
of the JEP’s Northwest Clarendon Constitucney represented by Mr. 
Clifton Stone which was held at the Edwin Allen School in brank- 


' 


field. 

Mr. Scapa sand that Mr. Stone was 
a valuable asset to the party and a 
person for whom he had great re 
gard: 


“But not every Member of Parha- 
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ment 1s like that. There are Members 
of Parhament who are good, there 
are Members of Parhament who are 
very good and there are Members of 
Parliament who are worthless. Some 
of them are not looking after the 
people's business. Some of them 
looking after themselves. Some of 
themeone mad, mad with what f 
don know, whether a is power o1 
not. 

* “Recently one Member of Parha- 
ment belonging to the JLP resigned. | 
am telling vou that we have had to 
tclla number of them, not many, but 
atew, that they are not doimg a good 
job and must not expect any further 
support from the Labour Party and 
they will not be running again. It 
they want to resign, resin because 
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when you have 60 Members m the 
House you can atford to lose a tew. 
“So, whether it is because they are 
not looking after the people's bust- 
ness or, Whether it is because they 
don’t understand their role or, 
whether it is because they are sick 
and im need of care and attention; 
whatever be the case, vou will hear 
about a couple more names. All | am 
saying to you ts that tt is the inten. 
non of the party to clean out the bad 


“Some have suid 10 us, ‘we are 
good Labourites nevertheless and we 
will step aside and allow somebody 
else to work the seat.” Orhers say 
thar they are going to resign. We say 
thar if you want to resign there are 
no chains binding you to the party. 

“It is very important to under- 
stand that a party must be run by 
discipline, and if you can't discipline 
the party when you have all the 
members in ‘the-4louse then when 
are you going to do it? 

“If a few of them want to take 
that step it may solve a different 
problem, because atter that nobody 
will be able to tell us that we are 
running a Government in’ which 
there is no Opposition.” 

Other speakers at the meeting 
included; the Hon. Percival Brode- 
rick, Minister of Agriculture, the 
Hon. Errol Anderson, Minister of 
the Public Service, the Hon. |.A.G. 
Smith, Minister of Labour and Mr. 
Len Kirby M.P. 








PROBE OF ‘HIGH OFFICIALS’ FOR LICENSE PLATE SCAM URGED 
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ERSONS “IN HIGH AUTHORITY?” are rent- 
ing public passenger vehicle licence plates to 
operators of private vehicles, Mr. Glen Bloomfield, 
president of the Citizens’ Omnibus Services Associa- 


tion, charged yesterday. 


He called on the Hon. Pearnel Charles, Minister of Public Utilities 
and ‘Transport, to investigate this without delay. He said the renting 
of PP plates was rampant within the Kingston Metropolitan Trans- 


‘port System. 


Also, the COSA president, called 
on the Minister “to declare war” on 
those who were impersonating public 
passenger vehicle operators. 

Mr. Bloomfield was speaking at 
the quarterly meeting of COSA at 
The Courtleigh hotel, Trafalgar 
Road, Kingston. 

“! would like to inform you that 
one of the biggest rackets ever com- 
mitted in this country is the question 
of the Public Passenger vehicle plat- 
es. |} am not talking about the $250; 
that is water under the bridge. 

“You would be surprised to kno«y 
that PP plates are being hired. People 
are renting these plates right now. 
There are people in the transport 
system operating buses ‘licensed i 
Harry’s name, while the plate is in 
Dick's name. It is happening in our 
package and it is‘rampant on Rovu'e 
54,” Mr. Bloomfield said. 

“It is wrong. It is dangerous, and 


the worse thing about it is that these 
things are being done 4a very high 
places.” All the necessary steps 
should be taken to correct the irregu- 
larities now, the COSA president 
urged. 
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ECONOMISTS ASSESS IMPACT OF NATION'S GROWING FOREIGN DEBT 
FL271854 Bridgetown CANA in English 1716 GMT 26 May 86 
[By Paget de Freitas] 


[Text] Kingston, 26 May (CANA)=-In popular discussion of the Third World's 
debt problem, Jamaica's name does not loom large. But local economists say 
that in many respects this island's U.S. 3.3 billion dollar foreign debt is 
no less burdensome and holds the seeds for as deep a crisis as any of Latin 
American nations which regularly catch the headlines. 


The debt has doubled since 1980, but the evolution of Jamaica's debt crisis 
goes back to the early 1970's and the early oil price shock, experts say. 


People tend to be attracted by the large numbers so that Jamaica is not in- 
stantly perceived to be a critical debtor nation, said Dr Omar Davies, a 
senior lecturer in the department of economics at the Kingston campus of the 
regional University of the West Indies (UWI). But the absolute size is not 
so important if it does not tell the whole story about the debt, Davies said. 


For instance, Jamaica's per capita debt is U.S. 1,500 dollars, twice that 

of Brazil, whose foreign debt totals over U.S. 100 billion dollars. We are 
on a per capita basis even in a worse position than Mexico, where each person 
owes about U.S. 1,200 dollars, he added. 


But some economists say that even more critical is the fact tn 1985iJamatca's 
debt payment ratio--what should be paid out to service debts as a proportion 
of export earningse--was 61.3 percent. 


But because of rescheduling, the actual cash pay-out was trimmed to 40 percent 
of earnings. What this has meant in hard terms is that Jamaica in 1985 paid 
its foreign lenders U.S. 490 hillion dollars out of earnings of U.S. 1,198 
billion dollars. Without rescheduling, debt payment would have been U.S. 734 
billion dollars. 


The debt payment ratio was jumped in time with the growth of the country's 
foreign borrowings and a decline in its earnings from exports. 
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In 1975, Jamaica was paying out only 7.4 percent of what it earned from ex- 
ports to pay its foreign debt, which at that time was U.S. 688 million dol- 
lars. But by 1980, the debt had moved to U.S. 1,734 billion dollars, and the 
debt service ratiouhad moved to 38.3 percent, though the actual payment was 
18.5 percent of earnings. 


The situation has deteriorated sharply since then, for by 1983, the foreign 
debt had jumped to over U.S. 2.9 billion dollars, and despite rescheduling, 
the actual debt servicing ratio was 28 percent. 


Another dramatic reflection of Jamaica's debt, economists say, is its 
growth as a percentage of both gross domestic product and exports of goods 
and services. 


In 1970, for example, the country's foreign debt was only 15.8 percent of 
GDP, but by 1980 it had readhed 82.2 percent and 154.1 percent, Central Bank 
deputy governor Dr Owen Jefferson pointed out at a recent debt conference 
here. 


Over the same period the debt as a proportion of exports of goods and ser- 
vices had jumped from 28.6 percent in 1970 to 122 percent in 1980 and 280.1 
percent five years later. 


Government officials say that Jamaica's increasing debt servicing requirement 
has been compounded by the marked decline in export earnings, particularly in 
the key bauxite industry where production moved from 12 million tonnes in 1980 
to just over half that amount last year. 


Between 1980 and 1985 the value of exports from that sector fell by some 65 
percent and after allowing for changes in other sectors the overall decline 

in exports of goods and services in the five year period was some 16 percent, — 
Jefferson said in a paper presented at the conference. 


If exports of goods and services had increased at a very moderate rate of 

five percent per annum, the debt service ratio on accrual and cash bases would 
have been 38 and 25 percent respectively, assuming an unchanged level of bor- 
rowing, rather than 61 and 40 percent, he said. 


And officials point out further that the need for borrowing would have been 
reduced had exports grown. 


In fact, official inflows over the past few years, despite rescheduling, have 
just about met debt payments with small amounts left to help meet imports. 


There has been a net inward transfer of funds which averaged about six percent 
of the value of imports of goods and services between 1981 and 1984, the Central 
Bank's Jefferson pointed out at the conference. 


According to UWL's Davies, continued inflows of soft money, and importantly, 
continued rescheduling and refinancing of Jamaica's debt is critical. He 
estimated that thcthercarrent: faécak:year Jamaica will need to reschedule at 
least the 280 million dollars it managed last year. 
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We can only hope to survive by rescheduling and refinancing every year and 
then hope that something willhhappen to push up exports, Davies said in an 
interview. 


Dr Norman Girvan, a former government director of planning and now an as- 
sociate research fellow at the UWI's Institute of Social and Economic Re- 
search, agrees that Jamaica's crisis is deep. 


According to Girvan, massive aid from the United States to the Edward Seaga 
government since the start of the decade has helped to mask the gravity of 
the problen. 


U.S. assistance to the island over the past five years totalled more than 
U.S. 700 million dollars, a growing portion of it being outright grants. 
Without that aid, and the grant element is important, the story could have 
been quite different, Girvan said. 


Officials like to stress the well-structured nature of Jamaica's foreign 
debt--the bulk of it being medium to long-term loans from official multi- 
lateral and bilateral institutions with only a relatively small portion owed 
to commercial banks. 


The official figures, in fact, indicate that since 1980 the multilateral and 
bilateral institutions have significantly increased their exposure to Jamaica, 
both in absolute terms and as a percentage of the total debt. 


Over the period, their share of Jamaica's foreign debt has moved from 63 per- 
cent to 81 percent, or from U.S. 1.04 billion dollars in 1980 to U.S. 2.73 
billion dollars in 1985. 


At the same time, commercial bank debt has remained steady over the past eight 
years, hovering around the U.S. 400 million dollar mark. Ithhag, however, 
dropped as a portion of the total external debt, falling from 25 percent in 
1980 to 12 percent last year. 


This indicates Jamaica's lack of credit worthiness on the international capital 
market and the government's heavy reliance on project lending, structural ad- 
justment loans and IMF balance of payments firancing over the past 10 years, 
Girvan noted in a recent paper. 


Servicing Jamaica's external debt--the problem compounded by the devaluations 
in the local dollar over the past few years--has its internal consequences when 
more than 30 percent of the budget has to be put aside for that purpose. The 
corollary of this is a rapidly shrinking share of expenditure available for the 
provision of social services and investment, Girvan said in his paper. 
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BANK OF JAMAICA REPORTS 1985 LOSS OF OVER $1 BILLION 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 14 May 86 p 1 


[Text ] 


The Bank of Jamaica (BOJ) re- 
corded a loss of over one billion 
dollars last year. ‘Total loss recorded 
by the Central Bank for 1985 was 
J$1,470,456,622. 

In the previous year the figure was 
J$679,039,253 which was payable, as 
in 1985, trom the Consolidated Fund 
of the Government of Jamaica. 

The above figures form part of 
the bank's final accounts, as of De- 
cember 31 last year, tabled in Parlia- 
ment yesterday. 


The document states that excep- 


tional items of losses arising mainly 
from devaluation of the Jamaican 
dollar, amounted to J$776,695,884. 
In 1984, the loss under that heading 
was }$457,604,123. 

Operating loss on normal opera- 
tions was $13,330,989 last year. In 
1984, it was a profit of 
J$261,711,197. 

The report explains that increases 
in local interest costs which resulted 


mainly from the introduction of eco- 


nomic policy measures contributed 


greatly to this loss, in so far as’ 


operations were concerned. 

Intcrest payment support facilities 
of JS680,429,749 coupled with losses 
on normal operations resulted in net 
loss on overall operations of 
J$693,760,738 before making provi- 
sions for exceptional items. 
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In the previous year, both support 
facilities and = normal operations 
losses were lower. 

The report blames domestic pro- 
duction contraction of 3.7 percem 
decline in. bauxite/alumina exports 
for the downturn. 

Tight monetary and fiscal mea- 
sures designed to secure an im- 
provement im the balance of payment 
position, decline in real investment, 
as well as measures to defend the 
exchange rate, turned in the year's 
picture in the figures given. 

But it states that the pace in 
domestic intlation, nonetheless, sub- 
sided during the year as the rate 
declined to 23.3 percent from the 
previous year’s 31.3 percent. 

“Present forecasts indicate that 
the economy should return to a path 


_ of positive real growth in 1986”, the 


report states, given lower relative 
input costs emanating from oil price 
and exchange rate developments. 

“It is expected”, it continues, 
“that exports will provide the major 


thrust with non-traditional exports 


targeted to grow by about 15 percent 


in real terms.” 


It also anticipated improvements 
in Caricom trade which should pro- 
vide an important channel, based on 
assumptions that trade restrictions in 
the region will be relaxed in accord- 
ance with the Nassau Accord. 








GANJA SMUGGLING THROUGH PORTS STIRS REACTION 
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[Text } 


Deputy Prime Minister ugh 
Shearer warned Sunday that the Gov- 
ermment would soon be taking 
strong action agaist persons illegally 
exporting ganja through shipments of 
legal exports from the island. 
- Mr. Shearer, raaim speaker at the 
‘North Clarendon JLP constituency 
conference at Kellits Market, said 
the situation had rcachedalarming 
proportions and packets of fresh 
‘foods were being used to ship ganja 
into the Unitc 
markets. This was giving the coun- 
try's exports a “nasty reputation.” 

He said that a senior U.S. Cus- 
toms official would be coming here 
for a meeting with exporters and 
Government officials at the Jamaica 
Conference Centre in Kingston to- 
morrow, at which the situation 
would be fully discussed. 

“This type of behaviour is going 
to damage our export trade, which 
will mean’ damage to our farmers 
because when the expozt is cut off | 
the farmers will lose the markets.We ° 


cannot allow that to happen. When - 


the (U.S.) Customs suspect or find 
ganja in packages, they put up a red 


‘ alert flag, and when that flag goes up 


against Jamaica’s exports the effect 
of it is that sometimes the fresh 


. produce would have to wait for up 


to two wecks to be cleared. 

“When that fresh produce is 
packed away in the sun waiting for 
two weeks to be cleared, the food is 
spoilt, it is rejected and the farmers | 
suffer a loss of market. 


States and other . 


' 


stherefore, through ¢ 


“| want you to understand the 
repercussions, the hurt and the dam- 
age that flows back to you the 


_ farmers, why, in the national interest, 
the Government has decided to take 


very strong action against the export 
of this illegal item from the ports | 
and from the airport. 

“Right now, as you know, exports 
cannot leave from the airport with- | 
out the exporter being certified. We 


‘dow have to considcr methods to 


ect che exports from the m 
Ki cin ent Ghtantins Ui, tor 
the tencfit of Jamaica and for the 


put $s arc 
put with che products and 
it is detected a ts rejected. We 


‘are headed for che stage when they 
“could say, ‘Jamaica don't send any 


inore fresh food anports imo the 


Uoued States market’ and at that 
..tune tt would be too late for us to 
weverse the decision. We must stop « 


it out from now.” 


and 


|” Mr. Shearer also announced steps | 


being caken regarding the 


iation | 
of prices co local farmers 


or their | 


‘produce at the farm gatc, the H.M. | 
Shields situation and pracdial larceny. 


He said that the Government was : 
coacerned about the benefits that , 
farmers were getting arising out of 
the substantial improvements in the 
earnings of cxport products: “and 
! Ministry of , 
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Agriculture, we are going to be put 
ting into ca Price ape 
System, we are going to tcl] 
you directly by publication, through 
the JAS, through the Ministry of 
Agriculture, the prices for the prod 
sO a to you in your 


ucts, 

acgotiations with those who 
food at the ben a ; 

the Shiclds situation, where 


farmers by that U.S. firm for winter 
vegetables shipped to the firm, the 
| Governmen: has decided that it 
| would pay the outstanding amount 
_ owed to the farmers, as part of an 
a ment whereby the farmers 
—ae then authorise the Govern- 
ment to proceed on their behalf to 
recover the outstanding sum. 





Government Actions 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 15 May 86 p 13 


[Text ] 


Deputy Prime Minister and Min-. 


ister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign 
Trade, the Rt. Hon. Hugh Shearer, 
said yesterday that since the begin- 
ning of this year over 30,000 Ibs. of 
ganja from Jamaica were seized at 
ports in the United States. 

The threat of a general “import 
alert™ against Jamaican products was 
becoming increasingly _ possible, 
according to Mr. Shearer, who re- 
ported that the latest find was last 
Thursday when “ten tons of cured 
ganja, expertly concealed in a ship- 
ment of 500 bags of cement in two 
40)-foot containers” were detected. 

The Deputy Prime Minister said 
thar only 100) bags of the total 
anount were genuine cement, while 
the other 400 contained tightly-com- 
pressed ganja in an envelope of ce- 
ment. He said the recent find was 
“an efficiently done job which has 
done us a lot of damage”. 

Mr. Shearer was speaking at a 
one-day seminar for exporters and 
manufacturers, titled “Developing Se- 
curity Systems for Exporters”, held at 
the Government Conference Centre, 
in Kingston, organized by the Jamai- 
ca National Export Corporation 
(INEC) and tunded by US/AID.. 

Jamaica's Trade Commissioner in 
New York, he said, had reported 
that in 1988 “in that port alone over 
51,000 Ths of ganja” were discovered 
in shipments originating from Jamai- 
ca. He commented: “This is an unac- 
ceptable situation.” ' 

'o date in 1986 it ts with regret 
t! n informed that ever 39,000 
I Jamaican ganja have . been 
seed at U.S. ports — 81,000 Tbs. or 
40.5 short tons in just 18 months.” 

“The grave implication for Jamai- 
can exports that arises from. this 
development is, of course, the inten- 
sified examination of all Jamaican 
exports entering the US thereby de- 
laying commercial transactions,” Mr. 
Shearer pointed our. 

* Dealing with the result of action 
taken to “crush drug | trafficking” 
locally, the Deputy Prime Minister 


said that between January 1, 1985, 
and March 31, 1986, the Security 
Forces destroyed 4,801 acres of ganja 
and seized 198,677 Ibs. of cured 
ganja. A total of 2,013 Ibs. of co- 
‘caine and 10.5 Ibs. of hashish ‘were 
also seized. ; 
_ Mr. Shearer went on: “The prob- 
| lem has assumed mammoth propor- 
‘tions. The drug was found .among 
shipments of aggregate, scrap“metal, 
fresh food such as yams and pum- 
kins, processed foods, footwear, gar- 
ments, bauxite, alcoholic beverages 
and in craft items made from wicker 
into which ganja was woven”. 

Ten boats and seven planes Were 
also seized and 226 persons were 
arrested of whom 122 were foreign- 
crs. e 
“The threat of a genctal import 
alert against Jamaican products is 
increasingly possible and the Gavern- 
ment will be taking further measures 
to clamp down on illegal drug export 
activities by its identification system 
of exporters and other measurers,” 
he declared. 

The Ministry of Foreign Aftairs 
was aware of the fact that if the 
country was to maximise the benefits 
to be derived from exports, Jamaica 
would have to devise security sys- 
tems to eradicate illegal drugs from 
legitimate exports. 

“To address this problem, I have 
mandated the Board of the JNEC to 
conduct research into the type of 
security arrangements used by ex- 
porting entities across the country,” 
Mr. Shearer said. 

This research was to identify 
where the problems had been to date 
and ste what measures were being 
taken to prevent recurrence, Mr. 
Shearer said, adding that its purpose 
was also to cxamine what other 
countries were doing in this arca. 

“On the basis of all this, a com- 
prehensive export security strategy 
document will be devised for export- 
ing entities, encompassing all stages 


of the production process through to 


packaging and shipment. When the 
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recommendations are made by the 
JNEC these will be promptly put 
before the Cabinet for action.” 

Declaring that the country’s cx- 
port industry was in great danger 
because of illicit drug involvement, 
Mr. Shearer charged that bona fide 
exporters of goods were not taking 
the necessary steps to ensure that 
ganja and other drugs did not get 
into their packages. 

“We have an obligation to ensur: 
that containers do not include ganja 
or other illegal drugs. We have to 
comply with the regulations iu. «n- 
ports laid down by countries which 
we have to send our goods, in the 
same way that they have to comply 
by the regulations laid down by 
Jamaica,” Mr. Shearer said. 

“We are to ensure that only 
goods on the manifest are in the 
containers,” he added. 

Mr. Shearer said he had instructed 
the JNEC to regularly submit a list 
of approved exporters to Customs 
officials in both Britain and the 
United States, stating that the offi- 
cials were cautioned to scrutinize and 

examine carefully the contents of 
shipments from any Jamaican shipper 
not on the list. 

Last year, the JNEC received sev- 
eral hundreds of applicstion for cer- 
tification of recognised exporters, 
Mr. Shearer said; and upon investiga- 
tion by JNEC officers it was discov- 
‘ered that 202 applicants were not 
genuine “for various reasons”. 

Some of these reasons were false 
namés of nof-existent companics 
'and false addresses, he said, adding 
‘that past experience had shown that 
to a large extent these were the 
entities which were involved in the 
export trafficking of drugs. 

Also speaking at the ecminar were 
the Hon. Carlton Alexander, Chair- 
man of the JNEC; Mr. Geoff 
Vaughn, of the U.S, Customs; Mr. 
Reginald Cole, Chief of Security at 
Air Jamaica; and Acting “iperinten- 
dent lan Bent, of the Narcotics 











JPRS-LAM-86-056 
2 July 1986 


Division of the Jamaikan Police 
Force. 

Mr. Alexander said that the prob- 
lem of drug trafficking was continu- 
ing and it must be dealt with now. 
He told the gathering that, as export- 
crs, the onus was on them to abide 
by the regulations. 

He further urged them to “go theg 


extra mile by ensuring that our ship 

ments are not vulnerable at any time, 
whether in the factory, mtransit or it 
the point of departure.” 

Mr. Alexander said yesterday's 
seminar was the first of a series to be 
presented by the JNEC aimed at 
assisting exporters to keep out of the 
drug trade. ; 


[Another report on the seminar in the same issue, pages 1 and 3, adds that 
“Last year the Police Force destroyed 4,160 acres of grown ganja and 205,000 


lbs. of cured ganja. 


Since the beginning of this year, 990 acres of grown 


ganja had been destroyed and 37,000'lbs. of cured ganja had been seized. A 
total of 805 lbs. of cocaine was destroyed last year, while for the first 


four months of this year 10 lbs. had been destroyed."] 


Garja Find in U.S. 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 15 May 86 pp 1, 3 


[Text ] 


EN TONS OF CURED GANJA, concealed in a 

shipment of cement, was found by U.S. Cus- 
toms in a vessel which arrived at the port of 
Newark, New Jersey, last week Thursday. 

A tine of US.$70 million has been imposed on the shipping line 
involved, the Gleaner understands. The identity ot the shipping line 
has not been confirmed, but one report said it ns a well-known line 
which operates out of the Kingston contamer port. 


According to the latest informa 
tion available on the tind, the ship- 
ment was made out of Kingston by a 
local exporter who received an ex 
por number from the Jamaica Na- 
vonal Export Corporation. 

Three men were said to have 
approached the Canbhbean Cement 
Company to purchase 500 bags of 
cement for a project in the United 
States. The purchase was agreed to 
by the company and the men ob- 
tamed a tener from the company 
attesting to the sale. 

On the basis of that letter, the 
}.N.E.C. issued the export number 
which is a special arrangement te- 


quired by Customs. 

What happened after that ts not 
clear, but when the vessel arrived at 
Newark and the shipment was in- 
spected by U.S. Customs it was dis- 
covered that only 100 of the bags 
cortained cemem. The other 400 
contained ganja covered by a coating 
of cement. 

The find was made in two 40-foot 
containers which were carried on the 
vessel. 

US. Customs exainined the ship- 
ment because, by agreement between 
Jamaica and the U.S. authorities, any 
shipment sent trom jamaica by an 
exporter not on an approved hist of 
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exporters supplied by the |.NLEC. to 
the US. authorimes (as well as to the 
U.K. authorities and to the local 
shipping lines) ts hable to examina. 
tion. 


Under this arrangement, since the 
exporter in this case was not on the 
list the cargo ought not to have been 
accepted by ther shipper tor that very 
reason, the Gleaner was told. 


Issue of the export number by che 
J.N.E.C. ts) a legal formaliny, bart 
responsbility for ckport shipment 
rests with the shipper and, ultimately, 
with the Customs. 


Since the discovery became 
known, the Jamaican police have 
started investigation into the matter. 
It was reported yesterday that three 
suspects have either been detamed or 
screened off for arrest. bur thes re 
por was not contirmed 

Mr. Herman Ricketts, ( coepeenes 
sioner of Police, sad thes wer 
tollowmpg “positwe leads”. working 
m conjunction with the US 
nes 


certhveors 
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HIPPING: AGENTS AND CUSTOMS BRO. ,, Silas 

KERS yesterday pledged to help in the fight 6° jficmcisures meliule the hen 
against ganja exports, as they held meetings with — ; ng and bonding of persons and 
the Prime Minister, Rt. Hon. Edward Seaga, and thé 9 = "ne mvolved im capri: 


~ a _ amendment of regulanons related to 
Deputy Prinie Minister, Rt. Hon. Hugh Shearer. 4 ' port operations; and the introduction 
: “of new sccunty procedures. 


Comprehensive proposals to deal with perceived shortcomings in >. Mr. Shearer dealt with the ship 
sccurity measures on the wharves are to be submitted to the ment of ganja mn Cxports of UR UTTLL 
Government by the Customs Brokers Association, following a meet- | tured: goods and agricultural crops 
ing between the president of the association, Mr. Ivanhoe Ricketts, = | '"°™" Kingston port, the danger ot 


qreshy* 2 * » ich legal activities to Jaman an 
and the Prime Minister at Jamaica House. export expanven, and the role of 


At a meeting at the auditonum of - Shipping agents and Customs brokers 
the Jamaica National Export Cor- >to counteract these HMegal activities 
poration, the Shipping Asociation of Mr. Shearer reminded the group 
Jamaica, through its president, Mr. (thar the |.NEC. has seme 2.700 
Reginald Smith, welcomed iitiatives rexporters with export mumbers; but 


being taken to tighten up security in 
the export trade, anid stated that the 
Association would respond quickly. 

Following a study of the propo- 
sals which are to be made to the 
Government by the Customs bro- 
kers, the Prime Minister will meet a 
delegation from the Association with 
a view to formulating action to be 
taken in the matrer of export secun 
ty, a Jampress report said. 

Mr. Ricketts discussed with Mr. 
Scaga further measures which could 
be taken in the continuing effort to 
tighten security on the wharves, par-- 
ticularly with regard to the problem — 
of exports of ganja in containerised 
cargo. 


Other matters discussed included 
the role which the Customs Brokers 
vould play oom preventng how ex 
Ports in general and narcone drugs m 
particular, as well as steps which 

_ vould be taken to ensure thar onk 
wthorsed persons were permitted 
hoes to the wharves 

\t the meenme at the ENE 
tuditornm, Mr. Shearer told a group 
ot 6) shipping agents and Customs 
brokers that an emergency mecing 
of the INE {. hoard had been held 
eather that dav. at has directese. ro 

“consider measures to he taken to 
HMMprove export SCCUTITN. 
Certam measures had been re 
ommended by that meetmg and 
* these would he pur to the Cabinet 
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. only 420 of these were on the ap 
* proved bist of exporters, he pomred 


out. 

He warned shipping agents agaurst 
accepting shipments trom entities not 
on the ENC. approved fist, and 
pomred out that amy such shipment 
would be subject to exanmunaton at 
loreygn ports of entry 

Urging the agents and brokers to 
mamtam securty measures with re 
spect to export shipments, Mr 
Shearer also pomred out the vital 
role that both groups had to play om 
preventing unapproved exporters 
trom shipping goods trom Jaman a 

They would have an opportunity 
to examine the recommendasnons of 
the J.N.E.C. board betore these were 
put to the Cabmet tor action, he 
dlded, 

Mr Smuth pledged the shippers’ 
support, “in the tace of recemt devel- 
opments whih umpentied the na 
non's export trade.” , 

Mr. Claude Clarke, president of 
the Jamana Exporters Association, 
and Mr. Paul Thomas, president of 
the Jamana Manutacturers Asssocta 
non, were present at the meenng. 
which was chawed by the Hon. 

‘ Carhon Alexander O.]., chamman of * 
the J.N.b4 

Also present were Mr. Peter King, 
IN... Chiet Peecutve; Mr Tom 

Sumpson, Director of Focegn Trade 

at a Ministry of boreyn Attairs 

and boregn Trade; and Mr. Noel 

Hivhon, Chatman of the Por Au 

thorny. 











Search for Suspects 
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Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 20 May 86 p 1 


{Text ] 


Local Immigration authonnes are 
on the lookout to detam three fa- 
macans suspected to be mvolved m 
the big ganja shopment seized by US. 
Customs, if they attempt to leave the 
hand. 

And as Jamanan police, working 
with the US. authonties, push mves- 
nganons mto the case, local top level 
police mvestigators are to go to the 
United States to help in mvestgations 
trom that end, the Gleaner learnt 
yesterday. 

It «ss understood that three Jamat- 
cans have been screened off trom 
this end im connection with the giant 
shipment, but local police are ught- 
lipped abow thei investigations at 
this time. 

US. Customs at Newark, New 
Jersey, U.S.A, on Thursday, May 8, 
checking a cargo of cement on a ship 
reportedly from Por Bustamante 
tound ten tons of ganja among the 
Largo 

Ot 300 bags of cement, only 100 
contamed only cement. The other 
4) had compressed ganja sur- 


rounded by cement. 

US. Customs slapped a USS7O- 
nullhon tine on the shippreg line. Up 
to yesterday, however, the name of 
the ship mvolved, or the local ship- 
ping agent, was unavailable as ofti- 
cials kept silent, and the Gleaner 
learnt that there was a “news embar- 
go at this end and in the US.” by 
certain authoritics. 

But was learnt that the ‘cement 
cargo was bound tor Philadelphia via 
Newark. 

At Newark, because the shipment 
dul not have offvial Government 
cerifanon, the US. Customs 
searched the load and came across 
the hig ganja tind. 

The Jamacan police, along with 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) and the United States Drug 
Enforcement Agency (USDEA) have 
been working on the case since then. 

Latest word on these investga- 
tions, from PIC yesterday, was that 
“mvestigations so far, beth locally 
and oversezs, have resulted in pos- 
twe leads which are being actively 
pursued.” 


Opposition Questions in Senate 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 21 May 86 p 3 


[Text } 


Opposition Senator, Charles Sin 
claw tabled questions im the Senate 
on brtday directed at the Minister im 
charge of boreygn Attauws and bor 
een trade on the circumstances 
surrounding the shipment of 10 tons 
ot ganja to the United Spates. 

Senator Sinclair ts asking: 

“Whe was a that prepared and 
processed the manitest for a) ship 
ment on cement to the United States, 
which was later discovered bv the 
US. authorities to be ganja? 

“Is the JNEC Gamara National 
Laport Corporation) = fully ade, 
vied of the details of shipments of 


&7 


export commoedines by private and: 
public exporting  dmpames? 

“Is there a sestem in place to carn 
our a physial HISpCCiion of grerencds 
for export betore actual loading 1s 
done? : 

“H the answer to Part 3 of the 
question isin the attmmatnc, will the 
Minster gre to the Honourabh 
Hlowse details of the date of HISPC 
tion, and by whom was the mspes 
tion carned out” ” 

“Is there am trace of sunlit 
consigmments trom famarna to the 
partivular consignee identitied and 
referred tory by the Mister of bof 
en Prade?” 
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Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 21 May 86 p l 


As the security forces step up 
— action against drug traffickers, 
police seized 2,000 pounds of 
cured ganja at a warehouse on 
Third Street, Newport West, 
Port Bustamante at about 2 
o'clock Monday afternoon, the 
Police Information Centre said 
yesterday. 

A large portion of the drug 
was found in a big metal tank 
and the remainder in bags be- 
side the tank, PIC said. No one 
was arrested and the narcotics 


police are continuing investiga- 
tions. 


_ _Monday’s find was the latest 
big haul of ganja at Port Busta- | 
mante and comes less that two 
weeks after police in the United 
States seized a record 10 tons of 

‘ganja concealed in what was 
ostensibly a cargo of cement 
shipped from Port Bustamante. 

No one has yet been been 


held in connection with this 
seizure but police earlier this 


week said that three Jamaicans 
‘were being sought by local po- 
lice for questioning in connec- 
tion with the ganja shipment. 

Members of the Jamaican po- 
lice are also to go to the United 
States to assist in investigations 
from that side. 

With the crackdown on ganja 
trafficking out of the airports, 
especially the Norman Manley 
Airport in Kingston, drug smug- 
giers in recent months have ap- 
parently shifted. their activities 
to Port Bustamante. 

Concerned about the growing 
trafficking through this port, 
the authorities have begun map- 
ping strategy to combat the drug 
dealers. Several new measures 
aimed at detecting and seizing 
ganja before it leaves Jamaica 
have been put in place but de- 
tails of these have not been dis- 
closed for security reasons. 


. 
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PNP STATEMENT VOICES CONCERN OVER POLITICAL VIOLENCE 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 20 May 86 p 3 


[Text } 


The People’s National Party has 
expressed concer at “escalating vio- 
lence” iothe district: of Farm ia 
central Clarendon where a woman 
was shun ina polincal clash last 
Iris. 

A statement issued on Sunday by 
Dr. Paul Robertson, General Secre- 
tars, said the party i “very con- 
cemed at what appears to be orga- 
nised acts. of inumidation and 
violence” which it said is escalating 
m the district of Farm on the matin 
road between May Pen and Sevens in 
Central Clarendon. 

The statement said that the inci- 
dents began on Wednesday when 
intimidation was used to try to pre- 
vent Party supporters from going to 
and returning from a PNP public 
meeting in May Pen. It said the 
intimidation “escalated” into repeat- 
ed road blocks and the throwing of 
stones and bottles at PNP supporters 
living in and passing through the 
district on Thursday. 

“Subsequently, the homes of resi- 
dents were invaded by a gang of 
gunmen who severely deneged their 
furniture, and culminated ultimately 
in the murder of 24-year-old Miss 
Claudia Daley who was pregnant,” 
the statement said. 

The PNP alleged that Miss Daley 
had heen threatened on Thursday by 
a gang of gunmen, had reported the 
matter to the May Pen Police and 
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had gone to make arrangements to 
leave the area but was killed on her 
return to Farm 

The PNP called on the police to 
uvtensity ther mvesngations to bring 
Miss Daley's killers to pustice. 

the =orelease sand “The PNP 
brought che incidents which tock 
place pror to the murder of M 
Daley to the anention of the Jamana 
Counct! of Churches for its meeting 
held on Friday. Hlowever, in view of 
the seneus and tragic subsequent 
events, the matter is being reported 
to. the Jamaica Association of Evan 
gelicals, the Jamaica Association ot 
Pentacostals, the Full Gospel Assem- 
bly, as well as the Council. The Party 
also reported the matter to the Com- 
missioner of Police.” 

The PNP also said its candidate 
for the Central Clarendon Constitu- 
ency for General Elections, Mrs. 
Donna Scott-Bhoorasingh, “has been 
subjected to threats and harassment 
by political activists in the Farm 
district” and that her family has also 
been threatened and intimidated. 

The Party re-stated its repudiation 
of the use of violence “of any degree 
or form which is used to attempt to 
intimidate supporters of cither polit. 
cal party, and urges the leadership of 
the JLP to recognise the need to 
maintain. the excellent — relations 
which have developed between hath 
Parties ai the Electoral Advisory 
Committee and at orher fora.” 














PNP WOULD NOT AUTOMATICALLY UNDO ACTIONS OF JLP 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER ir English 21 May 86 p 3 


[Text ] 


The President of the People’s. 


Natronal Party, Mr. Michael Manley, 
has said that a PNP Government 
would not automaucally “take back 
over an activity merely because it 
was privarised by the Jamaica Labour 
Party. 

Mfr. Manley told the PNP Peo- 
ple’s Forum at the Oceana Hotel on 
Thursday that a future PNP Govern- 
ment would be guided by certain 


principles and a lot of commonsense. . 


He said: “Where privatisanon has 
worked as in the case of keeping 
Kingston clean, we will retain it. We 
will make sure that the poorest sec- 
vions of the city are not ignored. 

“Where mn has fatled we may ke 
obliged tO OFZaNise the acnvity under 
anew form of ownership if itis felt 
to be mmportant — Southern Proe- 
essors Comes to mind, 

“Where othe privatisation — runs 
counter to our hnedautictinil prin- 
ciples, we reserve the right 10 reverse 
the poly. Lor example, there are 
comin beaches that are vital to the 
public. So, too, certain hospitals. We 
reserve the right to undo privatisa- 
tion but naturally pledge to act in 
strict accordance with the Jamaican 
Constitution and laws which protect 
the property rights of individuals.” 

Mr. Manley declared that the 
PNP had no programme of nationali- 
sation; however, he said the PNP felt 
that it was important for the State to 
have a galliceri presence in’ the 


19274 
CSO: 3298/466 


90 


JPRS*LAM~867056 


2 July 1986 


JAMAICA 


field of banking. 

It was both wise and necessary, he 
said, for the State to maintain some 
presence in the commercial banking 
system through which investment 
capital could be directed to strategic 
objectives which did not necessarily 
conform to the strict criteria of 
short-term profitability. 

A bank which might be owned 
cither wholly or in the majonty by 
the Government must not in any war 
be subjected to any form of political 
interference with its operational 
methods or day-to-day working 

Once special areas of strategic 
importance had been identified. a 
bank in these circumstances must be 
guaranteed absolute integrity and ab 
solute security from interference, he 
sand, 
In respect of the National Com- 
mercial Bank (NCB), Mr. Manley 
said the PNP would have no olyec- 
tion to shares amounting to less than 
majority control being offered to the 
public, and sire has in small hold 
ings such as small blocks of shares to 
institutions like trade unions and co- 
operatives; to employees of NCB or 
a mixture of these. 

Mr. Manley said that the PNP 
would not, however, accept as a 
government the total privatisation of 
the NCB. 

“We reyect, the notion that there ts 
any reason in principle or common.’ 
sense why the NCB should be priva- 
tised,” he satd. ‘ 
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DOCTORS WAGE ACCORD-—-Junior Doctors voted last night by an overwhemingly 
majority to accept conditionally, the wage offer by the Ministry of Public 
Service. Neither the offer nor the conditions were made known last night. 
Acceptance came at a meeting of the Junior Doctors Association at the Doctors 
Quarters, University Hospital, Mona. The salary dispute between the Junior 
Doctors and the Government has dragged on for months, and has resulted in in- 
dustrial action, mainly in form of work-to-rule which on different occasions 
had severely affected the hospital service. The doctors are to meet again 
with Mr Anderson this evening after which it is expected that they will seek 
a meeting of the tribunal before weekend to rarify the agreement. [Text] 
[Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 14 May 86 p 3] /9274 


CONSTRUCTION WOBKERS' WAGE HIKE--An increase of 37-1/2 percent across the 
board for workers in the building and construction industry has been awarded 
by the Industrial Disputes Tribunal. The award was given on the wage claim 
made by the workers, through their unions, on the Incorporated Masterbuilders 
Association. Retroactive to February 1, 1985, the award was made by the 
Tribunal last Thursday, May 8, but was only made known to the Masterbuilders 
yesterday, when they received their copy of the award. Confirming fears that 
the award might prove damaging to the industry, in terms of increasing the 
cost of operation, the size of the award caused alarm among members of the 
industry as well as members of the public, when they heard of it. An in- 
crease of nearly 40 percent on present wage levels in the industry, already 
regarded as high, plus double-time payment for work done on Saturdays, Sun- 
days and on Public Holidays, will push building costs to greater heights. 
[Excerpt] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 14 May 86 p 1] /9274 


COPRA PRODUCTION--Copra production in 1985 increased by 872% over that of 1984, 
Mr Peter Mc Connell, Chairman of the Coconut Industry Board (CIB), said on 
Saturday. He also said that over five hundred farmers are now delivering 
coconuts for copra. However, he said, many farmers were using the Board as 

a "boops" and as a result changes had been introduced so that the Board could 
become a "boopsie." [Excerpt] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 14 May 
86 p 22] /9274 
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ST CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS 


PAPER URGES SEPARATION OF POLITICS, TRADE UNIONISM 


Basseterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 3 May 86 p 2 


{Editorial ] 





[Text ] As the defeated Labour Party feverishly 


mounts yet another assault on the patience and 
tolerance of the people of St. Kitts to stage 

its annual Holiday March, signs of misleadership | 
and hypocritical grandstanding again stand out 
glaringly for all to see. THE DEMOCRAT's own 
advertisement in its own Newspaper billing the 
holiday as MAY DAY and PAM DAY appears to haunt | 
and irritate the likes of the Labour Misleaders no 
end, and even to move them to writing long and 
heated diatribes complaining that THE DEMOCRAT 

is using these expressions in its free press. 

We know as well as any Labour Misleader 
that the origin of the holiday is to celebrate 
workers internationally. But we have come to 
realise that as a result of the era of tyranny 
and oppression of the Labour Party regime, 
Labour Day unfortunately has come to be asso- 
ciated with the dictatorship and contempt for 
workers maintained by the unsympathetic Labour 
Misleaders. It is precisely because of our 
desire to salvage the dignity and self- 
respect of our people why we refrain from the 
use of the term Labour Day, and promote the 
expression MAY DAY. And in our view, if the 
Labour Party continues to insist that the 
holiday is Labour's Day, we will counter 
that suggestive interpretation as we fit. 

The Misleaders can march from one end. of 
the island to the other, that does not substi- 
tute by one iota interest in workers for 
their customary unconcern. It will forever 
remain an acute embarrassment to the defeated 
Labour Party that after 28 years continuously 
in Government, and nearly 40 years as a Trade 
Union, thé Labour Party failed to introduce 














92 

















19274 
CSO: 


3298/470 





any comprehensive Labour Code into the House 
of Assembly. This omission is a blot on the 
cecord of politicians who pretend to care 
about job protection, severance pay, and 
decent compensation for the injuries of our 
citizens in the workplace. 

The defeated Labour Party, on the con- 
trary, has used and manipulated the workers 
in this country without shame or conscience 
for the advancement of their shoddy political 
ambitions, and greedy financial gain. One of 
the worst examples was their abuse of the 
mechanism which they inserted into their 
unconstitutional Sugar Lands Acquisition Act 
of 1975 to “exempt.” certain village and 
other lands from "Sugar Cultivation" for 
political and personal profiteering. Their 
gain was grasped at the expense of the workers 
unless they happened to be stooges and hench- 
men of the Misleaders. Equally bad, and more 
blatantly oppressive to workers, was the 
unconstitutional deduction of forced Union Dues 
which trampled upon the Protection of Wages Act 
1967 and became a device for a "closed shop" 
principle for hiring workers, and enriching 
the Union unjustly. WHERE THAT MONEY WENT? 
What Labour Day? Labour ain’ day no way! 
The workers of this country must never forget 
that the Labour Party here is a political 
organisation masquerading as a workers league 


Let them therefore march for the separation of 


politics and Trade Union in this country !!!! 
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BRIEFS 


UPM MEMBERSHIP DRIVE--The United People's Movement (UPM) is embarking on 
another recruitment drive. General Secretary and Political Leader of the 
Party, Comrade Oscar Allen, disclosed this to JUSTICE earlier this week. He 
said that local politicial conditions are very favourable for such a drive. 
"Many persons have been approaching us" he said, “enquiring about membership 
and what they can do in terms of buildings a strong progressive alternative to 
the politics of the NDP and SVLP." "Large selections of our working people 
have become disillusioned with the performance of the NDP," Comrade Allen 
went on. "More and more they are beginniagg to realise that the policies 

of the NDP are no real alternative to the discredited ones on the Labour 
Party. They are slowly coming to realise that Big Man Rule is not over," the 
UPM Leader pointed out. As head of the Party's Organisation Committee, Allen 
is spearheading the recruitment drive. As part of this drive, Party Leaders 
have scheduled visits to targeted areas. Party leader.Allen said, that the 
UPM's door is always open to honest, patriotic Vicentians, concerned about 
playing their part in bringing equality, democracy and development to our 
country. [Text] [Kingstown JUSTICE in Inglish 21 May 86 p 4] /9274 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


NEW GULF PATROL AIMS AT VENEZUELANS, DKUG TRAFFICKERS 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 28 May 86 p 7 


[Text ] 


POINT FORTIN _ THE 
POLICE are now using the 
launch Seahawk in their bid 
to catch drug pushers and 
other persons nap) bay on 
illegal trade in the Gulf of 
Paria between the south 
western peninsula and 
Venezuela. 

. According to Rep. Cyril Rogers 
(PNM — Point Fortin), the Sea- 
hawk is based at Trinmar for the 
time being and is cquipped with a 
radio and has a three-rnember crew, 
all policemen. He went on board on 
Monday. 

« The Seahawk would also be of 
assistance to Trinidad fishermen in 
difficulties with the Venezuelan au- 
thoritics, Mr. Rogers, President of 
the Cedros Fishing Co-operative So- 
ciety, added. 


Kept His Promise 


He said that when Minister of Na- 
tional Security Overand Padmore yo 
isted Cedros and Icacos recently, 
p" umised to look into the possibil hy of 

aving a Police launch station 

Cedros. 

Mr. Rogers was pleased that the 





Minister kept his promise by making 
the Seaha =k ovale. 

He said he also made representa- 
tions for improved lighting on on te Ced- 
ros beach including the jetty where 
boats with outboard engines were an- 
chored. 

Boat owners were complaining ab- 
out theft. 


Boats Released 


Meanwhile, two fishing boats, one 
from lcacos and the other from Ced- 
ros, which were seized by Venezuelan 
authorities last Friday, have been 
mT id fi posed and 

owners paid fines im 
returned home on Monday evening 
with the boats. 

Mr. Rogers said one of the owners 
was fined 25,000 bolivars (TT $5,000) for 
shrimping without a permit but he 
pleaded % with the authorities and even- 
ro 4,000 bolivars (TT $800). 

other boat owner paid 1,500 
bolivars (TT $300) for shrimping out- 
side the designated area. 

Three Icacos fishermen who left 
Guiria last Friday, instead of return- 
ing home, went to Carupano where 
two men held and charged in 
connection with the hijacking of a 
boat were due for trial. 

Oli Mohammed, owner of the boat 





Anthony (TFS 1666) and two men were 
in Venezuelan waters when the Soat 
pg ijacked by two men a few weeks 

three were forced to jump into 
ihe ton ond Oi swam about half mile 
to the mainland. 

The boat was located in Guiria 
and the authorities there held two 
men, one a Venezuelan and the other a 
Trinidadian, and charged them with 
the hijacking. 

It was reported that Mohammed 
was assisting the hijackers by taking 
them from Icacos to Venezuela. 

Mohammed and his two friends are 
expected home by today according to 
Mr. Rogers. 


/9274 


CSO: 3298/475 


95 

















GUARDIAN SEES PROMISING SIGNS IN HOYTE'S GUYANA 
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Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 23 May 86 p 8 


[Editorial ] 


{Text } 


So while we welcome the 
Guyanese move to revive the 
spirit of enterprise that built 
the nation in the first instance, 
we have to point it out as an 
example to those in our midst 
who still have illusions about 
the superiority of socialism and 
Marxism in terms of economic 
and social organisation. 

Burnham's foolhardy experi- 
ment has transformed Guyana 
from the potential food basket 
of the region into a ‘‘basket 
case’’. It is now one of the poor- 
est countries in the Western 
Hemisphere, falling into the 
class of Haiti and Bolivia. 

Its foreign reserves have 
lunged to zero, its per capita 
ncome has dropped by 25 per | 
cent in the last four years and 
its total debt servicing amounts 
to three quarters of all it pro- 
duces. 

Malnutrition is widespread, 
as Burnham’s policy of ‘Eat 
what you grow”’ has meant in 
practice starve on what you 
grow. 

Public services have all but 
collapsed, with water, health 
and electricity services being 
shadows of what they were. The 
brightest citizens have aban- 
doned the ype! in droves, 
and there is an estimated popu- 
lation decline of two per cent 
_ year. That is the legacy of 

urnham’s socialism. , 
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Welcome Sign 


Guyana’s human rights re- 
cord is as pathetic as its 
economic programme, with 
harassment of the Press, elec- 
toral fraud and unjust laws be- 
ing well known violations. 

Trinidad and Tobago may have 
— a greater role in the change 
n Guyana than — may realise. 
When Prime Minister George 
Chambers in January cut off the oil 
credits that had kept Guyana alive 
for years, President Hoyte saw the 
destruction of his country looming. 

Fuel shortages caused wide- 
spread unrest as transpurt reverted 
to donkey carts and kitchens went 
back to coalpots. 

It took the threat of a reversion to 
the nine'eenth century to bring 
Guyana’s rulers into line. 

he country still has a long way 
to go before it can be considered a 
genuine rt of the democratic 
group of Caribbean nations. But the 
new role that Hoyte's BM en 
seems willing to accord the private 
sector is a welcome sign that Guya- 
na is no longer committed to the 
path of self destruction. We are 
confident that the immediate and 
long term results of granting free 
enterprise a bigger developmental 
role will take Guyana away from 
the brink and towards a more ac- 
ceptable and sounder future. 


The year 1986 has brought 
welcome news for most citizens 
of Guyana with the announce- 
ment that their government 
had re-discovered the private 
sector. 




















After a dismal 20-year exper- 
iment with socialism, tight, 
centralised control of the econ- 
omy and deliberate restrictions 
on privately owned businesses, 
the Guyana government, it 
seems, has finally begun to 
realise the error of its :vays. 

Early this year President 
Hoyte spoke of a new role for 
the much neglected and abused 


private sector. He then praised | 
the Lions Organisation of Guya- 


na, and introduced laws to al- 
low offshore banks to operate in 
the country. 

Prime Minister Hamilton 
Greene went to the United 
States and told black mayors 
that he wanted United States 
investment in his country. 


Reforming Scope 


The Finance Minister has al- 
so decided to woo tourists, pre- 
sumably to vet earn more of 
that foreign exchange that Guy- 
ana needs so desperately, and 
American companies have 
been invited to survey for oil. 


Ali this, of course, is a shar 
turn away from the late Presi- 
dent Forbes Burnham’s Marx- 
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ist policies that saw the state 
assume control of 80 per cent of 
the country’s economy. It ap- 
pears that President Hoyte has 
decided to follow the example 
of his Chinese comrades and is 
allowing a considera- 
tions and common sense to 
override ideology. 


Ne sooner had the late Chin- 
ese leader Mao Tse Tung died 
than his successors shifted 
from his sterile socialist 
policies and provided con- 
siderable and reforming sous 
for private enterprise. In the 
same way, Burnham's death on 
August 6, 1985, was eventually 
follcwed by a significant 
change in his ‘‘co-operative re- 
public”’ programme of 1970. 


In beth cases the reason may 
well be the same — a realisa- 
tion that doctrinaire Marxist 
“ee have failed miserably 
n generating the kind of 
economic growth and pros- 
perity its founders had enti- 
cipated, that instead of over- 
“w elming the ‘‘decadent”’ 
capitalism of the West, the regi- 
mented and totalitarian system 
had found itself mired in cor- 
ruption, inertia and poor prod- 
uctivity. 








NINE ELECTORAL CONSTITUENCIES TERMED CRITICAL TO PNM 


Port-of-Spain DAILY EXPR*SS in English 


{Text } 


/9274 
CSO: 


3298/468 


THE People’s Natio- 
nal Movemeni’s 
(PNM’s) chances are 
“critical” in nine con- 
stituencies now held 
by the party, accord- 
ing to an analysis pre- 
pared by party acti- 
vists on prospects for 
the general election. 

These constituencies 
are Port of Spain North, 
St Joseph, Tunapuna, 
Nariva, Caroni East, San 
Fernando West, Pointe- 
a-Pierre, Princes Town, 
and Fyzabad. 

Fifteen seats are con- 
sidered “safe.” 

The critical constitu- 
encies are currently re- 
presented in Parliament 
by Overand Pedmore, 
Sham Mohammed, John 
Scott, Hardeo Hardath, 
Manic Ramsaran, Errol 
Mahabir, Winston 
Hinds, Amoy Mo- 
hammed, and Winston 
Williams respectively. 

The report, handed in 
to the PNM'’s Elections 
Strategy Committee, is 
based on results of the 
1981 general election and 
does not take the results 
of the 1983 local govern- 
ment election. 

Constituencies  de- 
scribed as “marginal” in 
the report are: Diego 
Martin Central, Barata- 
ria, Tobago East and To- 
bago West. 

Those described as 
safe, because there was a 
substantial PNM majori- 
ty in 1981, are: Diego 
Martin West, Diego. 
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Martin East, Port of 
Spain South, Port of 
Spain Fast, St Ann’s 
West, St Ann’s East, La- 


ventille, San Juan, Arou-. 
Toco-: 
Manzanilla, San Fernan-'’ 


ca, Arima, 


do East, Ortoire-Mayaro, 
La Brea, and Pt Fortin. 

Considered safe Oppo- 
sition seats: St Augus- 
tine, Ch nas, Couva 
North, Couva South, 
Naparima,  Tabaquite, 
Oropouche, Siparia. 

The party's report 
was compiled before the 
recent Elections and 
Boundaries Commis- 
sion’s (EBC’s) report 
was published, and 
boundary changes made, 
which may mean a revi- 
sion of views expressed. 


JPRS«=LAM*86-056 
2 July 1986 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 











PROBLEMS IMPEDING LABOR MOVEMENT UNITY REPORTED 


Port-of-Spain SUNDAY EXPRESS in English 25 May 86 p 6 


[Text ] 


THE Trinidad and Tobago Labour Congress 
has just aa a document on labour unity 


which it wil 


submit shortly to the Council of 


‘Progressive Trade Unions, as both labour fed- 
erations try once again to reach across the 
breach that is crippling the labour movement 


in this country. 


But as the diplomacy continued last week, the 
frustrating feelings of mistrust and of resentment 
persisted, with both factions conceding that the time 
may have come and gone for workers’ representatives 
to close ranks in the same way ‘they say that 


employers have done. 


Carl Tull, Secretary General of the “Congress, 


disclosed further that his 
executive had also pre- 
pared a paper calling for 
two substantial amend- 
ments to the Industrial 
Relations Act which, if 
accepted by the CPTU, 
would be put to the next 
round of the tripartite 
talks at the end of the 
month. 

But come June 19, the 
Congress would be hold- 
ing its Labour Day cele- 
brations in Arima this 
year while the CPTU 
would stay in Fyzabad, 
where they believe La- 
bour Day celebrations 
should he held every 
year, and nowhere else. 

“This is the kind of 
situation you are dealing 
with,” fumed David Ab- 
dulah, the Jamaican- 
born Education and Re- 
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search Officer of the Oil- 
fields’ Workers Trade 
Union, one of the front- 
line unions in_ the 
CPTU, and the union 
which insists that Fyza- 
bad is the birthplace of 
the labour movement in 
this country. But Abdu- 
lah is also a member of 
the political organisation 
known as the Committee 
for Labour Solidarity, a 
group which other trade 
unionists charge with 
wanting to hijack the 
labour movement for its 
own subversive purposes. 
He said there had 
been several meetings 
initiated by CPTU 
sonnel over the last three 
years (“We have the cor- 
respondence to prove 
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it.”), seeking greater umi- 
ty in the movement, and 
FY this year, the issue 
of a single Labour Cele- 
bration was discussed, 
“and representatives 
from several Congress 
units were there and 
agreed to this. But what 
happened? We saw the 
Congress announcing 
later that they were 
going to Arima this 
year.” 

“Them fellas not se- 


rious about labour unity. , 


They want to control 
everything and when 
they cannot control they 
would destroy,” one dis- 
ted Port of Spain 
ased trade unionists 
said, when asked about 
the CPTU, the CLS and 
labour unity last week. 
“What do you think is 
behind the s le in 
TTUTA (the nidad 
and Tobago Unified 
Teachers Association) 
and Pan Trinbago,” this 
trade unionist said, also 
pointing to the fact that 
the Bank and General 
Workers .Union, one of 
the organisations which 
revived the CPTU, left 
and joined the Congress 
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last year. “That was a 


bold move for unity. 
Others should follow 
suit.” 

More than one profes- 
sional observer has sug- 
gestyted that while trade 
unionists on both sides 
of the gap accuse the 
government, internation- 
al forces even, of keeping 
the movement divided, it 
is in fact the ideological 
divergence among va- 
rious trade union 
leaderships and the dif- 
ferent perspectives they 
have which keep them 
apart and tearing at each 
other’s throats. . 

“It is inconceivable,” 
one observer said,” that 
they (the so-called pro- 
gressive trade unions) 
could be interested in co- 
operating with employers 
under the present system 
because they are ideolog- 
ical op to the capi- 
talist system.” 

“The ideological dif- 
ferences are not the 
dominant factor in the 
disunity question,” said 
Cecil Paul, CPTU Gen- 
eral Secretary and se- 
cond vice M+ aaaaae of 
the OWT 








MAJOR PARTIES STEP UP PREELECTION CAMPA@EN ACTIVITIES 
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Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 2 Jun 86 p 1 


[Article by Clevon Raphael] 


[Text ] 


THE TWO main opponents in the forthcoming 
general elections — the date for which is still to be 
announced — the ruling People’s National Movement 
and the National Alliance for Reconstruction (NAR) 
step na up their pre-campaign activities over the 
weekend. 


An official of the PNM declined to term the party’s unprece- 


dented holding of 12 meetings in one day (Saturday) as putting 
the party on an election-footing. 

“Let's say we are oiling the machinery for that eventuality,” 
source described the simultaneous sessions which were addressed 
seven Government Ministers. 

NAR threw its weight behind 


was how the 
no less than 


“Operation Blitz’’ in the three - 
Diego Martin constituencies (Cen- General, who gave row indication 
tral, West and East) on Saturday Whether he was terest Fl... e 
and yesterday. These districts are ‘PNM candidate added: t 


time comes we must deal with issues 

‘in the election campaign and leave out 

personalities. We must _ to the 
int where persons 

‘comteempaibey and talk about hang- 


traditionally PNM_ strongholds. 
NAR held spot meetings and dis- 
tributed literature. 

And in a somewhat surprising 
development, the small and Left- 
leaning People’s Popular Movement 


é Ahol o | by roy ted trade re 
eader Michael Als, has announced it ° 
would be contesting the polls, con- Errors On List 


stitutionally due by February next 
year. 

The PPM would be contestin 
seats in the East-West corridor an 
in Central Trinidad. 


Keep Heads Cool 


At the Barataria Community 
Centre, Attorney General and Minis- 
ter of Legal Affairs, Senator Russell 


Stressing that the PNM must now 
blow its trumpet about the 
things the Government had 
doing, Senator Martineau, 
name is being called as a possible can- 
didate — a with 
Mottley and tor John Eckstein, 
Ministers of Industry and Commerce 
and Health respectively, cdntended: 

“People tend to forget the good 
things we done such as the 
Mount Hope Medical Complex, the 


others | 





Martineau, called on PNM members 
and supporters to keep their heads 
cool in preparation for the polls. 
Advising them to study carefully | 
the polling divisions as contained in 
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construction of the Hall of Justice and 
the Financial Complex. 


“We must remind the country of our 
' achievements because any. little thing 
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or project done by anyone else for the 
benefit of the community is usually 
highlighted, whereas the things done 
by us, no matter of what s icance 
or magnitude, people t to take 
them for granted.” 

On complainis about errors in the 
list of electors, particularly the names 
of the dead still on the list, the 
Attorney General promised to 
ascertain whether legislation was 
needed to assist the Elections and 
Boundaries Commission in receiving 
prompt reports when an elector died. 

According to the election office of 
the San Fernando West Constituency 
of the PNM, no house-to-house cam- 
paign was being conducted in the con- 


stituency. 
Check At Homes 


‘What ie age I is that 
members t constituency are 
going to various homes checking on the 

tion status of electors. No 
candidate has been selected to con- 
test the seat so no one could be cam- 
paigning house to house,” it was 


stated. 

Dr. Beau Tewarie, NAR General 
Secretary, commenting on “Operation 
Blitz” said yesterday: ‘The exercise 
was completely successful and we were 
really plea with the turnout and 
this speaks volumes for what can be 
expected.” 
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PORT AUTHORITY CITES DROP IN CARGO HANDLING SINCE 1983 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 26 May 86 p l 


{Text ] PORT AUTHORITY Chairman Eus- 
tace Bernard has said that the 
throughput of cargo on the wharves 
has fallen 84 per cent since 1983. 

Mr. Bernard was speaking at a 
media conference last Friday concern- 
ing the financial problems currently 
besetting the State-owned utility. 
Pronmeala which the Authority put to 
the Seamen and Waterfront Workers’ 
Trade Union last week in an effort to 
resolve the crisis have been refused. 

The Chairman said that the declin- 
ing economy and devaluation had pro- 
duced a slump in the shipping indus- 
try. In addition, 75 per cent of the 
incoming cargo is now containerised — 
due to increased conventional cargo 
rates — and this has further reduced 
tonnage. 

He pointed out that the throughput 
of cargo at the Port declined from a 
peak of 1.8 million tons in 1983 to 1.2 
million tons in 1985. Estimates indi- 
cate a further shortfall for 1986, to a 
figure of one million tons. 


Cost-cutting Plans 


As a result, the Authority sent 
home a total of 19,111 men 
January - March 1986 with full pay 
totalling $2.9 million. 

However, Mr. Bernard stressed that 
the utility may be unable to work- 
ers by munthend if the S does 
not oe age of the cost-cutting 
p s it has presented. These in- 
hake: 

@ Maintaining the existing rates of 
ove “time on weekends and public holi- 
days, but keeping the time limit to 4 
p.m. on Saturday only. 

@ Absorption of guaranteed workers 
by — them into two groups, one 
operating from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
another from 2 - 7 p.m. 

® Removal of penalties and incen- 
tives which cost the Port during 1985 
alone to a total of $2.9 million. 

Mr. Bernard said the proposals will 
be put before the Port's Board of 
Commissioners, and if they are sup- 
ported, management will approach 
the Ministry of Labour for councilia- 

» tion on the p-atter. 
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GOVERNMENT REPORTS 4-MONTH INCREASE IN EXPORTS 
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Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 27 May 86 p 1 


[Text ] 


SAN FERNANDO — THE EXPORT, 


trade for the first four months in 
Trinidad and Tobago was up some 19 
per cent from what it was during 
the same period last year, Industr 
and Commerce Minister Wendell 
Mottley said yesterday. 

He said the figure was up from 
$1.67 billion to $2 Billion in the period 
January to the end of April. 


But even more significant, said 
Senator Mottley, was the fact that 
if vil and the energy chemicals like 
ammonia were excluded, the per- 
formance was even more remark- 
able. 


With the exclusion of such items 
he said exports were up $100 million 
to $178 million in the same period 
over last year, which was an in- 
crease in one year alone of over 71 
per cent. 

In those figures, he explained, 
“vou have got to reckon on just 
short of $60 million for sugar, but 
most of the others are in the 
straight manufacturing sectors 
such as we have been visiting.” 


He said the performance was 
quite a remarkable achievement, 
and as such had clearly set the di- 
rections which would push the 
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Trinidad and Tobago economy 
Regular Routine 


Senator Mottley was, at the 
time, reporting to the media, fol- 
lowing yesterday's rounds of visits 
to manufacturing firms by Vrime 
Minister George Chambers. 

The Prime Minister and party had 
just completed another Icg of their 
tour to three export-oriented firms 
in Central and South Trinidad 


The Minister said he wished to 
place on record the significant 
amount of action taken since the 
visits began. 


He also said the work permit issue 
has been placed on a regular routine 
footing; certain diet soft drinks 
were coming into the market, and 
the inputs committee of the Minis- 
try of on and Commerce was 
looking at packaging and other local 
material into export products 


Complaints about backlog in li- 
cences has been cleared as of last 
Friday, the Minister said, while he 
reported that non-problem licences 
were being cleared on a 48-hour 
schedule 
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RICE SUPPLY PROBLEMS BRING COMPLAINTS FROM RETAILERS 


Port-of-Spain DALLY EXPRESS in English 2 Jun 86 op i, 3 


[Text } 


SUPERMARKET owners in the south 


have complained that they are unable to get 
their full quota of local or imported rice 
from the Rice Mill at Carlsen Field. 

Gobin Sookdeo of Miracle Food World 
Ltd in Debe, Scuth Trinidad, told the 
Express San Fernando Desk that for the 
past few weeks he had been experiencing 
problems in getting rice. 

Sookdeo said his normal quota of 324 
bags of rice had been reduced to a mere 10 
bags and the problem had been further 
intensified with the “rude and outlandish 
manner” of the employees at the rice mill. 

Sookdeo said the rice mill had offered no 
explanation to customers as to the shortage 
of rice and even though National Flour 
Mills (NFM) had the sole right to import 
rice, there was stili a shortage. 

Sookdeo said it was now uneconomical 
for supermarkets to sell rice to the public. 
He said the mark-up profits on rice had 
been at a minimum, but grocers were were 


forced to send a truck to the mill for three 
and four days in order to get 10 hags. 


He added the grocer had tw pay for the 
trucks and loaders out of the already amali 
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mark-up price. 

“It is a waste of time 
now to sell rice so far as 
the businessman is con- 
cerned. What we need is 
a lot more efficiency at 
the mill and the Minis- 
try of Industry and Com- 
merce,” said Soukden 

Sookdeo said if the 
present situation contin- 
ued customers would not 
be able to get rice even 
though NFM may have 
rice stored. 

He said NFM Chair- 
man Jack De Lima 
should make a statement 
on this issue. 

“The point is that we, 
the supermarket opera- 
tors, cannot get our quo- 
ta of rice and we want to 
know the reason for 
this,” Sockdeo added. 

Last week, the Minis- 
try of Industry and Com- 
merce cancelled all 
licences for the importa- 
tion of rice. It was learnt 
that police investigations 
into the illegal importa- 
tion of rice were contin- 


a « 

lready officials from 
the ministry have been 
disciplined in connection 
with the illegal activity, 
a report said. 
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BRIEFS 


BOAT SEIZURES--Cedros--The Yenezuelan authorities last Friday seized two 
Trinidad fishing boats and took them to the mainland. The owners of the 
boats had no permits to shrimp in Venezuelan waters. The captains and crew 
members wererreleased and have returned to Cedros. Meanwhile, the fishing 
boat "Anthony" (TFS 1666) which was hijacked a few weeks ago in Venezuelan 
waters by two men, was released by the Venezuelan authorities at Guiria last 
Friday. The owner, Oli Mohammed of Icacos, was on harid to receive the boat 
but up to yesterday he had not returned home with two other men for Icacos. 
As a result, Rep Cyril Rogers (PNM-Point Fortin), President of the Cedros 
Fishing Co-operative Society, said yesterday that the Trinidad and Tobago 
Coast Guard and the helicopter service were informed. Mohammed and four 
other men went to Guiria in connection with the matter. Two of the men 
have since returned. Mohammed and two others remained to identity the boat 
and two men held by the Guiria authorities in connection with the hijacking. 
[Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 27 May 86 p 7] /9274 


CHAMBERS-LABOR TALKS--Prime Minister George Chambers holds a special meeting 
with labour representatives next Tuesday at Whitehall. Matters affecting the 
local labour scene will be discussed. Present will be Senators Vernon Glean 
and Nathaniel Crichlow. Also expected are Carl Tull of the Labour Congress; 
Labour Minister John Donaldson; Astil Salandy, Permanent Secretary in the 
Ministry of Labour; and Dr Zin Henry, Special Adviser to the Ministry. The 
meeting gets under way from 3 p.m. [Text] [Port-of-Spain DAILY EXPRESS in 
English 23 May 86 p 2] /9274 
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